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INTRODUCTION

The Root of the word Mala’ikah 43

is 453.H which means ‘a message’. This is
because, of the most well-known duties
of the Angels is that they were the mes-
sengers of Allah S.W.T. to His prophets on
Earth.
M)&Mld&b&))’bubwlﬂabwwl
All the praises and thanks be to Al-
lah, the Originator of the heav-
ens and the earth, Who made the
angels  messengers, (Al-Fatir, 1).
They do not eat or drink, nor do they get
bored or tired or worshipping Allah S. WT
93 J@s JAl Oexad
They glorify His Praises night and day,
(and) they never slacken (Al-Anbiya, 20)
Angels are part of the unseen world, but
we believe in their existence with cer-
tainty and conviction. Angels are beauti-
ful winged creatures who have the ability
to change form (by Allah’s permission)
and vary in size, status and merit. They
are honourable slaves of Allah who were
created (from light) before human beings
and will eventually suffer death. They
submit themselves to Allah, obey him
and execute his commands.

Angels do not possess any fixed material
form and due to our limited faculties, we
are not able to see them (in this world).
However, one of the miracles of our
Prophet ((#Bwas that he saw Jibreel A.S
in both his true and human form.

Belief in Angels is one of the six funda-
mental pillars of iman, without which
one cannot be considered a believer.
The branches of iman, which we shall
cover soon, complete and perfect our
iman.

“.., and whosoever disbelieves in Allah,
His Angels, His Books, His Messengers,
and the Last Day, then indeed he has
strayed far away (An-Nisa, 136).”
THE VIGILANT WATCHERS

J..u_e JLA_WJl RYX) u«.A.«.” uLLo.liUl un.l.u _\l
Remember, there are two receivers, one
sitting on the right and one on the left,
recording everything .
e Cody Gl Y Jid e Ll G
Not a word does he (or she) utter, but
there is a vigilant watcher at hand
(ready to record it) [Surah Qaaf, 17-18].
Throughout his life, man is under the
ever-present watch of 2 angels ap-
pointed over him, who record every
move he makes, every word he ut-
ters and every thought he entertains
and nothing remains unrecorded.
These verses in Surah Qaaf also teach us
that in the hereafter, these angels will
produce documentary evidence of all the
actions and thoughts of the individuals
they monitored. The exact nature of this
is beyond our perception so we believe
in its import and accept it as it stands.
SIGNIFICANCE OF BELIEVING IN ANGELS
The significance of belief in angels is for

PILLARS OF IMAN (2):
BELIEF IN ANGELS

human beings to know that all of their
deeds are being recorded, and their
thoughts are being monitored. This firm
belief helps us to pause and reflect be-
fore acting, because it is when we haste
that we fall into sin. Our Prophet ((&8said
that, “deliberation and careful action is
from Allah and haste is from Shaytaan.”
Believing in Angels and their varying roles
and abilities also adds to the Khashyah
(ii=) that one feels towards Allah S.W.T.
indeed the magnificence of his creation is
a proof of the magnificence of the creator.
Khashyah = respect combined with fear
and wonder.

THE ANGELS AND ADAM (AS)

When Allah S\W.T. wanted to create
Adam He informed His angels of
that. They asked Him the reason behind
that, because they knew that the sons

of Adam would cause corruption
and shed blood, and they would disobey
Allah and disbelieve in Him. He told
them that there were reasons for the
creation of Adam which they did
not know. Allah Says in the Quran:

And [mention, O Muhammad], when
your Lord said to the angels, “Indeed, |
will make upon the earth a successive
authority.” They said, “Will You place
upon it one who causes corruption there-
in and sheds blood, while we declare
Your praise and sanctify You?” He [Allah]
said, “Indeed, | know that which you do
not know.” [Quran Y:Y'-]
Their prostration to Adam
he was created:

Allah commanded His angels to prostrate
to Adam when He had completed
his creation and breathed His soul into
him. They responded to the command,
except for Shaytaan.

So the angels prostrated — all of them
entirely. Except Satan; he was arrogant
and became among the disbelievers. [Qu-
ran 38:73-74]

How the angels taught Adam

It is narrated that Abu Hurayrah <2 said:
The Messenger of Allah said: “Allah
created Adam in his image (i.e. without
progressing through the stages of a nor-
mal human, starting from a sperm until
the completion of his human formation),
and he (Adam) was sixty cubits tall. When
He had created him, He said, ‘Go and
greet them — a group of angels who were
sitting — and listen to how they respond,
for that will be your greeting and the
greeting of your descendents.” So he said,
As-Salamu “Alaykum,” and they said,
As-Salamu "Alayka wa rahmat-Allahi.
So they added the words wa rahmat-Al-
lah.” [Al-Bukhari]

when

The angels washed Adam when he
died:
When Adam died, his children did

not know what they should do with his
body, so the angels taught them. Ubayy

PY'Y’ Y5> YO NFFY del 93 0 WA ol ¥ aiis o oslo=s Jo JLw

Il

lbn Ka’b <%= narrated that the Prophet
said: “When Adam, died, the angels
washed his body with water an odd num-
ber of times, then they buried him in a
grave with a niche (land), and said: This is
the way of the sons of Adam.”[Al-Hakim
and At-Tabarani]
The connection between the angels and
the descendents of Adam is very
strong. They are there when a person is
created, they guard him/her after he/
she emerges into this world. They bring
the revelation from Allah and they watch
over people>s actions and behaviour.
They bring a personss soul forth from his
body when his appointed time (of death)
comes.
THE ANGELS AND THE SONS OF ADAM
(AS)
Their role in the creation of man:
It is narrated that Ibn Mas’ood, may Allah
be pleased with him, said: “The Messen-
ger of Allah who is the most truthful
one, told us: “Each one of you comes to
gether in mother’s womb for forty days,
then becomes an ‘Aalagah (clot) for a
similar period of time. Then he becomes
a Mudhghah (chewed lump of flesh) for
a similar length of time. Then Allah sends
an angel to him, who is commanded with
four things. It is said to him: Write down
his deeds, his provision, and whether he
is doomed (destined for Hell) or blessed
(destined for Paradise). Then the soul is
breathed into him.”” [Al-Bukhari]
The angels guard the sons of Adam

Almighty Allah Says (what means): “It is
the same [to Him] concerning you wheth-
er one conceals [his] speech or one publi-
cizes it and whether one is hidden by night
or conspicuous [among others] by day.
For him [i.e. each one] are successive [an-
gels] before and behind him who protect
him by the decree of Allah. Indeed, Allah
will not change the condition of a people
until they change what is in themselves.
And when Allah intends for a people ill,
there is no repelling it. And there is not
for them besides Him any patron.” [Quran
VA - -]

Ibn “Abbas “=2 has explained that what
is meant by «successive angels» is the an-
gels whom Allah appoints to guard a per-
son from before and from behind. Then
when the decree of Allah comes, which
Allah wills should befall him, they with-
draw from him.

Mujahid said: «There is no person
who does not have an angel appointed to
protect him when he is asleep and when
he is awake, from the jinn, other men
and savage beasts. None of these come
to him, but the angel tells it, *Keep away!»
except for that which Allah has given
permission to befall him.»



pY Y Y5> YO IFF) azxaxll 53 0 (VAN wwsl ¥

A SEASONAL REMINDER - THE BEST DAYS OF THE YEAR!

Out of His infinite mercy, Allah (Swt) has chosen and
given preference to certain days/times through-
out the year and in them He has raised the status
of righteous deeds in contrast to others, thus allow-
ing us to be the recipients of countless rewards and
benefits! One of these opportunistic periods is the
first ten days of Dhul-Hijjah (started on Wednesday
22/07/2020) regarding whichly

The Messenger of Allah £ said:

g flzal Sl eu G i
oY) 02 Ga Lr“ &aal

“There are no days
during which the righ-
teous action is more

pleasing to Allah than
the first ten days of Dhul-
Hijjah...”

[Al-Bukhari]

SOME TARGETS
1. Establish & Perfect our Salah

Make prayer the centre focus of every day and strive
to perform it on time, and in congregation.

2. Revive Relationship with the Qur’an

Whether it be though reading, listening or under-
standing the verses.

3. Fast The Day Of Arafah

It will fall on Thursday the 30 of August
insha’Allahu Ta’aala.

“Fasting the day of Arafah, | hope, will ex-
piate the sins of the year before it and the
year to come...” [Muslim, 1976].

RESPECT

Written by Amaanullah, 13 years old, London.

Respect of one another in Islam is a paramount qual-
ity to possess in order to succeed

in this life and the hereafter. The wide array of differ-
ent things to respect vary from

respecting yourself by not taking drugs to respecting
people of other faiths and

races.

Self-respect should first be observed before respect-
ing others. Certain substances

cause harm to your body when you ingest them or
when you consume a higher

quantity to what is recommended. Respect observed
to one’s self is as important as

to others. Without respecting yourself, your body per-
forms at a weaker version of it's

possible capabilities which make day-to-day activi-
ties such as sport more difficult to

perform. This respect should be maintained to en-
sure a healthy lifestyle. Examples

of how this respect can be sustained are numerous
from eating less to exercising

more.

Modesty is another form of self-respect which is eval-
uated in day-to-day

activities such as the language that you may use or
how humble you may walk. The

act of walking proudly and the use of foul language
go against the principles of Islam

in which modesty and humbleness are an action to
be observed in abundance.

Elders in Islam are entitled to respect from people
younger than them. The following

narration emphasises this: “An older man came to
talk to the Prophet and people

were hesitant to make room for him. The Prophet
said: ‘He is not one of us who

does not have mercy on our young and does not re-
spect us our elders’ (Tirmidhi).” This hadith shows
that the prophet strongly advised the respect

for elders and made it clear that anyone who failed to
do this would not be one of

them. This powerful warning shows the importance of
respecting the elders in Islam.

Teachers in Islam deserve respect. Allah in the Qu-
ran mentions the prophet as a

teacher in this verse:” like (a favour which you have
already received) in that We

have sent among you a messenger of your own, re-
hearsing to you Our verses,

and purifying you, and instructing you in scripture and
wisdom, and in new

knowledge” (Quran 2:151). According to this verse of
the holy Quran, the prophet

was sent to teach about the holy Quran, the wisdom
and unknown things to the

people of this world. This shows the importance of
respect to our teachers as the

prophet (SAW) was himself a teacher.



A blind man’s
sparked interest

in Islam leads
him to accept
Islam.

First of all, I would like to start by saying that this
true story is not for my own fame or admiration,
but for the sake of my Lord and your Lord God.
All praises due to God, the Lord of the worlds,
the Beneficent, the Merciful Owner of the day of
judgment. I would like to repeat to you some-
thing I heard: the journey of a thousand miles
has to start with the first step, and this is the first
part of my journey.

My name is Malik Mohammed Hassan, and I
have recently converted to Islam. When I was
in junior high school, I was first introduced to
Islam by reading the book Roots by Alex Haley.
It taught me a little bit about the strong will that
most Muslims possess, myself included. It also
introduced me to Allah. I had never heard of
Allah in his real form until I read that book, and
I was very curious. I then started reading about
The Nation of Islam (specifically Malcolm X),
and it fascinated me how devoted he was to God,

especially after he left the self serving Nation of
Islam. Reading about Malcolm made me think
about a God who (for a change) did not have
any physical ... limitations and, being a totally
blind person, it made me relate to these people:
the people who Malcolm and Haley referred to
as Muslims. I continued reading what I could
about Islam, which wasn’t as much as it should
have been. My reading material was very limit-
ed, because like I said above, I am a totally blind
person, and the material available about Islam in
Braille or on tape was not only very little, but
also very general. I believe the reason was that
the material that I had access to wasn’t written by
Muslims, and it kind of painted a dark picture of
Islam. I think most of the literature written by
Christians or non Muslims about Islam tends to
do that most of the time. And I didn’t know that
there were even Muslims in Halifax, so I obvi-
ously didn’t know any. I didn’t even know about
the local Islamic association until I was already
a Muslim.

So I read what I could until my first year out
of high school, around the month of May, 1996,
when I received a phone call asking me if I want-
ed to participate in a camp for blind and visu-
ally impaired people, known throughout Canada
as Score. I agreed and sent them a resume, and
praise be to God, I was excepted for work.

At first, I really didn’t want to go, but something
kept telling me it would be a good idea if T went.
So, on June 30th 1996 I boarded a plane from
Nova Scotia to Toronto and took my last trip as a
non Muslim; I just didn’t know it yet.

I got to Toronto, and everything at first was
pretty normal... It was on the second
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day I was there when the journey of a
thousand miles first started.

I arrived on a Sunday, and on the next
day I met the person who God would
use with His divine power to help
guide me to the beautiful Religion of
Islam. I met a sister named [xxxx], and
if she reads this, I hope she doesn’t get
mad at me for using her name.
When I met her, I immediately wanted
to talk to her because I liked her name.
I asked her of what origin her name
was and she told me that it was Arabic;
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so I asked her if she was Muslim and she replie
with the answer of yes. I immediately starte
telling her what I already knew about Islam
which lasted about ten seconds. I started askingy
her questions and also asking her to talk to me;
about Islam.

One particular incident that comes to my min
is when all of the workers at the camp went to
baseball game, and the sister and I started talkingy
about Islam and missed pretty much the whole;
game.

Well, anyways, we talked for about three, maybe;
four days on and off about Islam, and on July the,
fifth, if my memory doesn’t fail me, I became a
Muslim. My life has been totally different eve
since. I look at things very differently than I
used to and I finally feel like I belong to a family.
All Muslims are brothers and sisters in Islam so
I could say that I have approximately 1.2 billion;
brothers and sisters all of whom I'm proud to be
related to. I finally know what it feels like to be
humble and to worship a God that I don’t have;
to see.

For any non Muslim reading this, just look at ity
this way. It's good to learn, but you never know;
when you will be tested, and if youre not in the
class at the time of the final exam, no matter how;
much you know, you’ll never get any credit. So
like I said, it's good to learn, but if you want to
get credit, sign up for the class. In other words,
declare shahada (testimony to faith) and let GodY
teach you everything you need to know. Believe;
me the reward is worth it. You could say the;
reward is literally heaven.

If any good comes out of this story all the credi
is due to God; only the mistakes are my own.
would like to mention a part of a hadeeth tha
has had a great effect on me and that is:
“Worship God as if you see him and if you don’
see him, know that he sees you” (Saheeh Mus-
lim)
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