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BRANCHES OF FAITH: KINDNESS TO PARENTS

BRANCHES OF FAITH: KINDNESS TO
PARENTS

(NAJM UK WEEKLY REMINDERS)
DEFINITION

Birr Al-Waalidain (Kindness to Parents) is
obligatory upon all Muslims, even con-
cerning non-believing parents.

Linguistically, it is derived from the verb
Barra which points to truthfulness, righ-
teousness, kindness and good conduct.

The Prophet (%) said:

i Ly 0 5
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“The essence of Birr is (manifested in)
good morals (Akhlag) whereas sinful
conduct is that which turns in your heart
(making you feel uncomfortable) and
you dislike that other people become
aware of it.”

Regarding parents and rela-
tives, Birr pertains to obeying their
orders (except in the disobedience of
Allah), and fulfilling their needs and re-
quirements. Its opposite is ‘Uquq dJ-“‘

which equates to disrespecting and ne-
glecting/disregarding (their) rights.

IMPORTANCE

In the Qur’an (17:23), Allah (SWT) com-
mands the believers to be kind with
their parents immediately after com-
manding them with Tawheed (affirming
his oneness).

au\ Y‘ \3A_n.a Y\ il L‘,,_.Aaj
dq_mu_ﬂfﬁl_n\ L's_‘;.u&\ u_u.bll.u
\—A@J(jd.\jdl—aﬁ)\s 5 Ladda U
ol 38 Ll Q5 Lah g V5 K U

Your Lord has decreed that you should
worship none but Him, and that you be
kind to your parents. If either or both of
them reach old age with you, say not to

them as much as “uff”, and do not be
harsh with them, but speak to them re-

spectfully.

Commentary on the above Verse:

(NAJM UK WEEKLY REMINDERS)

When children are young, they take up all
their parents’ vigour, health, effort and
attention. But children soon forget all
this and move ahead with life while ne-
glecting them. This is the natural course
of life. Thus parents do not need any en-
couragement to be kind to their children.
It is the children who need to be remind-
ed of their duty towards the generation
that has become in need of tender care,
after having spent most of its vitality in
bringing them up.

THE GREATEST RIGHT AFTER ALLAH

The Aayah above enjoins that after Al-
lah’s right, the greatest of all the human
rights is the right of parents. Even saying
“Uff” which is the lowest form of express-
ing discomfort and annoyance is explicitly
prohibited! Let alone rebuking, disobey-
ing or disrespecting them.

The Prophet (%) said:
‘Gl @MU Al 5l &h—d\ sl
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“The servant of God who is obedient to
his parents and also obedient to the Lord
of the universe is in the highest of highs
(in paradise).”

The collective morality of society should
make it incumbent on children to be
grateful and respectful to their parents
and should ensure that parents are con-
tinuously served and honoured by them
throughout their lives.

EXAMPLES

Aisha RA says regarding Fatima RA
(daughter of the prophet) that “If the
Prophet entered her home, she would
stand for him, take him by the hand,
kiss him, and seat him in her place” (Abu
Dawud).

Yet Al-Birr (kindness) is not limited to
just kissing the forehead or hands, or
even the feet of your parents. Rather,
it is to obey them immediately, will-
ingly and happily. It is to do what your
parents want before you are even
told. Such a child is called - sll L)
and is granted success in all his affairs.

VIRTUES & BENEFITS

(2) A companion came to
the Prophet (%) and said: “O
Messenger of Allah! | want to
go out and fight (in Jihad) and
/ have come to ask your ad-
vice.” He said: “Do you have
a mother?” He said: “Yes.” He
said: “Then stay with her (and
obey her), for Paradise is be-
neath her feet.” (An-Nasa’i)

(2) Our Prophet (%) also
said:

4By b Ad By B 05 (i
« Amaa ) Jmanld o il (b ad Ly
Whoever desires an expansion in his sus-

tenance and age, should keep good rela-
tions with his kith and kin (Abu Dawud)

O Allah! be merciful to them as they
cared for us when we were children.
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Should | Confess?

A person may sorrowfully ask: “l want to repent, but do | have to
go and confess the sins | have committed? Is it a condition of re-
pentance that | should tell the gaadi (judge) in the court about ev-
erything that | have done, and ask him to carry out the appropriate
punishment on me? What is the meaning of the story | have just
read about the repentance of Maa’iz, of the Ghaamidi woman and
of the man who kissed a woman in the garden?”

My response to you is that the slave’s direct relationship with Al-
laah, with no intermediaries, is one of the most important aspects
of the belief in Tawheed (Divine Unity) with which Allaah is pleased.
He says (interpretation of the meaning): “And when My slaves ask
you (O Muhammad) concerning Me, then (answer them), | am in-
deed near (to them by My knowledge). | respond to the invocations
of the supplicant when he calls on Me (without any mediator or
intercessor)...” [al-Bagarah 2:186]. If we believe that repentance is
only for Allaah, then confession is only for Allaah too. In fact, the
Prophet (may Peace Be Upon Him) used to pray in his du’aa’s asking
for forgiveness: “Aboo’u laka bi na’matika wa aboo’u bi dhanbi (I
acknowledge Your blessings and | acknowledge (i.e. confess) my sin
to You).” This is a confession to Allaah.

We are not, by the grace of Allaah, like the Christians, with the
priest, the chair of confession, the documents of forgiveness, etc.
Indeed, Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “Know they
not that Allaah accepts repentance from His slaves...?” [al-Tawbah
9:104], i.e., He accepts repentance from His slaves without any me-
diator or intercessor.

As regards the carrying out of punishments, if the deed has not
come to the official attention of the imaam, ruler or gaadi, a person
does not have to go to them and confess. If Allaah has covered the
sins of a person, there is nothing wrong with him covering his own
sins. It is sufficient for him to repent to Allaah, and the matter is
between him and his Lord. One of the Names of Allaah is al-Sitteer,
meaning the One Who covers or conceals (the faults of His slaves),
and He likes His slaves to conceal sins too. As far as the Sahaabah
such as Maa’iz, the Ghaamidi woman who committed zinaa, and
the man who kissed the woman in the garden are concerned, all of
them did something which they were not obliged to do, may Allaah
be pleased with them, because they were so keen to purify them-

selves. The evidence for this is the fact that the Prophet (may Peace
Be Upon Him) turned away from Maa’iz and from the Ghaamidi
woman at first. When ‘Umar said to the man who had kissed the
woman in the garden, “Allaah covered his sin. He should have cov-
ered it himself?” the Prophet (may Peace Be Upon Him) remained
silent, indicating that he concurred with these words.

So it is not necessary to go to the court and register an official con-
fession, if Allaah has covered one’s sins. Nor is it necessary to go to
the imaam of a mosque and ask him to carry out the appropriate
punishment, or to ask a friend to carry out the punishment of lash-
ing inside the house, as some people imagine.

The following story will teach you how important it is to be care-
ful of the attitude of some ignorant people towards those who re-
pent: a man who wanted to repent went to the ignorant imaam of
a mosque, confessed his sins to him and asked him what he should
do. The imaam said, “Go to the court and confess your sins official-
ly. They will carry out the appropriate punishment on you. Then we
will see what to do next.” The poor man saw that he would not be
able to do this, so he forgot about repenting and went back to his
old ways.

Here | will take the opportunity to add an important comment:
knowing about the rules of Islam, and seeking them from the cor-
rect sources is a trust. Allaah says (interpretation of the meanings):
“... so ask of those who know the Scripture, if you know not.” [al-
Nahl 16:43]

“.. The Most Beneficent! Ask Him, as He is al-Khabeer (the
All-Knower of everything).” [al-Furgaan 25:59]

Not every preacher is qualified to issue fataawaa (rulings or edicts).
Not every imaam or muezzin, speaker or storyteller, is qualified
to deliver rulings to the people. But the Muslim is responsible for
knowing from where he can take rulings. This is an important mat-
ter of religion. The Prophet (may Peace Be Upon Him) feared what
might befall his ummabh at the hands of misguided imaams. One of
the salaf (early generation of Islam) said: “Knowledge is religion,
so pay attention to who it is you are taking your religion from.” Be-
ware of these pitfalls, and only consult trustworthy scholars when
you are in doubt about an issue. And Allaah is the source of help.
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what Anthony
saw in Islam and
British society

which caused him to
accept Islam.

Lanky, blonde, green-eyed, middle aged Ab-
dur-Raheem Greene appears to be a char-
acter straight out of a Hollywood movie Ben
Hur. The Tanzania-born Britisher embraced
Islam in 1988 and has been a dawah prac-
titioner [preacher] in Britain since then.
He wears a look that instantly evokes com-
parison with the popular portrayal of the
Prophet Jesus [may the mercy and bless-
ings of God be upon him] in the imagery of
Christian Europe. Greene’s tryst with Islam
took place in Egypt where he mostly spent
his vacations. He lectured in Bangalore in
early October on “God’s Final Revelation.”
He spoke to the Islamic Voice while in the
city.

Your background

| was born to British parents in Darussalam
in Tanzania in 1964. My father Gavin Green
was a colonial administrator in the still ex-
istent British empire. He later joined Bar-
clays Bank in 1976 and was sent to Egypt to
set up Egyptian Barclays Bank. | was edu-
cated at famous Roman Catholic Monastic
School called Ampleforth College and went
on to study history in the London Universi-
ty. However, | left my education unfinished.
Currently, | am working with an Islamic
media company based in England and en-
gage myself in dawah activities [preaching]
including lectures on Islam in London’s fa-
mous Hyde Park.

What kept you from obtaining a degree?

| grew totally disillusioned with the British
educational system. It was thoroughly Eu-
rocentric and projected world history in a
way that suggested that the civilization at-
tained its full glory and apogee in Europe.
Having lived in Egypt and seen some of the
majestic ruins which only archaeologists
have access to, | found the West's interpre-
tation of history totally fallacious. | began
a private study of histories of other peoples
of the world, various religious scriptures
and philosophy. | was practicing Buddhism
for nearly three years though never formal-
ly embraced it.

Study of the Holy Qur’an immediately at-
tracted me. Its message had a magical ap-
peal and | grew convinced that it was a di-

vine revelation. | believe only Allah guided
me, none else. | don’t know what made me
deserve Islam.

But anything specific that could have ap-
pealed to you?

| was dissatisfied with Christianity from the
age of eight. The concept that was taught
to us through rhymes such as Hail Mary!
Was not at all acceptable to me. While on
one hand the Christians described God to
be eternal and infinite they felt no com-
punctions in ascribing birth of God from the
womb of Mary. This made me think that
Mary must be greater than God.
Secondly, the Christians’ concept of trin-
ity was puzzlesome for me. The similitude
like Canadian Maple leaf being one despite
three sections appeared utterly inappli-
cable.

The crunch came when an Egyptian started
questioning me. Despite being confused
about the Christian belief | was trying to be
dogmatic as most white, middle-class, Eng-
lish Christians do. | was flummoxed when
he led me to accept that the God died on
the crucifix, thus laying bare the hollow-
ness of the Christian claims of eternity and
infinity of God. | now came to realize that |
was believing in as absurd a concept as two
plus two is equal to five all through my ado-
lescent years.

The West’s prelaid, programmed life in-
tensely repelled me. | began to question
if a person has to live a life merely to get
strait-jacketed in a rigorous schedule. |
found Europeans struggling a lot to enjoy
life. They had no higher purpose in life.
The West’s capacity to brainwash its people
became plain to me when | discussed the
Palestine issue with Egyptians and Pales-
tinians. Several myths-historical, political,
economic - were fabricated by the Zion-
ists and propagated unchallenged by the
Western media. How could a land vacated
by Jews 2000 years earlier be their home-
land? | also came to know that existing
Jewish people were actually Slavs, not Sem-
ites and that Palestinian land was always a
green orchard. Israel fabricated the myth
of “magical transformation of desert into
greenland.”

The American double-speak and hypocrisy
began to sink in as | studied the US role in
planting and sustaining despotic rulers in
Latin America while punishing the Soviet
Bloc.

What contrast have you found between
people’s lives in Egypt and the UK?

Egyptians were poor, suffered hardships,
yet were happy. They left everything in
the hands of Allah and forget their miseries
when they return home. Prayers help them
place their worries before their God. | no-

ticed humility as well as intimacy in Islamic
prayers.

But in England | found people shallow, ma-
terialistic. They try to be happy but happi-
ness is superficial. Their prayers combined\
songs, dances, clapping but no humility, nor;
intimacy with God.

| realized that popular opinion in the West
was totally hostage to the Zionist-controlled}
media. The question of Palestine was one
among these. My conversation with Pal-
estinians revealed as to how the West had
believed in myths about Israel. First among
them was that the Jews had the right to
return to their original homeland in Isra-
el. Secondly they conveniently described
themselves Semitic while the fact was that
most Jews of the world were Slavs who had
later converted to Judaism. Thirdly Israel’s
economic miracle was theorized to create
the economic and scientific myth.

The fact was that | never got to know the
Palestinian side of the issue. | got con-
vinced that the people of the West were
brainwashed by the media. | found that
the US was trying every trick to punish na-
tions indulging in small violations of humany
rights in the third world but was itself send-
ing death squads into Latin American na-
tions to liquidate their leaders who refused)
to toe the US line. Such hypocrisy is never
criticized by the US media.

How do you find life as a Muslim in the UK?
The Western psyche emphasizes one’s in-
dividuality. This is at variance with Islam.
Any sincere Muslim feels disturbed. He or
she is constantly bombarded by sex and
sexuality. Most girls lose virginity by 13 and
it is normal for girls to have three to four
boyfriends.

The dilemma before Muslims in the West
is as to how to integrate with a society so
steeped in sex, drugs, drinks and sexual in-
timacy. And if no integration, then how to;
save themselves from ghettoization.
Excerpts from an Interview by Islamic Voice,
Volume 11-11 No: 130, November 1997
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