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e The Arabic word “Al-Adl Jiai”
(justice) linguisticslly means up-
rightness and is the opposite
of “Al-Jawr 331" (injustice/op-
pression).

Amongst the great names and
attributes  of

Allah (swt) is

Al-Adl, which

means  that

He is the Most

Just, and He

judges the af-

fairs of His

beings  with

full justice.

e The estab-

lishment of

justice and

fairness in hu-

man  society

is in perfect

harmony with

the balance &

justice  Allah

has already

established in

the universe.
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And He has raised up the heav-

en and imposed the balance.

That you not

transgress within the balance.

(Ar-Rahman, 7-8)

e Allah is the Utterly Just in all
of our affairs without any short-
comings. His laws, His com-
mands, and His punishments
are according to the most per-
fect form of justice.]

i 5 o Sk Eis
The Word of your Lord is per-
fect in truthfulness and justice
(Surah Al-An’am 6:115).

e From the creation, one of
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Branches of IMAN (1):
Justice

the most honourable beings is
the just ruler. The ruler attains
such a status by implementing
and enforcing the command-
ments of Allah which are the
perfect embodiment of justice
and equi-
ty.
The is
why the
just ruler
is  hon-
oured on
the day
of judg-
ment.
O u r
prophet
(Saws)
s a | d:
s 31 m_u
LsJ\.sn.a P
Y ppmadl
ALY Jh
da..c als)
“There
are sev-
en whom
Allah will
shade in His Shade on the Day
when there is no shade except
His Shade: a just ruler ... [Sa-
hih al Bukhari]

e Being just with ones children
is an obligation from Allah.
In fact, equal treatment is one
of the rights of children upon
their parents!
Our Prophet (Saws) said:
e_@_\.\.ada_uu\ d_g\u.aq_gce_@u\ “
“dghm O Al e agle ATHILE
“Your children have the *right
upon you* to be just (give equal
treatment), as you have the
right that they should be dutiful
to you.” [Abu Dawuid]

e Parents must ensure they are
being just within their house-

TN su Faiony 099 oslomi pgd Jlw

holds even with regard to how
they look at or speak to their
children.
Sadly, the problem of favourit-
ism among children is common
in many Muslim households. It
can be in the form of: unequal
affection, excessive praise of
one at the expense of another,
preferential gifts or by simply
ignoring.
Our prophet (Saws) also said:
“aSaY sl G ) shac g A0l 1 gl
“Fear Allah (be m/ndful of your
obligation to Him) and do justice
in respect of your children”. [Sa-
hih al Bukhari]

e A Collective Responsibility
Our Messenger (SAWS) said:
e ) e Jsiae a8y g ) n SIS
‘md_a\b_\:.&\)daj\}‘&\)ﬂ‘!\}
ccd_‘j}LgA)‘)k_\_ouné\_\c\‘)a\)_A\)
Hadie 5 e Jase oS ) aSISE
‘Everyone of you is a shep-
ard (quardian) and every one
is answerable with regard to
Bukhari his/her flock (subjects).
The ruler is a guardian of his
Subjects, the man is a guardian
of his family, the woman is a
guardian and is responsible for
her husband’s house and his
offspring; and so all of you are
guardians and are responsible
for your subjects.” [Bukhari &
Muslim]
e Honour On The Day Of
Judgement
O b e d) aie cpla ) o)
aglal s agSan 8 g tamy ()5S
‘s Lag
“The just will be appointed upon
pulpits of light. The just are
those who are fair with regards
to their judgement and their
families and those under them.”
(those they are in charge of)
[Muslim]
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Let’s talk frankly. Almost never do non-Muslims study lIs-
lam until they have first exhausted the religions of their
exposure. Only after they have grown dissatisfied with
the religions familiar to them, meaning Judaism, Christi-
anity and all the fashionable “-isms” —Buddhism, Taoism,
Hinduism (and, as my young daughter once added, “tour-
ism”)—do they consider Islam.

Perhaps other religions do not answer the big questions
of life, such as “Who made us?” and “Why are we here?”
Perhaps other religions do not reconcile the injustices of
life with a fair and just Creator. Perhaps we find hypocrisy
in the clergy, untenable tenets of faith in the canon, or
corruption in the scripture. Whatever the reason, we per-
ceive shortcomings in the religions of our exposure, and
look elsewhere. And the ultimate “elsewhere” is Islam.
Now, Muslims would not like to hear me say that Islam is
the “ultimate elsewhere.” But it is. Despite the fact that
Muslims comprise one-fourth to one-fifth of the world’s
population, non-Muslim media smears Islam with such
horrible slanders that few non-Muslims view the religion
in a positive light. Hence, it is normally the last religion
seekers investigate.

Another problem is that by the time non-Muslims exam-
ine Islam, other religions have typically heightened their
skepticism: If every “God-given” scripture we have ever
seen is corrupt, how can the Islamic scripture be differ-
ent? If charlatans have manipulated religions to suit their
desires, how can we imagine the same not to have hap-
pened with Islam?

The answer can be given in a few lines, but takes books
to explain. The short answer is this: There is a God. He
is fair and just, and He wants us to achieve the reward of
paradise. However, God has placed us in this worldly life
as a test, to weed out the worthy from the unworthy. And
we will be lost if left to our own devices. Why? Because

we don’t know what He wants from us. We can’t navigate
the twists and turns of this life without His guidance, and
hence, He has given us guidance in the form of revelation.
Sure, previous religions have been corrupted, and that is
one of the reasons why we have a chain of revelation. Ask
yourself: wouldn’t God send another revelation if the pre-
ceding scriptures were impure? If preceding scriptures
were corrupted, humans would need another revelation,
to keep upon the straight path of His design.

So we should expect preceding scriptures to be corrupt-
ed, and we should expect the final revelation to be pure
and unadulterated,for we cannot imagine a loving God
leaving us astray. What we can imagine is God giving us
a scripture, and men corrupting it; God giving us another
scripture, and men corrupting it again ... and again, and
again. Until God sends a final revelation He promises to
preserve until the end of time.

Muslims consider this final revelation to be the Holy Qu-
ran. You consider it ... worth looking into. So let us return
to the title of this article: Why Islam? Why should we be-
lieve that Islam is the religion of truth, the religion that
possesses the pure and final revelation?

“Oh, just trust me.”

Now, how many times have you heard that line? Afamous
comedian used to joke that people of different cities cuss
one another out in different ways. In Chicago, they cuss a
person out this way, in Los Angeles they cuss a person out
that way, but in New York they just say, “Trust me.”

So don’t trust me—trust our Creator. Read the Quran,
read books and study good websites. But whatever you
do, get started, take it seriously, and pray for our Creator
to guide you.

Your life may not depend on it, but your soul most defi-
nitely does.

By: Laurence B. Brown, MD
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Becoming

Muslim

Michael Yip

June 23, 1996 | was introduced to
Islam in 1995 by an Egyptian class-
mate who arrived in New Zealand
the previous year, and who was
placed into my Chemistry class. |
had no religion before this, though
| guess | was a non practicing
Christian, since | attended Sun-
day school when | was young, (but
mainly to learn Chinese, my native
tongue, rather than religion). In fact
| was uninterested in much that was
taught to me, however | never at
any stage discounted the notion of a

quickly.

| requested to see a Quran but did
not find the time to read it, during a
busy school year. So when the work-
load became a bit lighter, | went to
see my friend’s father, who is our lo-
cal imam. He spoke to me at length
about Islam, and planted a seed
which in a few months time, with the
blessing of Allah, blossomed into
strong muslim, alhumdulillah. | took
shahada in November 1995.

| am often asked why | came to Is-
lam. The question seems logical,
and simple, but in fact, | still find it
the most difficult question to answer,
even though | have been asked it so
many times. You see, | saw many
things in Islam that | liked. Included
in this were the strong brotherhood
and sisterhood in Islam, the way fel-
low muslims looked after each other,
and the logic in Islam. The logic in
women wearing hijab to deter from

higher being (ie. Allah, or
God).

Because of my back-
ground in religion, | did not
know much about religions
other than Christianity and
Buddhism. My parents are
Buddhists, but my knowl-
edge of it was so weak
that | did not even know
the proper name for their
religion until a few years
ago. So | was naive when
I met my classmate, Mu-
hammed.

During the first few weeks,
another classmate of mine
kept teasing Muhammed
about his religion, asking
leading questions and the

that which
is haram,
the logic in
the forbid-
ding of al-
cohol, which
harms more
than it ever
will heal,
and the log-
ic in many
other areas
of our lives.
| have been
told that
many peo-
ple who re-
vert to Islam
find they fit
right in with

like. | thus became inter-
ested in some of the things that this
other classmate, James, was sug-
gesting. So | got talking with Mu-
hammed about this religion called
Islam, and we became acquainted

the religion.
Indeed this was the case with me.
Coming from a kafir country such as
New Zealand (I have lived here most
of my life), it is rare for a person to
be good religiously like myself, al-

humdulillah, masha Allah. You see,
alhumdulillah, | made intentions in|
my heart never to drink in my life,
and never have; | made intentions;
not to fornicate, even though every-
one around me in school was either
fornicating or planning to. So you
see, alhumdulillah, Allah blesse
me from the beginning, and | felt
Islam was the next obvious step for
me to take in my life.

N
N
N
N

| decided in November of 1995,
with the encouragement with some)
brothers and sisters on the Internet,
to take shahada as a first step in Is-
lam, and then take further steps to
learn more about Islam, after all we
are all in a constant state of learn-
ing about Islam. Alhumdulillah since
then | have progressed slowly b
surely, learning some surats fro
Quran during a very busy scho
year. Allah blessed me with some
amazing results last year, alhumdu-
lillah, and now | want to thank my
Allah by increasing the time | spend
learning Quran and about Islam this
year, insha Allah, while | pursue en-
try into a Medical degree. May Al-
lah give me the strength insha Allah;
to enter Medical school next year.
May Allah help us all to learn more
about Islam, and let us all undertake
to live our lives in the correct way,
and follow the one true and surely
straight path, that of Islam. Ameen.
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