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INTRODUCTION

Believing in the divine books revealed
is an inseparable part of the whole sys-
tem of faith, which is not complete and
cannot be achieved except by it. Allah
S.V\(.T.s§id: y
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“The Messenger believed in what He
revealed to him from His Lord and
the believers, all who believed in Al-
lah and His angels and His Books
and Messengers” (Al-Baqarah: 285)
u\_\sxlju}_uﬂm_.\w\ il Gl Lgdl L
e O340 @20 Ll a2 w‘° d)—' @l
Al Lhya A sy Al 5 &5 52508
13 Yol J i 38, a1 o33l

“O ye who believe! Believe in Allah
and His Messenger, and the Book that
is revealed to His Messenger, and
the Book that was revealed before,
and those who disbelieve in Allah,
His angels and His Books and Mes-
sengers. Far away “(An Nisa: 136)
The work book is ‘kitab’ in Arabic.
The root of the word is ‘katb’((e=S
which  means gathering/compiling
something. This supports the Islam-
ic view that Allah’s messengers re-
ceived books gradually, in stages.
We hold a firm belief that all the holy
books were revealed by Allah SW.T and
that Allah spoke them in a real sense
(they are the words/speech of Allah).

METHODS OF REVELATION

1) Some were heard directly from
Allah, from behind a veil

2) Conveyed by an angelic mes-
senger to a human messenger

3) Written by Allah SW.T himself,
such as the Tablets of prophet Musa
A.S.
;\J,u_u\t_.;)\zm\us;u\)_mxu\su,
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It is not given to any human being that
Allah should speak to him unless (it be)
by Inspiration, or from behind a veil, or
(that) He sends a Messenger to reveal
what He wills by His Leave. Verily, He is
Most High, Most Wise. (Ash-Shoora: 51).

BELIEF IN ALL OF THE BOOKS
Belief in Allah’s holy books entails be-

PILLARS OF IMAN (3):
BELIEF IN ALLAH>S BOOKS

lieving in the books that Allah has men-
tioned in general terms and believing
in those which he has specifically men-
tioned by name

HYJ u)_a\ LAS(.\S.\_HJ‘J &A\J JJJB
SIS G 2 050 Ly & Sl (8555 hz) 5]
So [Prophet] call people to that faith
and follow the straight path as you
have been commanded. Do not go by
what they desire, but say, ‘I believe in
whatever Scripture God has sent down.
(Al-Shoora: 15)

And amongst those holy books which
Allah has mentioned specifically are the
Qur’an, the Injeel (Gospel), the Zaboor
(Psalms), the Tawrat (Old Testament)
and the Suhuf (scriptures) of Ibrahim
and Musa.

Despite differences with regard to par-
ticular laws and legislations mentioned
in these books, the core fundamental
message and purpose of life has been
one and the same throughout these
books which is to worship Allah alone
and to completely submit to his will.

THE DISTORTION OF THE INJEEL AND
TAWRAT
Iman in Allah’s books means we believe
in all of his books in their original form.
The Injeel and Tawrat of today are cer-
tainly not the same books which were
revealed to Isa AS and Musa AS. Allah
says in the Qur an:
\M U}J)A.\H?_tht_\bg\ uﬁ.\s.au_uﬂd_\js
Lurgid.:ﬁ&'mmq_\\ Ciial &) e G
Ol G 2 (355 r@eé:" &l
So woe to those who write something
down with their own hands and then
claim, ‘This is from God,” in order to
make some small gain. Woe to them for
what their hands have written! Woe
to them for all that they have earned!
(Al-Bagarah: 79)
However, people distorted and corrupt-
ed the Tawrat and Injeel by attributing
their own sayings and desires to God,
while adding and removing verses from
them. Thus due to either or both neg-
ligence and deliberate distortion of the
holy books, there is no/little connection
between them and the books revealed
by Allah SW.T.
THE QUR’AN AS A CONFIRMATION
Muslims believe the Qur’an to be the
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final revelation of God’s Word to man-
kind, and a completion and confirma-
tion of previous books. Allah says
4% (i LA Uiias (5Al LSl el L3
We sent to you [Muhammad] the Scrip-
ture with the truth, confirming the Scrip-
tures that came before it, and with final
authority over them (Al-Ma’idah: 48)
The Qur’an is described as Muhaymin
meaning that it is a witness over the
books that came before it. It confirms
whatever is true in them and rejects
whatever distortions, alterations and
changes that have occured in them.
It also abrogates any previous rulings
mentioned in past books and sets the
Qur’an as the final authority and ruling
which we are to live our life according
to and judge by.

The Qur'an and the Sunnah are
therefore Allah S.W.T’s constitu-
tion for human life for as long as
people continue to live on Earth.

THE PRESERVATION OF THE QUR’AN
Allah SW.T tested previous nations
by delegating the preservation of the
previous Books to their scholars and
monks, but with his final revelation the
Qur’an, He SW.T himself has guaran-
teed to preserve and protect it from
dlstorhon/corruphon

Gsaslal 41 G5 SR W (A )

We have sent down the Quran Ourself,
and We Ourself will guard it. (Al-Hijr: 9)
Allah S.W.T also says:
uhwyjbmuuwdhu\ahy
Falsehood cannot touch it from the
front or from the rear (Fussilat: 42)
Falsehood is not able to touch or ap-
proach the Quran from any angle.
None can succeed in proving anything
false in the Quran, nor can anything be
discovered ftill Resurrection which may
be opposed to the truths and realities
presented by the Quran.

What the Qur’an has declared as the
truth can never be proven to be false-
hood and that which it has declared as
falsehood can never be proven to be
the truth.

3k 3 3k 3k 3k 3k %k 3k %k %k 3k %k *k k
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By Abdul Mateen Latifi

My friends, | give you good news, and | swear by Allah that
the Corona virus is coming to its end, because it is not the
way of Allah to continue disasters in the nations of proph-
et Muhammad (pbuh) for extended periods of time. | ask
you, for the sake of Allah to stop returning to sinful dealings
with interest. In the same way that you have controlled the
mixing of your children with those who you do not allow
them to mix with, please continue to do the same after
the passing of

this pandemic

to protect your-

self from hell-

fire. Fear Allah,

as today you do

not shake hands

with those for-

bidden to mix

with due to the

Corona  virus,

please continue

to do the same

after the virus

comes to its

end to continue

to stay protect-

ed from hellfire.

In order to stay safe from the possible death caused by
the virus, you have taken many precautions, which is a
positive thing. Isn’t it better to take similar precautions for
your deaths which is certain?

The eyes full of tears because of the closure of mosques
are the same eyes that were tearless yesterday when the
mosques were open. Such levels of faith, such levels of
piety, such levels of fear of Allah, such levels of closeness
to Allah and the fearing of death. These are the examples
of the good servants of Allah and remain this faithful after
the passing of the corona virus. | swear by Allah, that the
world will be in a better place if we stay in this state. Today
you seek forgiveness from each other by sending messag-
es and asking people to forgive you for the sake of Allah.

The Corona virus will pass, but after that, continue keep-
ing good ties with family and friends and do not return
to sinful dealings with interest, do not send your parents
to nursing homes. Today, the superpowers of the world
are powerless, not due to threats of atom bombs but due
to a virus that cannot even be observed, which is one of
Allah’s small armies. If you survive the corona virus and
return to your forbidden habits, can you be sure that you

LESSONS FROM CORONAVIRUS
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will not experience Allah’s punishment again? Allah is the
one that can always get to you with the armies of earth
and heaven, and you can never overpower Allah, so stay
in the state that you are in right now.

Where is the immediate news of the killing of thousands
of Syrians?

Where is the news of the thousands being killed in Gaza?

Where is the news of the thousands being murdered in
Yemen and Iraq?

The whole world has come
to a halt from killing and op-
pressing the innocent. That
Syrian child that said, after
the death of his father, “I
will tell Allah everything”
is safe today. Look at the
killers and the oppressors
today, they are afraid of a
virus, | hope they will stay
in fear like this until the day
of judgement. | hope that,
after the passing of the
Coronavirus, the Yemenis
will not suffer from famine, |
hope after the Coronavirus,
children will no longer die of hunger, | hope humanity re-
mains like this.

Oh Allah, we express our weakness in front of you, Oh Al-
lah, we bear you as a witness that we now know our lim-
itations. There is no power that can bring harm or bring
goodness without you. The westerners now understand
that there is no worldly solution to every problem, and all
Is managed by the power in Heaven. Indeed, from the day
of the creation of the Heavens, everything was managed
by the power of Allah.

Oh Allah, we are aware of our limitations now, we are
weak and powerless, we are the beggars at your door-
step. Oh Allah we know you are Qahar and Jabbar, but we
also believe you are Rahman and Raheem. Oh, the most
merciful, please prevent us from facing any further calam-
ities. Oh Allah we are surrounded by the effects of this
pandemic, because of this virus we have lost relatives and
friends, we ask you to remove this virus from the face of
the earth and to save us. Oh Allah, please do not further
prolong this virus outbreak and make this virus the cause
of our guidance and allow us to return to our natural life.



How Martin

Become
Muslim?

My name is Jeremy and I am from Leeds. I be-
came Muslim in 2004 at the age of 21, and since
that time I have also been known as Yusuf.
I was brought up in a practicing Christian envi-
ronment; my mother and father were mission-
aries in Uganda for around 17 years. I am the
oungest of my siblings and I was born towards
the end of their mission, spending the first two
years of my life there. My family moved to Leeds
shortly after we returned to England. I was sent
to Church of England schools and my parents
were very active in their church. It’s fair to say
that I was brought up in a strongly religious
household.

Shortly before my teens, it suddenly dawned on
me what the central message of Christianity is.
We were being taught that Jesus, whom I had al-
ways understood to be a great man, is somehow
also God. Whilst I didn’t question it too much at
the time, I remember thinking that it was a little

strange and it made me feel a little uneasy. When
I hit my teenage years, I began to experience life
in a new way, taking a path that, as a relative-
ly conservatively raised child, I had assumed I
would not venture down. Apart from my obses-
sion with cricket, I had a keen interest in music
and I soon became caught up in the stereotypical
musician’s party lifestyle.

I met a young Muslim woman whom I fell in
love with. Although it was clear that she felt the
same way, she also made it clear that a relation-
ship was pointless as I was not a Muslim and that
a Muslim woman can only marry a Muslim man.
Deep down I felt that this was positively barbaric
and against everything I had been taught, but at
the same time I was amazed that she, a beautiful,
intelligent and articulate woman, would find this
to be a completely sane position.

Once I had got over the initial shock, I asked
her: “What is Islam?” From there, we began a
dialogue about religion, politics, sociology and
aspects of popular culture. At first, these conver-
sations were just for general interest and I had
no intention of actually becoming Muslim. I was
always struck by her natural wisdom, which I
now know was the result of having been brought
up with the Quran and the teachings of Mu-
hammad, peace and blessings be upon him. I
was later given the Yusuf Ali translation of the
Qur’an, and I would wash my face, hands and
arms, wipe my head and ears, and wash my feet,
as I had been instructed (a process called wudu),
before reading it every night before bed. I was
not much of a reader, but I really wanted to un-
derstand it for what it is, and so I would read a
very short portion and try to reflect on
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the meaning.I was hooked.

What was really surprising to me was,
not just the fact that many of the major
characters from the Bible were in the
Quran (Adam, Noah, Abraham, Mo-
ses, Jesus), but that I was very clearly
in there too. It explained me to myself
- and I didn’t like everything that I
learned.

This is perhaps best illustrated by an
incident that happened to me one
night whilst I was reading. I had
reached the chapter in the Quran call
Surat al-Noor - the Chapter of Light.
In it is the following passage:

Allah is the Light of the heavens and
the earth. The metaphor of His Light
is that of a niche in which is a lamp,
A the lamp inside a glass, the glass like
a brilliant star, lit from a blessed tree,
an olive, neither of the east nor of the
west, its oil all but giving off light even
if no fire touches it. Light upon Light.
Allah guides to His Light whoever He
wills and Allah makes metaphors for
mankind and Allah has knowledge of
all things.

(v. 33)

Just as I read this, I was hit by what I
can only describe as a feeling of peace
and happiness coupled with a deep

innate knowledge that this was somehow true.§
I wasn't sure where this came from, although i
seemed to be from both outside of me and inside;
of me at the same time. I read it over and over,
and I could almost but not quite comprehend it,
yet at the same time it seemed absolutely true.
Somewhat stunned by this, I carried on reading
until I reached the following:
But the actions of those who are disbelievers are;
like a mirage in the desert. A thirsty man thinks
it is water but when he reaches it, he finds it to
be nothing at all, but he finds Allah there. He
will pay him his account in full. Allah is swift at}
reckoning.

Or they are like the darkness of a fathomless se
which is covered by waves above which are wave
above which are clouds, layers of darkness, on
upon the other. If he puts out his hand, he ca
scarcely see it. Those Allah gives no light to, they;
have no light.

(v. 39-40)

This is where I encountered myself again. I ha
spent my whole life chasing a mirage; I wanted;
to be liked, respected, loved - I wanted people;
to think that I was cool. I was thirsty for con-
tentment and happiness (and although I did no
realise it — Allah), and I thought adopting th
lifestyle I had chosen would bring me that, bu
I found nothing but my recompense - and that{
was anxiety and depression. I understood direct-
ly that the ‘swiftness’ in the account was, in fact,
immediate. Then I wondered: “How did anyone;
at that time know that the bottom of the ocean is{
dark? It is not possible to dive that deep, and this}
was apparently a desert religion” I was, however,
sure that I was in a dark place myself.

I found guidance in submitting my whole self,
inward and outward, to Allah, my Creator. I{
found that it became easy to do without many;
of the things I had previously believed I needed.
Pork and alcohol became repulsive to me, and Y
actually wanted to live a good, clean and whole-
some life. It felt liberating.
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