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Generally, any feeling that can move
one’s emotions and shape or direct his
attitudes is regarded as faith or belief.
Linguistically, it also means believing in
that which is beyond one’s perception
(Ghayb). Sholars have defined iman as
“to believe with one’s heart, to confess
with one’s tongue and to demonstrate
in one’s physical actions.”

Iman comprises of 6 pillars that ev-
ery Muslim has to believe in, accept
wholeheartedly, and be fully convinced
with. Rejecting even one of these ren-
ders one’s faith null and void. Conse-
quently, these pillars are considered
the fundamentals of the Authentic Is-
lamic Agheedah.

These six pillars as referred to in the
Qur’an (Bagarah:185) and many pro-
phetic traditions (ie — Hadith of Jibreel)
are, to believe in:

1. Allah (subhanaha wa
ta’ala);

2. His Angels;

3. His Messengers;

4, His Books;

5. The Last Day (Day of

Resurrection and Judgement);
and

6. Fate and Destiny;
whether it seems good or bad.

To believe in Allah consists of: believ-
ing in His existence, and singling Him
out in regards to His Lordship, divin-
ity and His names and attributes. Ful-
filment of this first pillar requires the
realisation of the declaration ‘La lllaha
[llalah’ which is not just any mere ver-
bal profession. It carries conditions
and implications when one utters it:

7 CONDITIONS

1) Islam consists firstly of knowledge
and then putting that knowledge into
practice. No man becomes truly a Mus-
lim without knowing the meaning of
Islam and the Kalimah- one becomes a
Muslim not by birth but by knowledge
of it. One should know the meaning
of the shaahadah and this includes
negating what it negates and affirm-
ing what it affirms — that there is no

PILLAR OF IMAN (1):
BELIEF IN ALLAH

object or deity worthy of worship (ne-
gation), other than Allah (affirmation)
2) One should have absolute certainty
and conviction of the truth and mean-
ing of the Kalimah and Islam without
any doubt. How can one claim to be
a true Muslim if he doesn’t believe
with all his heart what he is saying?
As mentioned in last week’s broad-
cast, the first 2 conditions of the Kali-
mah, are: knowledge (knowing the
true meaning of the kalimah), and
certainty (not harbouring any doubts).

3) Thirdly, knowledge and certainty
must be followed by absolute accep-
tance of the Kalimah’s implications
(With the heart and tongue). One
must wholeheartedly believe and ac-
cept in all that is stated in the Kalimah.
(Even Shaytan knows <l Y1 &) Ybut
he rejected it instead of accepting it.)
4) The fourth condition is Submission,
which is the physical implementation
of 4l Y &I Yin our deeds. The Kali-
mah must be reflected in our hearts,
tongues and actions. It is one of the
meanings of Islam, “Total submission to
the will and commands of Allah SWT.”
The whole distinction between be-
lievers and disbelievers is based
around this kalimah. However, with-
out truly understanding its meaning
and fulfilling its conditions in every
aspect of our lives, we cannot con-
sider ourselves to be true believers.
5) The fifth condition is Truthfulness
(Sidgh) which is to declare the Kali-
mah truthfully from one’s heart and
to make one’s speech in accordance
with what is in the heart. (The oppo-
site being dishonesty and hypocrisy).
6) Sixth is IKHLAS (Sincerity/Puri-
ty) which is the purification of one’s
speech and action from all the stains
of shirk. Here, it means that when
we declare the Kalimah, we must
do so solely for the sake of Allah
(not for the sake of parents, fami-
ly or for any other worldly benefits).
Islam is not a race or family in which
membership is automatically passed
down from father to son. The word
‘Muslim’ is not a title one inherits from
his forefathers. Rather, one attains it by
fulfilling the conditions of the Kalimah.
7) The 7th and final condition is having
Love for the Kalimah, its implications,
and loving those who who act upon it.
Loving Allah is to submit to what he

Il

loves, even if it opposes our desires and
detesting that which He has prohibited
even if our desires are inclined to it.
Another way of fulfilling this condi-
tion is to love our beloved prophet
SAWS, by following his example and
beautifying ourselves with his sub-
lime mannerisms and characteristics.
The Prophet SAWS said: ‘There are
three characteristics, whoever has
them finds the sweetness of iman: that
Allaah and His Messenger are more
beloved to him than other than them;
that when he loves a person he loves
him only for Allaah’s sake and that he
hates to return to disbelief after Allaah
has saved him from it just as he hates to
be thrown into the Hell-Fire’. (Bukhari)

Love can be brought about when you
fulfil the rights of other muslims upon
you and also go beyond by meeting
their needs and requirements. This
is how the true spirit of brotherhood
(Ukhuwwah) can be established which
leads to a social cohesion and coopera-
tion among brothers and sisters of faith.
The Messenger of Allah Said:

“There are six rights of a Muslim upon
a Muslim: When you meet him, greet
him; when he invites you, respond
to him; when he seeks counsel, give
him advice; when he sneezes and
praises Allah, say to him: ‘May Allah
have mercy on you (Yarhamuk-Al-
lah)’; when he is sick, visit him; and
when he dies, follow his funeral”
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To conclude

Unfortunately, many Muslims today
simply profess belief but fail to carry
out the obligations it imposes. They
do not observe what Allah has com-
manded and do not avoid what He has
prohibited. While failing to discharge
fundamental obligations such as: The
Five Daily Prayers, giving Zakat, observ-
ing Ramadan, avoiding indecency, they
delude themselves into thinking that a
mere verbal profession of faith in Allah
will qualify them for a life of eternal
bliss in Jannah.
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YOUNG PERSON>S ARTICLE: Trustworthiness

“If 1 tell you that an army of horsemen are coming up the
other side of this mountain, will you believe me?” the proph-
et (sa) asked. They said: “We have never heard you telling a
lie” (Bukhari)

From this Hadith | have learnt that Prophet Mohamed
(sa) has never told a lie and we as Muslims should follow
in his footsteps. Even before prophethood, he was doing a
business, engaging with people , travelling with his uncles.
Even before Allah made him prophet the people of Makkah
called the prophet Al - Sadiq and Al - Ameen. People don’t
judge islam by the Quran, they judge it by the behaviour of
us Muslims. If we do not show them that all Muslims are
trustworthy and honest then they will have no faith in Islam.
Trustworthiness is therefore one of the most important qual-
ities in life.

It is the quality on which all relationships are built whether
this could be your family or your friends. Once the trust is
broken it will take a long time for them to regain their trust
in you. Also, we are designed to be in relationships with oth-
ers, so we should learn to trust them, make them trust us

and refrain from lying.

Trustworthy people respect themselves and others too. They
believe that respect is to be given to every human being -
they don’t resort to intimidation or humiliation tactics to
show disrespect to others. Trustworthy people possess good
manners and strong values.

Trust is a heavy burden that even the sun, moon and sky can-
not hold because they know that the punishment of break-
ing it will be severe. If we lie and do not speak the truth, we
will be answerable to Allah, who has commanded us in the
Qur’an:

erdsliall &5 153555 401 15831 63T el T LY

Shared via AyahOh you who have believed, fear Allah and be
with those who are true [At-Taubah: 119].

Written By Amna Jawahir, 11yrs old, Doha English speaking
school

Our Non-Muslim Relatives: Their Rights Upon us

When | reverted to Islam over 10 years ago, | received mixed
reactions from my friends and family. While attending my
first family gathering wearing Hijab, | was eyed very curiously
at first, but with time they have come to accept my choice.
Now, no one even seems to notice much except for the oc-
casional complement on my choice of scarf. Most of my rel-
atives accepted my new faith kindly with respect and made
efforts to accommodate me, and my family. When holidays
rolled around, my relatives would sometimes find it diffi-
cult to purchase gifts for other children in the family while
“leaving mine out.” When | patiently explained why it was
important to me that they respect my decision, they did just
that. There were a couple of times where my new faith was
“challenged” (luring intense discussions about religion, or
world events, but we have all learned to respect one anoth-
er’s choices and continue to love and support one another as
a family. In many ways, Islam helped me improve my family
relationships since | began taking seriously the instruction to
maintain family ties. Alhamdu Lillaah (praise be to Allah), it
has been a pretty easy transition.

Establishing boundaries

Even the most pleasant visit with non-family members can
present challenges and tests. Some things are easy to navi-
gate, like avoiding alcohol or dishes with non-halal meat at a
family event. Others are more difficult. One area that can be
challenging is family gossip. Many relatives delight in sharing
family secrets when they come together. It can be difficult to
resist the urge to listen, participate and comment about the
juicy details of another’s life, but this is considered backbit-
ing, and participating in it, is likewise forbidden and should
be avoided.

Spreading malicious gossip about others is condemned in
the Quran; Allah Says (what means): {... And do not spy or
backbite each other. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of
his brother when dead? You would detest it. And fear Allah;
indeed, Allah is Accepting of repentance and Merciful.} [Qu-

ran 49:12] If you are part of a family whose favorite pastime
is dishing on one another, you may have to get creative when
attempting to avoid this kind of activity. When you notice
that the conversation is taking a turn to gossip, try gently
steering the conversation to another topic instead.
Another challenge specific to women is the issue of Hijab.
Some non-Muslim family members do not understand the
purpose of Hijab and may try to discourage a Muslim rela-
tive from wearing it. Some Muslim women recall being pres-
sured to remove their scarves when running simple errands,
or while attending a large event with family and friends be-
cause it was considered “embarrassing”. This could be a real
conundrum for a revert who has her own struggle with the
issue of wearing Hijab. This could be an opportunity to edu-
cate your family about the benefits of Hijab. Enlighten them
to the fact that covering has been an integral part of main-
taining modesty in other religions as well —including Christi-
anity and Judaism. Ultimately, we seek to please Allah and
have to make decisions that complement that goal.
Balancing religious obligations and family

Muslims can maintain their identity and religious obligations
while keeping family ties by being patient, compassionate
and kind to non-Muslim relatives even when they are criti-
cal, or negative:

Remain humble. Don’t treat others as if you are superior to
them. Be polite. Accept invitations from family that are with-
in religious principles. This is an opportunity to strengthen
family ties. Refuse to be a part of bad behavior, or create
dissention.

Be cheerful and pleasant to everyone. We all prefer the com-
pany of someone pleasant and happy. A positive attitude is
infectious. The Prophet sallallaahu “alayhi wa sallam ( may
Allah exalt his mention ) was known for being cheerful, smil-
ing pleasantly to everyone. Anyone who spent time with him
felt as though he liked him or her best. Our families deserve
to know that feeling. By Kimberly Ben
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Revert Helped
1000 People to

Convert to Islam
in Belgium

By Bruce Paterson

Before we jump to the story let us have a piece of
advice from the great Muslim Caliph and Com-
panion of Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him),
Umar ibn Khattab (May Allah be pleased with
him)

Invite people without speaking with them let
alone forcing them and alluring them.

Our sister from Belgium not only converted to
Islam while she was a teenager but also helped
around 1000 people to understand and convert
to Islam.

She did all this without a single help from any-
body else and why would she need help when she
can inspire people just by preaching and follow-
ing the religion of Allah.

Her name is Veronique Cools and she reverted
to Islam when she was a teenager 13 years ago.
She is 31 years old now and during past years she
helped people to embrace Islam.

As Islam is a minority but significant religion in

Belgium, Cools got attracted towards it easily.
She was influenced by the behaviors of her Mus-
lim friends at school.

Veronique was intrigued and fascinated by the
religion so she started doing her research about
Islam and Muslims. She sought help through re-
ligious classes by Turkish scholars in Belgium.
In a matter of time, Veronique got convinced
that Islam is a true religion and she can reach
God through it. She embraced Islam.

But, in the beginning it was not easy for her. The
Belgian population had negative views about Is-
lam in their minds and this was perpetrated by
media agencies.

Now come towards Islam, the second largest re-
ligion of the world and also the fastest growing
religion of the planet. Does Islam have anything
like missionary group on a global scale - the an-
swer is no.

She had to face the anger of her family who
weren't ready to accept her conversion to Islam.
But soon after through her hard work and deter-
mination and most importantly with the help of
Allah, she not only convinced her family but also
made them accept it.

She portrayed the true pictures of Islam and
broke down all their prejudices that they had
against it.

She with the help of her family members man-
aged to convert the ground floor of her house
into an Islamic Center for Belgian Muslims seek-
ing to learn more about Islam.

She opened the Islamic Center for Non-Muslims
and invited them to visit it anytime they wish to.
Gradually, the non-Muslim Belgians started vis-
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iting it and learning new things about
Islam which were contrary to what
they learnt through media.

They enjoyed exploring the true reli-
gion as Allah wished them for. Soon
peoples’ prejudices against Islam
washed away.

She says that becoming a Muslim in
modern day Europe isn't easy at all but
being Muslim at the time of Prophet
wasn’t easy too.

She blames lack of knowledge or incor-
rect knowledge as the reason behind
prejudices against Islam. But according
to her, Muslims should always work
hard to break their stereotypes by pa-
tience, hard work and determination
and showing true picture of Islam.

In 2014, through her Islamic center and
organisation she managed to help 1000
Belgian people convert to Islam. She
achieved this remarkable milestone in
just 8 years after her conversion.

Most of the people who converted to
Islam were Belgian women.

She believes that it is the wrong and
negative portrayal of Islam and Mus-
lims by media after 9/11 made fear,
chaos, hatred and misconceptions
about Islam in the mind of Belgian ci-
vilians and other Non-Muslims of the
west.
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