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BRANCHES YHaJJ - THE PINNACLE
OF FAITH

—— OF IMAN

Definition

° In the Arabic dictionary, Lisan Al-Arab, Hajj means to be-
take/commit oneself to some place

e.g. the phrase (8 L] z=> ‘A person performed Hajj to us’ means that
he betook himself to us. It also means Lad)): ‘to intend to go to a place
for the sake of visiting It is also used to mean ‘a year’.

L] Practically, it means heading to Makkah during the designat-
ed time of the year to observe the rituals of pilgrimage.

When does Hajj become obligatory on someone?

L] Hajj is obligatory upon a person once the 5 conditions below
have been met.

1) One is Muslim

2) One is sane

3) One is Baaligh (mature/adult)

4) One is not a slave and is free

5) One has the means and ability to do so

6) For a women, have a mahram accompany her

L] Having the means or ability to perform hajj is of two types:

having the physical means and have the financial means. Having the
financial means is a condition of it being obligatory and having the
physical means is a condition of performing it.

(1) FINANCIAL

° A set amount of finances are required for traveling to Mak-
kah, residing therein and returning home.
° Any adult Muslim who is financially capable of performing

Hajj, should do so at the earliest opportunity. As for those who are
poor or financially incapable, this obligation is waived.

L] [Note: It is also permissible to borrow money to finance for
Hajj or Umrah as long as the loan is a ya> :o)g i.e. Halal and free of
Rib@’ (Any unjust, exploitive gains made in trade or business such as
interest)]

(2) PHYSICAL

L One should have sound health/body so that can bear all
the hardships of the pilgrimage namely, the travelling to Makkah and
performing the rituals of Hajj.

L It is obligatory upon the one who has only financial ability
to delegate someone to perform Hajj on his behalf. This is called é.-}
J i
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Al Fadl bin ‘Abbas rode behind the Prophet (5“;&—;&) as his companion
rider on the back portion of his she camel on the Day of Nahr (slaugh-
tering of sacrifice, 10th Dhul-Hijja) and Al-Fadl was a handsome man.
The Prophet (%—@s) stopped to give the people verdicts. In the mean-
time, a beautiful woman From the tribe of Khath’am came, asking the
verdict of Allah’s Messenger (ﬁf‘_%e). Al-Fadl started looking at her as
her beauty attracted him. The Prophet (&Z;) looked behind while Al-
Fadl was looking at her; so the Prophet (5“3%) held out his hand back-
wards and caught the chin of Al-Fadl and turned his face (to the owner
sides in order that he should not gaze at her. She said, “O Allah’s
Messenger (g‘f@;)! The obligation of Performing Hajj enjoined by Allah
on His worshipers, has become due (compulsory) on my father who is
an old man and who cannot sit firmly on the riding animal. Will it be
sufficient that I perform Hajj on his behalf?” He said, “Yes.”
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(NAJM UK
weekly

reminders)
(Sahih al-Bukhari 6228)

How many times do we perform Hajj?

® Muslims must perform Hajj at least once in their lives as
mentioned in the Qur an (3: 97)

M@l&w&lgb,ﬁ@é MU|3LE~»IOAC~JJI5704LJ|¢L¢4U5
Pllgrlmage to the House is a duty owed to Allah by all who are able to
make their way to it. As for those who disbelieve (refuse to follow His
command), surely Allah does not stand in need of anything.

What if one fails to perform Hajj and has met all the conditions?

L] Above, failure to perform Hajj if you have the means to
do so, is described as Kufr. Its explanation is found in two Hadith of
the Prophet, blessings and peace be on him:

Whosoever possesses provisions and conveyance for the journey to
the House of God, but in spite of this, does not perform Hajj, then his
dying is like the dying of a Jew or a Christian (Tirmidhi).

Whosoever is not prevented from proceeding for Hajj by any clear,
dire need that he must fulfill, or by a tyrant ruler, or by a disease
which confines him, and yet he fails to perform Hajj and dies in this
condition, he may as well choose to die either a Jew or a Christian
(Darimi)

o Regarding this Hadith, Umar said: I wish to impose jizyah (a
tax) on those who do not perform Hajj in spite of possessing the re-
quired means. They are not Muslims, they are not Muslims!

Hastening to Hajj

o The Messenger of Allah (SAWS) said:

izl uo,s..s o Lass um,ul 535 5 4 Joeils gl SHE®
“Whoever intends to perform Hajj, let him hasten to do so, for he
may fall sick, lose his mount, or be faced with some need” (Sunan Ibn
Majah, 2883).

L] The reality is that despite meeting all 5 conditions, many
do delay Hajj simply due to convenience or because they do not feel
financially ‘stable’ until it becomes too late. As the years pass by some
of them fall sick with debilitating conditions, others become financial-
ly stricken and so this great opportunity is lost.

L] Although other scholars state that Hajj can be deferred from
year to year, it is important to remember that Hajj is one of the pillars
of Islam! It is an empowering and eye-opening experience that can
completely change a person’s perspective on Islam.

Significance of Hajj

(1) A COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

If everyone were to perform Hajj by themselves, the effect on individu-
al lives would still be great. But making it a collective act enhances its
effectiveness to a point where the great blessings of spiritual and moral
development are felt by communities and nations.

(2) MULTI FACETED

Hajj is said to be the pinnacle and perfection of faith. It combines the
spiritual, physical and monetary aspects of all the acts of worship into
one. It is the summation of all the other acts of Ibaadah/Pillars.

(3) SOCIO-POLITICAL

Hajj allows Muslims from all over the world to practice true brother-
hood, unity and equality. All come to Hajj wearing the same garments
without any symbols of race, status or authority.

Our beloved Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said:



“(Performing) Umrah is AFTERLIFE
an expiation for the sins
committed between it and
the previous ‘Umrah; and the
reward of Hajj Mabrur (the
accepted Hajj) is nothing but
Jannah.”

(4) REMINDER OF THE

In Quran Lies our Salvation

“The best among you are those who
learn the Qur’an and teach it” — our
Prophet Muhammad (saw) is saying the
“BEST” people are not those people gen-
erally consider (doctors , engineers , bil-
lionaires etc) but they are the ones who
learn the Qur’an, act upon it and teach
it to others. The prophet (saw) also said
/'"Whoever leads the prayer should know
the most Qur’an” , which shows that you
should respect those who know it as if
you are respecting the Qur’an.

Allah raises the ranks of anything
associated with the Qur’an:

° The Quran was revealed in
Ramadan, so Ramadan became the best
of months

° The Quran was revealed to
the prophet Muhammad (saw), so he

The seamless garments worn
in the state of ihram (con-
secration) remind him of
the shroud he will wear
after death, the diversity

of the pilgrims reflects the
diversity of all humankind

at the assembly point on the
Day of Resurrection, and
Standing at Arafat, pilgrims
gather for supplication with
their different tongues and

which recalls the site of res-
urrection.

became the best of the prophets The
Quran was revealed to the Muslims, so
the Muslims became the best of nations

. The Quran was revealed in the
night of decree, so the night of decree
became the best of nights.

So, my fellow brothers and sisters in
Islam, « Read the Quran frequently as it
will come and intercede for you”. It will
be the companion that never forsakes
you, day or night, this life or the Aakhi-
rah. The Quran protects you from many
things e.g. Grief, worry, stress.

In the second chapter and page of the
Quran, Allah says, “This is the Book
(the Quran), whereof there is no doubt,
a guidance to those who are Al-Mut-
taqoon (the pious and righteous per-

different ethnic backgrounds,

®When seeking our goals, tawakkul means to
deploy the permissible means around us while
relying upon and trusting in Allah ¥for the
result.

®Relying completely and wholeheartedly on
means is major Shirk as ultimately Allah s
Ar-Razzaq (The Sustainer/Provider).
Conversely, to completely neglect the means and
have a lazy and careless attitude in expecting
everything to come to you without striving is
major disobedience.

Tawakkul During These Challenging Times

® The reminders of Allah come in many differ-
ent ways and the recent outbreak of Covid 19 is
a multi-faceted one. It reminds us to:

1) Turn to our Deeni methods of protection
through constant *Dw’a* and tawakkul

2) Use our Dunyawi (worldly) methods of
protection by heeding the advice of medical
professionals

3) Not to fall victim to fear, or allow selfishness
to overtake us and to think of those in greater
danger than ourselves.

4) To appreciate the countless daily favours of
Allah we often taken for granted.

® It is in times of confusion where the qualities
of believers become evident and the strength
of Islam as a shining beacon to guide our be-
haviour becomes manifest.

Take heed of these signs and make your Islam
manifest.

— Najm UK Reminder: 19/03/2020

sons who fear Allah much (abstain from
all kinds of sins and evil deeds which
He has forbidden) and love Allah much
(perform all kinds of good deeds which
He has ordered)”.

The Quran is the guidance for the ones
who’ve gone astray and gives the power
for the righteous. One of the Salaf used
to say, “I have not seen a friend who
raises the honour of his friend like the
Quran does”. So, allocate time to the
Quran and you will become the best of
people.

Wassalamu Alaikum
Your brother in Islam

Yahya Cabdi, Year 9 Park High School and
Hifdh Student SLMCC



It was as
if <The Scales
had lifted from

my Eyes»

(Saudi Gazzet)

Now, as a Muslim, I cannot understand
{the attractions of pubs, discos, nightclubs,
‘expensive holidays and so on. If you are
amongst a community of believers you
derive your pleasure from sitting with them,
discussing the wonders of our creator, or by
{enjoying with your family and doing things
§t0gether, living in a closely knit environment
of mutual love and respect. Non-Muslim
thouseholds miss these benefits with everyone
in the family looking for their own personal
njoyment. - Sufyan Gent

SUFYAN Gent was born Maurice Alexander
Gent; incidentally, the name “comes from
he word Moorish and the moors”, who were
{Arab Muslims. Prior to embracing Islam, he
tried various Christian sects but nothing ever

————

g

@

seemed quite right. Whilst working as a civil
servant in London, he met a Muslim lady who
later became his wife. She had been brought up
as a Muslim, but was sadly not practicing her
religion. Nevertheless, she had enough faith to
insist that her future husband embraced Islam
before marrying him. After living several
years as a notional Muslim, not having the
slightest idea about praying, fasting or Prophet
Muhammad (Pbuh), he attended a Muslim
study circle with an idea of getting an academic
knowledge of Islam to impart to his son. On
listening to the obvious, plain and simple truth
of Islamic teachings he became fascinated with
the religion. He started to practice and from
there took the religion to his wife. Their life
was transformed from weak belief to a life
dedicated to worshipping God alone.

Sufyan has organized several weekend
conferences and Islamic exhibitions and is
currently involved with the Islamic Society of
Britain.

“Before I became aware of Islam I had a strong
belief in God, but I could not find an exact
expression of that belief in any of the churches
I attended. There always seemed to me to be a
hypocrisy about church-goers, a sanctimonious
‘holier than thou’ attitude which contradicted
the kind loving nature that I saw in Jesus. I
could never understand why you needed to go
through Jesus or a priest or vicar
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to get to God. It seemed like taking
insurance through a broker;
providing work for someone but
not getting anything extra in
return.

I tried to live as I felt a Christian
should live; caring for my family,
working hard, trying to be honest,
and not interfering with others.
Then, in VaVV, I met my future
wife who was a student in London,
where I lived at

that time.

She explained to me the Islamic
belief that there is none worthy of
worship but Allah and that all old
4|} and new testament Prophets were
simply telling the same simple
truth, that there was only one God
and that mankind was born to
worship Him. She explained that
there was no difference between
working and praying, as everything
was an act of worship to be carried
out according to God’s will.
Consequently, I gladly accepted
Islam in Y4VV and we were married.

However, my lifestyle did not change, I just
went on living as I had before the Shahadah,
and this state of affairs continued until VaAV.
It was then that I started reading about Islam
with a view to trying to teach my son about his
religion before he started school. He was about
three years old at the time.

When I began to read I realised how I had not
been fulfilling my obligations to my creator.
I thought that by declaring “There is none
worthy of worship but Allah” I had done
enough. Very soon I started to realize that I
had to pray, fast, pay Zakat, go on pilgrimage
when I could afford it, and become part of the
Muslim community.

So, Alhamdulillah, (“thanks to God”), I started
to do these things. It was, as stated in the holy;
Qur’an, as if the “Scales were lifted from my;
eyes.” Now, I long for the time for prayer, I love
the month of Ramadhan, I gladly

pay Zakat, and I completed my Haj in 144V, all
thanks to God.

It is difficult not to get bloated with your own
importance as a new Muslim. You get used to
being given special treatment by your Muslim
brothers, and this is something we should try
and avoid, as there is no difference between the
believers. The devil will try to exploit human
weakness and make you think you are special,
and so we must pray to avoid this trap.

I look froward to the time when the Muslim
take the message of Islam to the non-Muslims;
here. We must lead by example, as we are the,
best of nations so we must behave as such.
Through  honesty,  truthfulness, polite
behaviour and caring for all mankind is how
Islam spread in the beginning. We must get out,
of a getto mentality and we must also avoid the,
other extreme of becoming so anglicized that
we lose Islam altogether.

Islamic teachings show us that everything is
in balance; we must make our presence felt by
helping to provide a moral lead to society, but

at the same time keep an Islamic identity as
opposed to a nationalistic one.

Now, as a Muslim, I cannot understand
the attractions of pubs, discos, nightclubs,
expensive holidays and so on. If you are
amongst a community of believers you
derive your pleasure from sitting with them,
discussing the

wonders of our creator, or by enjoying with

your family and doing things together, living
in a closely knit environment of mutual love
and respect. Non-Muslim households miss
these benefits with everyone in the family
looking for their own personal enjoyment
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