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(NAJM UK WEEKLY REMINDERS)

The word ‘Qadr’ linguistically means
a specified measure or amount of
something whether it is in terms of
quality and quantity. So here Al-Qa-
dr is an Arabic word meaning Allah’s
predestination of measurements and
sustenance of everything and every-
one, according to His knowledge and
wisdom. Belief in al-Qadr comprises
of four aspects or levels:

1) Belief in Allah’s knowledge of ev-
erything from the beginning of time
until the end.

2) Belief in Allah’s recording of every-
thing in the Preserved Tablet (z -
L yiaall)

3) Belief that whatever happens only
happens by the will of Allah and if He
does not will something, it can never
come into existence.

4) Belief in Allah’s creating of all,
bringing of everything into existence
and making everything be.

FIRST ASPECT: KNOWL-
EDGE

Belief in al-Qadr entails to believe
that Allah’s knowledge is all en-
compassing. It is to believe that Al-
lah knows all things: be it general or
specific, be it knowledge of the past,
present or future or be it even knowl-
edge of the hypothetical (something
that didn’t happen, had it happened,
how it would’ve happened).

Ol Loy e 5 sile 58 e 1B 155 &)
2 oaYl5 sl ae Galas

He knows everything their hearts
conceal and everything they reveal:
there is nothing hidden in the heav-
ens or on earth that is not in a clear
Record. (Surah An-Naml, verse 74-75)

Allah’s knowledge also varies from
the knowledge of His creation in that

PILLARS OF IMAN (5):

BELIEF IN PREDESTINATION

it’s not preceded by ignorance nor is
it followed by forgetfulness.

0 S YIS 3 55 e Lgake 0
Y5

Moses said, ‘My Lord alone has knowl-
edge of them, all in a record; my Lord

does not err or forget. (Surah Taha,
verse 52)

SECOND ASPECT: WRIT-
ING

The second concept is that Allah, the
Most High, has written all matters
that would ever occur in a Preserved

Tablet (&84l 7 5-1),

In the Preserved Tablet everything is
determined and accounted for and is
not subject to change. Scholars agree
that the other types of records such
as the Life-time Record (Written while
the foetus is in the mother’s womb),
the Annual Record (which is written
on Laylatul Qadr) and the Daily Re-
cord, may be affected by certain acts
such aa Dua and Righteousness.

e R PR D[S U W
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“Nothing increases one’s life-span ex-
cept good deeds, and nothing repels
Divine Decree except du’a. And very,
a person may be deprived for sus-
tenance due to a sin that he does!”
[Narrated by Ibn Majah]

Note: Changes in destiny caused by
dua and righteousness have already
been accounted for in The Preserved
Tablet. This does not interfere with
one’s free choice/will but rather is a
testament to the all-encompassing
nature of Allah’s nature.

Allah SW.T will NOT use this (the pre-
served Tablet) against us on the Day
of Judgment but ANOTHER writing,
the account of our deeds, which will
exactly match the Preserved Tablet
as it had taken into account of every-

i

thing!
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They will find whatever they did pres-
ent before them, and your Lord will
not wrong anyone. (Surah al-Kahf,
verse 49)

THIRD ASPECT: ALLAH’S
WILL

If anything were to happen against
the Will of Allah, it would imply weak-
ness. Glorified be Allah from attribut-
ing such a thing to him! Belief in His
Will means that nothing can occur
without His permission. Allah says in
Surah Al Qasas:

£ HiAg5 405 G Gl s

And your Lord creates whatsoever He
wills and chooses.

We also have a will granted to us by
Allah SW.T which we use to indulge
in or avoid actions of our choice and
hence we will be held accountable
for that which we used to do. These
actions which we will be accountable
for are those which we did willingly,
and not unwillingly. Our will is a prod-
uct of Allah’s will and is secondary to
His will.

FOURTH ASPECT: CRE-
ATION

The 4th aspect of Qadr is to believe
that Allah created all of creation, all at-
tributes they possess and even their
actions. He creates the actions by
making their existence possible but
the human being earns them.

Aside: Actions have 4 components:
Will, Strength, Time, and Place, All of
which were created by Allah. We use
these 4 components when perform-
ing an action.
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You might say: “l want to repent, but my sins are many
indeed. There is no kind of immoral act, no kind of sin,
imaginable or otherwise, that | have not committed. It is
so bad that | do not know if Allaah can forgive me for the
things that | have done over the years.”

In response, | would tell you that this is not a unique prob-
lem; it is one that is shared by many of those who wish to
repent. Let me give you the example of a young man who
asked this question once. He began his career of sin at a
very early age, and by the time he was only seventeen, he
already had a long record of committing every kind of im-
moral act, major and minor, with all kinds of people, old
and young alike. He had even abused a little girl. Added to
this was a long list of thefts. Then he said: “I have repent-
ed to Allaah. | now pray tahajjud some nights, and | fast
every Monday and Thursday, and | read Qur’aan after Fajr
prayers. Will my repentance be of any avail?”

The guiding principle for us Muslims is to refer to the
Qur’aan and Sunnah when we look for rulings, solutions
and remedies. When we refer this matter to the Qur’aan,
we find that Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning):
“Say: ‘O My slaves who have transgressed against them-
selves (by committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair not of
the Mercy of Allaah, verily Allaah forgives all sins. Truly,
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. And turn in repentance
and in obedience with true faith to your Lord and submit
to Him...” [al-Zumar 39:53-54].

This is the answer to this particular problem. The matter is
quite clear and needs no further explanation.

The feeling that one’s sins are too great to be forgiven by
Allaah stems from a number of factors:

The absence of certain faith on the part of the slave in the

Will Allaah Forgive Me?

IV ogd F ais aw Jol

vastness of Allaah’s mercy

A lack of faith in the ability of Allaah to forgive all sins
Weakness in one aspect of the heart’s action, namely
hope

Failure to understand the effect of repentance in wiping
out sins

We will answer all these points here:

It is sufficient to quote the words of Allaah (interpretation
of the meaning): “... and My Mercy embraces all things...”
[al-A’raaf 7:156]

It is sufficient to quote the saheeh hadeeth qudsi: “Al-
laah says: “Whoever knows that | am able to forgive all
sins, | shall forgive him, and | shall not mind, so long as he
does not associate anything with Me.” (Reported by al-
Tabaraani in al-Kabeer, and by al-Haakim; Saheeh al-Jaa-
mi’, 4330). This refers to when the slave meets his Lord in
the Hereafter.

This may be remedied by referring to the hadeeth qudsi: “
‘O son of Adam, so long as you call upon Me and put your
hope in Me, | will forgive you for what you have done,
and | shall not mind. O son of Adam, if your sins were to
reach the clouds of the sky, and you were to ask me for
forgiveness, | will forgive you and | shall not mind. O son
of Adam, if you were to come to Me with sins nearly the
size of the earth, and you were to meet Me not associat-
ing anything with Me, then | would bring you forgiveness
nearly the size of (the earth).” (Reported by al-Tirmidhi;
Saheeh al-Jaami’, 4338).

It is sufficient to quote the hadeeth of the Prophet (may
Peace Be Upon Him) : “The one who repents from his sin
is like the one who did not sin in the first place.” (Reported
by Ibn Maajah; Saheeh al-Jaami’, 3008).
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God Works In

Mysterious Ways

Rita, Canada

I suppose we have all heard stories of converts
before. They are, praise be to God, becoming
very common, and growing in their number
every day. But still, I can never forget how it
feels to know that another human being whom
you know personally has chosen to accept Is-
lam.

I do not wish to embarrass my friend, so I will
refer to her as Rita, which is not her real name.

I first met Rita in Abu Dhabi of the United
Arab Emirates about three or four years ago.
At that time, she was the girlfriend of a friend
of mine. She was not exactly a paragon of vir-
tue. Her activities with other men were less
then respectable to put it mildly, she drank
in excessive amounts (even by ‘Western’ stan-
dards). In short, her life was worse than that of
a typical ‘free’ woman in the West. Her mother
was also prone to heavy bouts of drinking and
her father was no longer alive. Her mother was
a nominal Christian Canadian.

However, as the saying goes, God works in
mysterious ways. Even during this time, she
was interested in religion, and had spent a
bit of time studying Islam. Needless to say, it
did not exactly play a significant part in her
life; but nevertheless, it was in the back of her
mind. And that is probably all she needed.

Of course, I did not approve of her ways.
However, I did not agree that I should alienate
myself from my friend or her because of my
disapproval. Today, I am glad that I stuck by
that view.

During the course of the next two or three
years, I spoke with Rita on quite a number of
occasions. Our talks involved all scopes of phi-
losophy, and almost always moved onto reli-
gion. I say this from her point of view, because
as far as I am concerned, philosophy, law and
religion are all one.

Time passed, and eventually, she left Abu
Dhabi, as did I. By the time I had left, she had
already stopped her relationships with men,
stopped drinking completely and started to
dress less like a ‘tart’ and more like a woman of
virtue. Still, she was not a Muslim.

She did not stop her investigation into Islam
whilst away from Abu Dhabi; indeed, she be-
came much more in tune with Islam. She con-
tinually thirsted for knowledge and whenever

I heard from her, she was sending me
more material of things she had in-
vestigated regarding Islam.

This past winter, I was in Abu Dha-
bi again. As was she. I spoke to her
very sparingly this time; the first time
had been to greet her and I noticed
that she had now developed a strong
distaste of the alcoholic habits of her
mother. She had also started wear-
ing only long dresses and full length
jumpers. I remember commenting on
that occasion that I did not believe
that you could judge a woman by her
hijab since many women in the East
wear it only as a symbol of status and
that a woman should only wear it if
she is genuine in her desire to.

Before I left, we met again and on
that occasion, I attempted to teach
her how to pray. She wore the full
scarf and complied with even the
strictest Muslim jurists with regard to
the dress code. I told her, “What is
the point of all this? Admit it to your-
self who you are”

I then returned to Britain, thinking that I
had left her still wandering. I was mistaken.
A few days ago, I received a letter from her,
postmarked from Canada. She had decided to
leave her mother’s home and live in Canada,
her country. She had taken the Shahada. She;
was now dressed in full hijab, according to tra-
dition, and was praying.

This from a girl who came from a drinkin
house, was a heavy drinker herself and not
woman of particular chastity.

S

She now goes in public wearing an item o
clothing that provokes a hostile environment}
(one woman actually spat at her in the street)
and talks with people at any chance about Is-
lam. Although I do not believe that the don-
ning of a cloth is virtue in itself, her determi-
nation to show people, “I am a Muslim woman
and I am proud of it” is something that I re-
spect her for.

L
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We seem to be pretty judgmental nowadays off
those who are not Muslim. And in doing so,
we alienate ourselves from those who may be
potential Muslims. In doing that, we may stop
ourselves from spreading Islam in the only real{
way possible; through example and throughi
peaceful ways.
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I take no credit in regard to Ritas reversion
to Islam. It is to her credit alone and through§
God’s will. If I was a small guide, it was insig—§
nificant compared to her own determination}
and will to seek truth.

She found it. And God willing, more people
will follow in her path.

Hisham Zoubeir
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