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BELIEF IN ALLAH>S MESSENGERS

INTRODUCTION

Although generations of humans
after Adam A.S departed from the
right path, Allah S\W.T did not leave
them to suffer in states of disbelief
and ignorance. He did not destroy
them or force them to take the right
course. Instead, he sent messengers
from amongst mankind to provide
them with knowledge of Allah, his
attributes and His laws and to guide
.them back to the right path

Allah SW.T has made belief in all his
prophets and messengers a condi-
tion of iman. Therefore, he who does
not believe in their message and
their truthfulness, does not believe
.in Allah

PURPOSE

Allah SW.T sent many thousands of
prophets and messengers through-
out the ages. All of them brought the
same message, and advocated the
same way of Life. They all called peo-
ple to Islam, the attitude of complete
.submission to the will of Allah

A1) oY s Al 08 b s
sl )5

And We certainly sent into every na-

PILLARS OF IMAN (4):

tion a messenger, [saying], “Worship
Allah (alone) and avoid Taghut”.(ev-
erything that is worshipped instead

or besides Allah- can refer to idols,

.( tyrants

Despite differences with regard to
particular laws and legislations the
prophets brought to their people,
one principle they all had in com-
mon was Tawheed, that all acts of
worship should be devoted solely to
Allah SW.T and all those worshipped

.besides him should be rejected

By sending messengers, Allah SW.T
establishes proof against humanity
so that they will not be able to claim
.ignorance on the day of judgment

LSa 15058 401 55T JLAl 3 A4a

We sent] messengers as bringers]
of good tidings and warners so that
mankind will have no argument
against Allah after the messengers.
And ever is Allah Exalted in Might
.(and Wise (Al Maida 4:16

Another purpose of sending mes-
sengers is providing humanity with
living, practical example of how to
lead moral, righteous and purpose-
ful lives that are free of doubts and
.confusion

BV olaws YO IFFY 40V (VSR (F dno2 o83l ojlocis Jol Jlus
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Iman in the Messengers entails that
We believe in all (25) that are men-
tioned by name in the Qur’an, such
as Muhammad, Ibrahim and Nuh.
We also hold a general belief in the
.other 1000s not mentioned by name

We believe they were sent as Bring-
Warners and ers of Glad Tidings and
faithfully delivered the message
without hiding, altering or corrupting
(anything. (Refer to verse 4:165

Allah S.W.T says in Surah Al-Ankabut:
“And there is not upon the Messen-
ger except [the duty of] clear notifi-
“.cation

Another reason Allah S.W.T sent
thousands of prophets to humanity
is to clarify to them the purpose of
- their creation

Worshipping Allah and obeying his
commands. They also clarified to
them that this life is a test for each
individual and how they perform in it
will determine which type of life they
will lead after death; a life of eternal
.bliss or eternal misery

CONCLUSION

Lastly, Allah S.W.T sent the Seal of
the prophets, Muhammad S.A.W.S to
complete the mission of the earlier
prophets and messengers. But unlike
those before him, he was sent with

a message applicable for all time,
people and places; hence, being the
last and final messenger

Since Allah S.W.T has promised that
the teachings of Muhammad S.A.W.S
will never undergo change and will
always be preserved in their orig-
inal language and in their primary
sources —the Qur’an and Sunnah,
there is no need for another proph-
et. The Qur’an and the Sunnah are
God'’s constitution for human life for
as long as people continue to live on
.earth
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Women in Islam- A Daughter, A Wife and A Mother

By: Bint Rismi

HOW DOES ISLAM REPRESENT WOMEN?
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF A WOMEN IN ISLAM?
MUSLIM WOMEN ARE OPPRESSED.

These are some of the few questions and statements that still
lingers in the minds of the people. Islam views women with
equal rights just as men but the responsibilities and duties dif-
fer. When a female is born into an Islamic family, she plays the
role of a daughter to the members of the family. It is said that
when a boy is born, then he brings one Noor (light) and when
a girl is born, then she brings two Noors”. They are a blessing
to the family. Females may not have the must-earn rule to run
the family but are the pathway to paradise. There is a narra-
tion which states- “One who loves his daughters and withstands
the hardship of grooming and getting them married, Almighty
Allah makes Jannah (paradise) compulsory on him and keeps
him protects from the Fire of Jahannam (hell)”. Wow, this narra-
tion explains how much Almighty has made daughters valuable
in Islam. The Almighty made it compulsory to be merciful to-
wards daughter. Paradise is a gift for every father who raises his
daughters following the protocols of Islam, provides and fulfils
their needs and hand them over in marriage legally. Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) said, “Whoever brings up two girls till they
reach the age of puberty, he and | will come on the Day of Res-
urrection like this (and he joined his index and middle finger)”..
Which father wouldn’t want that? The Prophet (peace be upon
him) had 4 daughters and he loved them unconditionally. He
never thought them as a burden but rather as a package of
blessings. He made a statement like, “(My daughter) Fatima is a
part of me, so whoever angers her angers me.” [Al Bukhari and
Muslim]. It is depressing to know how still people are unaware
of the role of women as a daughter in Islam is and how some-
times parents can look at them as a burden. Daughters are not
a burden but a reward for the afterlife.

Next, when a women’s wali becomes her husband with her
permission, as Islam does not permit forced marriage which
is against the teaching of Islam, she becomes a wife. “When
a man gives his daughter in marriage and she dislikes it, the
marriage shall be not accepted” [Sahih Bukhari]. Now, when it
comes to “wife in Islam” the impression embeds as staying at
home becoming a “slave”. That’s not the case. A wife in Islam is
never to be taken for granted or put down. Her wishes and goals
can be granted and reached with her husband’s permission.
She does not have to give it up all because she is a “wife”. She
is allowed to balance her goals and duties without disappoint-
ing her spouse. She has to obey her husband but is allowed to
voice her opinions regarding any matters. A wife has to guard
her and her husband’s honor. She is entrusted with money and
properties of her husband. When it comes to household, the
responsibilities in the chores has to be fairly shared and she is
to do serve and run the house as a favor not as an obligation. In
English, she is called as “house wife” but in Arabic she is known
as “Rabbaitul Bait” or “The Queen of the House”. Woah, that
for sure is a beautiful impression. A wife is to be protected by

her husband. Quran states “Men are the protectors of women,
because Allah made some of them excel others and because
they spend their wealth on them....” [4:34]. A wife in Islam helps
her husband to obey the commands of Allah, be the color to his
world, share his burdens and help him face his ups and downs
also respect his family and do things that make him happy. And
most of all respect him and be loyal and shower each other with
abundant love. Prophet (peace be upon him) narrated “When
they (a husband and wife) hold hands, their sins will fall away
from between their fingers.” Allah said in the Quran “And we
Created you in pairs” [78:8]. This ayah explain that male and fe-
male complete each other and be one with no boundaries and
differences. One of the best hadith of Prophet (peace be upon
him) stated “The woman who dies in the state of her husband
being pleased with her will enter Jannah (paradise).”

And, Family is the foundation and pillar of strength. As we are
aware that father is the head of the family the role of the moth-
er is equally important. Islam has a higher level of respect to-
wards a “mother”. The mother has the greater responsibility
and the greater reward in bringing up her children accordingly.
There is a saying “no love can be matched to a mother’s love”.
Quran states Their mothers bore them in hardship and deliv-
ered them in hardship. Their "period of™ bearing and weaning
is thirty months. In time, when the child reaches their prime
at the age of forty, they pray, “My Lord! Inspire me to "always”
be thankful for Your favours which You blessed me and my
parents with, and to do good deeds that please You. And instil
righteousness in my offspring. | truly repent to You, and | truly
submit "to Your Will".” [46:15]. This ayah of the Quran explains
us a great deal about the extents a mother goes to bring her
children to the world and build a generation with risks but it’s all
done with utmost love. Mothers are precious gifts to the world,
they should be treated with love and kindness and obeyed at all
circumstances. The following narration of the Prophet (peace
be upon him) in an occasion states: “God has forbidden for you
to be undutiful to your mothers” [Sahih Bukhari]. Hence, when
a women becomes a mother she is an even more important fig-
ure in Islam. She is valued so much that Jannah lies under her
feet. Prophet (peace be upon him) said “Paradise lies at the feet
of your mother” [Tirmidhi].

Therefore, Women are so privileged and honored in Islam that
a whole chapter in the Holy Quran is dedicated to them [Surah
An Nisa, Chapter 4]. Itis a blessing and pride to be born as wom-
en in Islam. The first martyr in Islam was a woman — Summaya
(peace be upon her). The first who believed in Prophet Muham-
mad (peace be upon him) was a woman — Khadeeja (peace be
upon her). Women have their own rights to education, inde-
pendence, marriage, dignity and inheritance in Islam. A women
carries the title of “Muslimah” with her all throughout her life
and is authorized with many rights and protected. It is always
to be reminded and remembered “Muslim Women are not op-
pressed”.
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How Austria
Journalist, and

Author, Became
Muslim

Muhammad Asad, Leopold Weiss, was born in
Livow, Austria (later Poland) in 1900, and at the
age of 22 made his visit to the Middle East. He later
became an outstanding foreign correspondent for
the Franfurtur Zeitung, and after his conversion to
Islam travelled and worked throughout the Muslim
world, from North Africa to as far East as Afghani-
stan.

After years of devoted study he became one of
the leading Muslim scholars of our age. After the
establishment of Pakistan, he was appointed the
Director of the Department of Islamic Reconstruc-
tion, West Punjab and later on became Pakistan’s
Alternate Representative at the United Nations.
Muhammad Asad’s two important books are: Islam
at the Crossroads and Road to Mecca. He also pro-
duced a monthly journal Arafat. At present he is
working upon an English translation of the Holy
Quran. [Asad completed his translation and has
passed away. -MSA-USC]

In 1922 I left my native country, Austria, to travel
through Africa and Asia as a Special Correspon-
dent to some of the leading Continental newspa-
pers, and spent from that year onward nearly the
whole of my time in the Islamic East. My interest
in the nations with which I came into contact was
in the beginning that of an outsider only. I saw be-

fore me a social order and an outlook on life fun-
damentally different from the European; and from
the very first there grew in me a sympathy for the
more tranquil -- I should rather say: more mecha-
nised mode of living in Europe.

This sympathy gradually led me to an investigation
of the reasons for such a difference, and I became
interested in the religious teachings of the Muslims.
At the time in question, that interest was not strong
enough to draw me into the fold of Islam, but it
opened to me a new vista of a progressive human
society, of real brotherly feeling. The reality, how-
ever, of presentday Muslim life appeared to be very
far from the ideal possibilities given in the religious
teachings of Islam.

Whatever, in Islam, had been progress and move-
ment, had turned, among the Muslims, into indo-
lence and stagnation; whatever there had been of
generosity and readiness for self-sacrifice, had be-
come, among the present-day Muslims, perverted
into narrow-mindedness and love of an easy life.
Prompted by this discovery and puzzled by the ob-
vious incongruency between Once and Now, I tried
to approach the problem before me from a more
intimate point of view: that is, I tried to imagine
myself as being within the circle of Islam. It was a
purely intellectual experiment; and it revealed to
me, within a very short time, the right solution. I
realised that the one and only reason for the social
and cultural decay of the Muslims consisted in the
fact that they had gradually ceased to follow the
teachings of Islam in spirit.

Islam was still there; but it was a body without soul.
The very element which once had stood for the
strength of the Muslim world was now responsible
for its weakness: Islamic society had been built,
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from the very outset, on religious foun-
dations alone, and the weakening of the
foundations has necessarily weakened
the cultural structure - and possibly
might cause its ultimate disappearance.
The more I understood how concrete
and how immensely practical the teach-
ings of Islam are, the more eager became
my questioning as to why the Muslims
had abandoned their full application to
real life. I discussed this problem with
many thinking Mulsims in almost all the
countries between the Libyan Desert and
the Pamirs, between the Bosphorus and
the Arabian Sea. It almost became an ob-
session which ultimately overshadowed
all my other intellectual interests in the
world of Islam.

The questioning steadily grew in em-
phasis - until I, a non-Muslim, talked
to Muslims as if I were to defend Islam
from their negligence and indolence.
The progress was imperceptible to me,
until one day — it was in autumn 1925, in
the mountains of Afghanistan - a young
provincial Governor said to me: “But
you are a Muslim, only you don’t know
it yourself” I was struck by these words
and remained silent. But when I came
back to Europe once again, in 1926, I saw
that the only logical consequence of my
attitude was to embrace Islam.

So much about the circumstances of my becoming
a Muslim. Since then I was asked, time and again:
“Why did you embrace Islam ? What was it that{
attracted you particularly ?” -- and I must confess:
I don’t know of any satisfactory answer. It was noty
any particular teaching that attracted me, but the;
whole wonderful, inexplicably coherent structure,
of moral teaching and practical life programme. I
could not say, even now, which aspect of it appeal
to me more than any other.

Islam appears to me like a perfect work of archi-
tecture.

All its parts are harmoniously conceived to com-
plement and support each other: nothing is super-
fluous and nothing lacking, with the result of an
absolute balance and solid composure. Probably;
this feeling that everything in the teachings and,
postulates of Islam is “in its proper place,” has cre-,
ated the strongest impression on me. There might}
have been, along with it, other impressions also
which today it is difficult for me to analyse. After;
all, it was a matter of love; and love is composed)
of many things; of our desires and our loneliness,
of our high aims and our shortcomings, of our;
strength and our weakness. So it was in my case.
Islam came over me like a robber who enters a
house by night; but, unlike a robber, it entered to,
remain for good.

Ever since then I endeavoured to learn as much asy
I could about Islam. I studied the Qur’an and the;
Traditions of the Prophet (peace and blessings be;
upon him); I studied the language of Islam and its\
history, and a good deal of what has been written;
about it and against it. I spent over five years in
the Hijaz and Najd, mostly in al-Madinah, so that}
I might experience something of the original sur-
roundings in which this religion was preached by;
the Arabian Prophet.
As the Hijaz is the meeting centre of Muslims from;
many countries, I was able to compare most of the;
different religious and social views prevalent in;
the Islamic world in our days. Those studies and;
comparisons created in me the firm conviction thaty
Islam, as a spiritual and social phenomenon, is still
in spite of all the drawbacks caused by the deficien-
cies of the Muslims, by far the greatest driving force;
mankind has ever experienced; and all my interesty
became, since then, centred around the problem ofy
its regeneration.

From “Islam, Our Choice
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