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FROM EMPTINESS TO ISLAM

10 years ago, Sonny Bill Williams
became a Muslim while playing for
Toulon in France after an unstable
and wild period in his life which he
describes as «wild and at the other
end of the spectrum» compared to
where he is now.

He has since been an integral part
of the incredible New Zealand rugby
team which has won consecutive
world cups (2011 & 2015), whilst
also featuring for various clubs. He
is also one of the few players to play
across both formats of rugby (union
and league) and is now the *highest
earning* player in the history of
either format!

Last year, Williams performed the
Umrah pilgrimage, describing the trip
as an «awesome experience»

He says: «Yes, | am a Kiwi, a New
Zealander, Samoan - but a human
being. That is what Islam offers. It is

there *for all of mankind*. | prayed
next to an African brother, an Asian,
a European, a Middle Eastern, from
all walks of life. He adds, «You are in
your robes so there are no levels of
society, *everyone is equal*, that is
probably the biggest thing.»

This week (142019/11/), he was in
Manchester to give a press conference
after signing for his new and later told
a reporter:

«Alhamdulillah  (Thanking  Allah)
means everything,» «Drinking a glass
of water - Alhamdulillah. Having
an opportunity to speak to you -
Alhamdulillah. Seeing my wife and
kids - Alhamdulillah. | always have my
creator in the front of my mind.»»lt
took a few years for the process, but |
found Allah, | found Islam and it really
allowed me to turn the wildness in
myself into positivity.

Allah swt says in surah Al-Asraf,

,,,,,
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We shall remove all resentment from
their hearts, and rivers shall flow
beneath them, and they shall say:
*yAlhamdulillah* Who has guided us
on to this. Had it not been for Allah
Who granted us guidance, we would
not be on the Right Path. Surely the
Messengers of our Lord did indeed
come down with truth.y Then a
voice will cry out to them: «This is
the Paradise which you are made to
inherit as a reward for your deeds.)
We ask Allah swt to preserve our
brother Sonny, and grant him all
the success in this life and in the
Hereafter, Aamesn!.

BROTHERHOOD in ISLAM

By:
Yunus Sediqi, Year 11, Hatch End
High School, London

The idea of brother hood in Islam
means more than just calling each
other as your “brother” and “sister”.
One of the most essential elements
of a strong and stable Islamic
brotherhood is to fulfil the rights of
others, but for most of us fulfilling
the rights of others makes us think
about feeding the poor, helping the
orphans, and other such charitable
events. However there is another
group of rights we owe which we
often neglect.

According to the quran , it is possible
to transgress against others by
mocking and insulting them as well
as picking out their faults.

MAKING FUN OF OTHERS

how many times have we joked
about those aspects of others which
cannot be changed, such as their
ethnicity, family, height, weight, and
appearance? And how many times
have we laughed or gossiped about
the way someone dressed or their

mismatched clothing?

al Hujaraat verse 11

Another habit that’s widely common
in our communities is:

FINDING FAULT IN OTHERS

There are a group of people who
constantly try to pick faults in other
people and due to the lack of insight
of the negative traits within their
own selves, being unaware of the
spiritual status of others.

As Abdallah reported that the
prophet (saw), said, “A believer

is not a fault-finder nor abusive,
obscene or vile”

Fault finders normally tell others
about someoness faults and rarely
have the guts to face people; fitting
the description of dhul-wajhayn in
English meaning (two-faced)these
people are which the Prophet
Muhammad (saw) assigned to as
troublemakers and hypocrites.

Finding faults in others inevitably
leads to undermining the character
of people and sometimes can
destroy relationships. Islam teaches
us not to destroy kinship and other

relationships, as Allah has warned us
against cutting the ties of kinship,
NISA CHAPTER 4 VERSE 1:

we have to understand that all
these sins can make other people
feel inferior, embarrassed , hurt and
makes the feel as though they are
not worthy.

So... how can we prevent this in our
communitys...

1) firstly we must analyse
ourselves and make sure we are not
of those who hurt others. If we have
we must seek forgivness.

2) Peacefully approach those
wo intentionally hurt others and
explain the punishment of such
actions. However if they continue,
try to disassociate with such people.
3) If someone is intentionally
being hurt in front of you, step in
and defend them like our prophet
and imams (peace be upon them)
would.

4) surah Ma‘idah chapter 5
verse 8
5) ...In other words we must be

faithful to one another and keep firm
the idea of BROTHERHOOD.
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PILLAR 1: THE TESTIMONY

PILLAR 1: THE TESTIMONY

The greatest favour Allah has bestowed
upon us is that of Al-Islam. To be truly
grateful for the greatest favour, one
must render to Allah his due.
Rendering to Allah what is due is
included in the implications and
meanings of the the Kalimah. The
declaration <La lllaha Illalah» is not just
any mere verbal profession. It carries
conditions and implications when one
utters it:

7 CONDITIONS

1) Islam consists firstly of knowledge
and then putting that knowledge into
practice. No man becomes truly a
Muslim without knowing the meaning
of Islam and the Kalimah- one becomes
a Muslim not by birth but by knowledge
of it. One should know the meaning
of the shaahadah and this includes
negating what it negates and affirming
what it affirms.

There is no object or deity worthy of
worship (negation), other than Allah
(affirmation)

2) One should have absolute certainty
and conviction of the truth and meaning
of the Kalimah and Islam without any
doubt. How can one claim to be a true
Muslim if he doesn»t believe with all his
heart what he is saying?

As mentioned in last week>s broadcast,
the first 2 conditions of the Kalimah,
are: knowledge (knowing the true
meaning of the kalimah), and certainty
(not harbouring any doubts).

3) Thirdly, knowledge and certainty must
be followed by absolute acceptance
of the Kalimahss implications (With
the heart and tongue). One must
wholeheartedly believe and accept in
all that is stated in the Kalimah.
(Even Shaytan knows <l Y 4] ¥ but he
rejected it instead of accepting it.)

4) The fourth condition is Submission,
which is the physical implementation
of 4l Y1 4J| ¥ in our deeds. The Kalimah
must be reflected in our hearts, tongues
and actions. It is one of the meanings
of Islam, «Total submission to the will
and commands of Allah SWT.» The

whole distinction between believers
and disbelievers is based around
this kalimah. However, without truly
understanding its meaning and fulfilling
its conditions in every aspect of our
lives, we cannot consider ourselves to
be true believers.

5) The fifth condition is Truthfulness
(Sidgh) which is to declare the Kalimah
truthfully from one»s heart and to make
one>s speech in accordance with what
is in the heart. (The opposite being
dishonesty and hypocrisy).

6) Sixth is IKHLAS (Sincerity/Purity)
which is the purification of oness
speech and action from all the stains
of shirk. Here, it means that when we
declare the Kalimah, we must do so
solely for the sake of Allah (not for the
sake of parents, family or for any other
worldly benefits).

Islam is not a race or family in which
membership is automatically passed
down from father to son. The word
«Muslim» is not a title one inherits from
his forefathers. Rather, one attains it by
fulfilling the conditions of the Kalimah.
7) The 7th and final condition is having
Love for the Kalimah, its implications,
and loving those who who act upon it.
Loving Allah is to submit to what he
loves, even if it opposes our desires and
detesting that which He has prohibited
even if our desires are inclined to it.
Another way of fulfilling this condition
is to love our beloved prophet SAWS, by
following his example and beautifying
ourselves with his sublime mannerisms
and characteristics.

The Prophet SAWS said: ‘There are
three characteristics, whoever has
them finds the sweetness of iman: that
Allaah and His Messenger are more
beloved to him than other than them;
that when he loves a person he loves
him only for Allaah’s sake and that he
hates to return to disbelief after Allaah
has saved him from it just as he hates to
be thrown into the Hell-Fire’. (Bukhari)
PRACTICAL ASPECT OF CONDITION 7
(LOVE)

Love is brought about when you fulfil

|/

the rights of other muslims upon you
and also go beyond by meeting their
needs and requirements. Thisis how the
true spirit of brotherhood (Ukhuwwah)
can be established which leads to a
social cohesion and cooperation among
brothers and sisters of faith.

The Messenger of Allah Said:

el 3 i el e sl 35>
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«A believer owes another believer
five rights: responding to greetings,
visiting him in illness, following his
funeral, accepting his invitation, and
saying <«Yarhamuk-Allah (May Allah
have mercy on you),» when he says <Al-
hamdu lillah (Praise be to Allah)> after
sneezing” [Agreed upon by Al-Bukhari
and Muslim].

Imam Muslim»s narration is,

«There are six rights of a Muslim upon
a Muslim: When you meet him, greet
him; when he invites you, respond to
him; when he seeks counsel, give him
advice; when he sneezes and praises
Allah, say to him: «May Allah have
mercy on you (Yarhamuk-Allah)>; when
he is sick, visit him; and when he dies,
follow his funeral».

452l Alsalis) 1315, 45 A3 1315, ale
B3 opya 1315 Aiasd Al desd ulat 131
LB S 1315) ]
To conclude

Unfortunately, many Muslims today
simply utter a sentence but fail to
carry out the obligations it imposes.
They do not observe what Allah has
commanded and do not avoid what
He has prohibited. While failing to
discharge fundamental obligations
such as: The Five Daily Prayers, giving
Zakat, observing Ramadan, avoiding
indecency, they delude themselves into
thinking that a mere verbal profession
of this statement will qualify them for a
life of eternal bliss in Jannah.

May Allah enable us to knowingly and
sincerely declare the Kalimah with our
hearts, profess it upon our tongues and
implement it in our daily actions.



Abu Bakr:

A man of
his word

Abu Bakr, also called al-Siddiq («the
Upright»), was born in 573 in Mecca
as son of Abu Quhafa, a Quraishi of
the Banu Taim clan. His mother Umm
Khayr Salma bint Sahr used to call him
«Atig,» which means good, noble and
beautiful. Abu Bakr is said to have
been always good to others. His name
before Islam was Abdul-Kaba, which is
inappropriate for Islamic beliefs, and
the Prophet Muhammad changed his
name to Abdullah.

Abu Bakr was called by several other
names; however, al-Siddiq was the
most popular one. Muslims continue
calling him Abu Bakr al-Siddig.

Conversion

While Umarss conversion story was
dramatic, Abu Bakr accepted the new
faith at once. He heard that Muhammad
was calling people to the new faith and
decided to visit him. After the two met
and talked, Abu Bakr left his friend»ss
home as a Muslim. It>s a tradition to
accept Abu Bakr as the second convert
to Islam after Hadija, the Prophet
Muhammad>s beloved wife.

Abu Bakr was a true friend to the
Prophet. When many people doubted
what he said, Abu Bakr did not show
any hesitation believing him. The holy
Quran refers to Abu Bakr as «the second
of the two» (9:40), meaning that he
was the only person with Muhammad
in the cave on the journey to Medina.
Abu Bakr used his riches as a tool
for freeing Muslim slaves from their
pagan masters, helping the poor
and equipping the mujahedeen with
weapons required for war. He worked
as the treasurer of Islam.

He sat beside the prophet as he talked
to notables of various clans visiting
Mecca since he knew much about
the genealogy of the clans and could
make friends easily from those clans. In
other words, he acted as a diplomat for
Prophet Muhammad.

Beside those mentioned above,
Muhammad in his last days asked him
to lead the prayers at the mosque,
which is considered a signal for his
succeeding the prophet.

Abu Bakr fought in many wars together
with  Muhammad. He also joined
small military campaigns against the
pagans. He sat in the headquarters tent
together with the prophet in the Battle
of al-Badr. He used his body as a human
shield to protect the prophet from
pagan arrows in the Battle of Uhud.

He served as the al-Amer al-Hajj, who
controls the pilgrimage to Kaba in
Mecca.

Caliphate

The Prophet Muhammad, who died
in 632, did not choose a definite
successor. So, Muslims themselves
should decide whom to choose as
their new leader after the Prophets
death. It»s interesting that they chose
Abu Bakr even before the body of the
prophet Muhammad was washed
and buried. Thus, Abu Bakr became
al-Amer al-Muminun (leader of the
believers), which later would be called
«caliphate.»

Abu Bakrss first action as caliph was to
send the army to Syria under Usama ibn
Zayd>s command to suppress the rebel
tribes of Hejaz and Najd. They were
not arguing the singularity of Allah and
Muhammad being Allah>s messenger;
however, they refused to pay zakat (a
kind of Islamic almsgiving as a religious
obligation for those who have a certain
amount of property) and some other
taxes to Medina. Abu Bakr defeated
them and some other tribes who tried
to return to their beliefs before Islam.
The tribes claimed that they had
submitted to Muhammad and with
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Muhammad>s death, they were free
again. Abu Bakr insisted that they had
not just submitted to aleader but joined
the Muslim religious community of
which he was the new head. Apostasy
is a capital offense under traditional
interpretations of Islamic law, and
Abu Bakr declared war on the rebels.
This was the start of the Ridda Wars,
or the Wars of Apostasy. The severest
struggle was the war with lbn Habib
al-Hanafi, known as «Musailimah the
Liar,» who claimed to be a prophet
and Muhammadbs true successor. The
Muslim general Khalid bin Walid finally
defeated al-Hanafi in the battle of
Akraba.

I think Abu Bakrs impersonal
interpretation of Islam is the core of the
Sunni tradition. When Umar refused to
believe in the Prophet)s death, Abu
Bakr warned him saying: «Whoever
believed in Muhammad should be
aware that Muhammad has died. And
whoever believed in Allah should know
that Allah is eternal.» This simple but
apparent view guided Muslims for
centuries.

Collecting the holy Quran

After the war against the rebels was
won, Umar ibn al-Khattab offered
caliph Abu Bakr to collect the pieces
of the holy Quran together since many
Muslims who had memorized the Quran
from the lips of the prophet had died in
battles. The record, when completed,
was deposited with Hafsa bint Umar,
daughter of Umar, and one of the wives
of Muhammad. Later it became the
basis of Uthman ibn Affan)s definitive
text of the Quran.

Abu Bakr died on Aug. 23, 634, in
Medina. Shortly before his death, he
urged the Muslim community to accept
Umar ibn al-Khattab as his successor.
The community did so, without serious
incident.

Abu Bakr lies buried in the Masjid al-
Nabawi mosque in Medina, alongside
Muhammad and Umar ibn al-Khattab.
source: Daily Sabah
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