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Why Harry E. Heinkel became a Muslim

My early religious training was in the
Christian faith. This, however, was a
matter of birth, not of choice - our early
religious training is generally in the faith
of our parents. Later in life, our religion
is usually accepted as a matter of fact.
We, however, question and examine
everything except our religious faith,
particularly if it is Christianity.

The Christian Bible, being the textbook
of Christianity, is a book which | have
read many times. | doubt if there is a
person who does not shudder while
reading its pages, filled as they are with
blood-curdling slaughter, rapine and
destruction, along with its tales of incest,
rape and other vile obscenity. Indeed,
after reading the Bible one cannot help
but wonder as to the nature of this «God
of the Christians».

Almost every Christian home contains
the Bible, but it is generally used as a
mantelpiece decoration. If it were the
custom of the printer to deliver this book
with its edges uncut, it would, no doubt,
remain so for many years!

Charles Francis Potter, D.D., in his book
«The Story of Religion» wrote: «The

Christian Bible may be «the book nobody
knows> in America, but the Qunan is the
book everybody reads in Islam.»
Yes, indeed, and it is an advantage to
Christianity that the Bible is «the book
nobody knows.» The Bible was the
first cause in leading me away from
Christianity.
Having lost all interest in Christianity, |
began a study of other world religions,
as well as various «ologies» and «isms.»
All this was followed by agnosticism and
atheism. However, there is, | believe,
in mankind an innate certainty deeply
rooted which persists in proclaiming the
fact that there is Allah, a Divine Creator,
Master of the universe. But not the God
who glories in bloodshed, atrocities
and sensuousness. It was this «innate
certainty» which caused me to return to
a further study of religion.

| found that Islam appeals to oness
reason; it does not contain the pessimism
of Buddhism; it is not void of Divinity
like Shintoism or Confucianism, nor is
it a money-made religion. | found that
it invites and encourages the pursuit of
knowledge.
The pages of history are filled with facts

citing the hindrances which Christianity
placed in the pathway of progress and
civilization. It was a traditional saying
of the Prophet Muhammad that «who
so pursue the road of knowledge; Allah
will direct him to the road of Jannah;
(heaven); verily the angels spread their
arms to receive him who seek after
knowledge; verily the superiority of a
learned man over a mere worshipper is
like that of the full moon over the stars.»
I do not hesitate to state that were Islam
better known in the Western World, it
would astound the civilized world by
its gain in adherents. The reason why
it is not better known, is that it is with
difficulty that one can obtain authorized
or even unbiased literature pertaining to
the Islamic faith. However, | am sure time
will rectify this condition.

In bringing this article to an end, | wish
to state that | am very happy to add my
voice to the millions who proclaim to the
world La ilaha illa-Allah, Muhammad-ur-
Rasulullaah - There is no true god but
Allah and Muhammad is His Messenger.
source: Islamweb.net

We are All Queens

By:
Maryam Sayed, Year 11, Bently Wood
High School

In this day and age, it is extremely
difficult for us as Muslim women to

hold on to the Hijab, when we are
surrounded by immodest people, friends
and social media where women who
expose their bodies, walk with makeup
are portrayed as ‘beautiful’ and women
who cover and wear Hijab are known

as extremists and called names, looked
down upon. This is nothing but a test
from Allah to the Muslims. Ask yourself,
what is the purpose of life? Why were
you created? How long will you live for?
Life after death? This world is temporary.
Temporary. How long will we live? 60
years? 70 ? 80 years? After that we

are finished. After that our real life will
begin. Where we will live forever, where
we will never get old, where we will
never experience pain. No end. Which
one do you want? This world or the

next? It is easy to disobey Allah, to blend
in with everyone else, to dress up and
walk out, to be rich, famous, for people
to wow at how we look and what we
wear. But will we forever be content?
Isn’t the happiness temporary? Don’t we
experience heartbreak and pain? Won't
we die? If you forget Allah, your heart
will never be at peace. Allah created
your heart and your soul therefore

your heart and your soul needs Allah. |t
needs Allah alone. | know it’s very hard
to walk around being different and not
fitting in. | wore the Hijaab from a very
young age. | was the only one, and as

a human | went through phases where

| felt like removing it. But do you know
what made it so easier and made me
love to wear The Hijab? The people who
laugh at me and call me extreme now,
their heads will be down on the day of
Judgement whilst my face will shine. I’'m
covering for Allah, how happy will Allah
be with me. I’'m being patient for Allah!
On the day of Judgement | will be so

beautiful, my face will shine, the rewards
for my efforts will all show.

Embrace your Hijab. Allah made Muslim
women like diamonds. He ordered us

to cover for a reason, for our respect.

A diamond isn’t exposed, it’s always
covered. You will be rewarded for every
part you cover. Think of it like that. For
every strand of hair you cover, every
amount of skin, you're loaded with Ajr
(reward). Those parts are protected, and
it’s only for your future husband to see.
How beautiful is that, that you restrict
your beauty for him? You're obeying one
of the commands of Allah.

When you make a duaa, when you ask
Allah for something, when you want
something so much in life, what will
make Him give it to you? Tawakkul and
obedience to Him. Disobeying Allah

isn’t worth it. That short amount of
pleasure isn’t worth to burn in the fire
of jahannam forever. Make this sacrifice
and Make this effort. We are all queens.
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———BRANCHES
—— OF IMAN

¢ The act of Salah and its effect on
individuals, families and societies have
been described in many different ways
throughout the Qur’an and in hadith.
In one example Allah SWT says:
SSal15 sLasall o2 55 B3LAN &)

Surely, Salah restrains one from
shameful and evil acts

¢ In another example, Allah SW.T

has told us to seek assistance and
tranquillity through Salah

53 ¢841) B3L15 Al igkaiils)

And seek (Allah’s) help with patient
perseverance and Salah.

It is also narrated that,

e “Whenever prophet Muhammad
(%) faced an important and grim
situation, he would resort to Salah”
(Sunan Abi Dawud).

e Our prophet (#8) also emphasised
the importance of Salah in the hadith:
;Sm&mpi»ww u|3j‘gu)|
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“If there was a river at your door and
one took a bath in it five times a day,
would you notice any dirt on him?”
They said, “Not a trace of dirt would
be left.” The Prophet said, “That is the
parable of the five prayers by which
Allah S.W.T removes sins.” (Sahih al-
Bukhari and Muslim)
* These rewards of Salah are great
and vast, however, they can only
be attained when proper attention
and respect is given to the prayer
by ensuring we fulfil its its Shuroot
(Conditions), Arkaan (Pillars) and
Adaab (Mannerisms).
e The word «83a Salah ” (Prayer)
originates from its root “duo Silah”
which means «connection». That is
because it connects the servant with
his Creator, that it brings him near
His Mercy and connects him to His
Generosity and His Paradise.

ESTABLISHING THE PRAYER — PART 2
¢ In the Qunan, Allah SW.T always
uses the phrase lgamat As Salah

ESTABLISHING THE PRAYER - PART 1

(Establishing the Prayer) rather than
Ada As Salah (Performing the Prayer).
This is because 85Lal ¢131 refers to

just performing the physical and
ritualistic aspects of the prayers,
while 5Ll E\A@‘ goes beyond the
mere performance of its prescribed
movements, by fuIﬁIIing all its
conditions (¥3%) and pillars (083).
This is what leads to one experiencing
the feeling of perfect submission and
humility before Allah SW.T.

ESTABLISHING THE PRAYER - PART 3

¢ To achieve igamat as-Salah,
fulfilment of its conditions (b3 %)
prior to the Salah must be followed

by implementing its pillars (Arkaan)
during it, through performing

the Salah»s bowings, prostrations,
standings, recitations, and the
glorification of Allah SW.T with perfect
heedfulness and tranquillity.

¢ However, failing to correctly perform
any Pillars, Waajibaat or Sunan due to
slackness or neglect is compared to
stealing. Our prophet (#) said:

ég)kga Ry d_,wd gS..Ul ‘Uﬂ ual.dl |3.w|
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The worst kind of thief is one

who steals from his prayer.” The
companions said, “O Prophet of Allah,
how can someone steal from their
prayer?” He (SAW) said, “He does not
fulfill the ruku of the prayer nor its

sujood». (Muwatta> Malik)

Common Mistakes Occur During:

1. Standing straight after bowing
(Ruku»)

2. Sitting between the 2 prostrations
(Sujood)

3. and having tranquillity (géi:’&)
during the entire Salah.

4. Perfecting the Sajdah.

ESTABLISHING THE PRAYER - PART 4
On the Day of Judgment
Munuw|ﬁyw|4aw&shd
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“The first thmg for which a person will
be brought to account on the Day of
Resurrection will be his prayer. If it is
sound, he will be successful, and if it is
lacking in any way, he will be doomed.
If his obligatory prayers are lacking,
the Lord will say: “Look and see
whether My slave has any voluntary
prayers (sunnah, Naafilah) which may
be used to make up what is lacking in
his obligatory prayers.” Then all his
deeds will be examined and dealt with
in the same way.”” (Sunan al-Tirmidhi
no. 413)

MORE BENEFITS

(2) WASHES AWAY SINS

Everyone commits sins; however, Allah
S.W.T has provided, in prayer, a way to
wipe out those sins. Allah S.W.T says:
(Surah Hud 11:114)

CBLL s cbasdl & .. 55La o3l
And establish As-Salat, ... Verily, the
good deeds remove the evil deeds.

¢ Abu Huraira reported that the
Messenger of Allah S.WT (#8) said:

4 48535 GUadl amjs‘z;uuu r&JST;’!
sy Je. <un d of uu tjj\s» ul:>).JJl
A ERE é’w\ 335 89all sl
«Should | not direct you to something
by which Allah S.W.T obliterates the
sins and elevates (your) ranks.» They
said: «Yes, O Messenger of Allah
S.W.T». He said, «Performing Wudu
«properly, even in difficulty, frequently
going to the mosque, and waiting
eagerly for the next Salat (prayer)
after a Salat is over; indeed, that is Ar-
Ribat/mindfulness» (Sahih Muslim).

If you would like to receive our short
weekly Najm reminders, please
message:
07905785293



UMAR (R.A)

The Second Rightly Guided
Caliph Umar Ibn Al-

Khattab
A man of his word

(Part One)

Praise be to Allah, and prayers
and peace be upon the Prophet
Mohammad (S.A.W) and

his sanctified and dedicated
Companions (R.A.), as well as

all their followers till the Day of
Judgment.

The life of Al Farooq Umar ibn Al-
Khattab (R.A.) is a shining page of
Islamic history, which outshines and
supersedes all other histories. The
history of all nations put together

does not contain even a part of what
his life contained of noble conduct,
glory, sincerity, struggle, and calling
others for the sake of Allah.

His Physical Appearance:

With regard to his physical
characteristics, he was white with

a reddish complexion. He was
muscular, tall, solid and bald. He was
very strong, not weak or puny. When
he walked, he walked quickly, when
he spoke, he spoke clearly, and when
he struck, he caused pain.

Early Life:

Umar spent half of his life in the pre-
Islamic society (Jahiliyah), and grew
up like his peers of Quraish, except
that he has an advantage over them
in that he was one of those who had
learned to read, of whom there were
very few. He bore responsibility at
an early age, and had a very harsh
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upbringing in which he knew no type
of luxury or manifestation of wealth.
From his early youth he also excelled
in many kinds of sports, such as
wrestling, riding and horsemanship.

Umar (R.A.) was wise, eloquent,
well spoken, strong, tolerant, noble,
persuasive and clear of speech,
which made him qualified to be an
ambassador for Quraish, to speak
up for them before the other tribes.
Ibn Al-Jawzi made mention of the
very prominent position Umar (R.A.)
enjoyed in Makkan society during
the pre-Islamic era. He said:

“The role of ambassador fell to
Umar ibn Al-Khattab. If there was a
war between Quraish and another
tribe, they would send him as an
ambassador, and if another tribe
was boasting against them, they
would send him to respond in kind,
and they were pleased with him.”
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