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BRANCHES OF FAITH: MAINTAINING TIES OF KINSHIP

DEFINITION

Ties of kinship refers to a person’s bond
with his paternal and maternal relatives.
Maintaining kinship is a branch of our faith
and implies being righteous and kind to-
ward them in both words and actions,
by visiting them, asking after them, and
financially supporting the needy among
them.

SIGNIFICANCE

In in the Quran (An-Nis&: 36), Allah
(SWT) commands the believers with 10
crucial commandments, the 4th of which
is maintaining ties of kinship.
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Worship Allah
"alone” and
associate none
with Him. And
be kind to par-
ents, relatives,
orphans,  the
poor, near and

distant neighbours, close friends, 'needy’

travellers, and those "bondspeople e
whoever is arrogant, boastful

In a Divine narration — &pa (which,
from the perspective of its meaning, is
from Allah, and from the perspective of its
wording, from

the prophet), Our prophet () said:

(NAJM UK WEEKLY REMINDERS)

“L@J&_ms_u}(aé)l\ual;u_a;)ﬂb\}wll_ﬂau\du
WLMWJWJLQ&AJMW\

“Allah, the Almighty and Exalted, said,
‘I am Allah and | am Ar-Rahman (The Mer-
ciful): |1 have created Ar-Rahem (ties of
kinship) and derived a name for it from My
Name. | maintain connection with he who
maintains it, and I shall cut off anyone
who severs it.’ [At-Tirmidhi]

BENEFITS

There is no doubt that a society whose
members maintain family relations and
treat each other mercifully, benefits from
social cohesion and perpetual coopera-
tion and love among its inhabitants.Our

Prophet (..

b)_\\udum‘guJJHumu\aHu_a
mJJ-—&A—\h

“Whoever would like his provision to be
increased and his life to be extended,
should uphold the ties of kinship.”(Abu
Dawud).

The famous companion Abdullah ibn
Salam (former Jewish scholar) narrat-
ed that the first words our Messenger ()
spoke upon entering Madinah were:

Jslias ?L_:Ll\ [PEVAPIFS WA R TR
Sl 30301 A ol iy B3l sl Wl Y,

“O people, promote peace (e.g. greetings
of peace), feed (the poor and needy),
strengthen the ties of kinship, and prayer
at night when others are sleep, you will en-
ter Jannah in peace” [Sunan Ibn-Maajah].

MISCONCEPTIONS

Some people’s (skewed) implementation

of Silatu-rrahim is to limit it to a like-for-like

returns policy of giving a gift in return for

a gift, or visiting in return for a visit. This is
not what is meant by up-
holding/maintaining ties
of kinship! Because Our
prophet () said:

<5 ‘H&Aﬂ; Joaldl o
A_AAJH_LEA\.H 5.\—“ Jal gl

ey

A man who perfectly main-
tains the ties of kinship is
not he who recompenses
the good done to him by
his relatives; rather, he is
the one who persists in
doing so even though
the latter has severed
(their) bond with him.” [Al-
Bukhari]

Thus, to truly uphold ties

of kinship is to continue
family relations with those kith and kin
who sever their bond with us, by visiting
relatives who do not visit us, and being
good to those who wrong us.

We ask Allah to instill within us the correct
understanding of this branch of faith, and
to enable us to recognise and carry out
our duties towards our kith and kin, Allaa-
humma Aameen!
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They Threaten Me

You may say: “l want to repent but my old friends are threatening
to reveal my past and publish my secrets to everyone. They have
pictures and other papers they can use against me. | am worried
about my reputation, and | am scared!”

Our advice is: fight back against these friends of Shaytaan. The
tricks of Shaytaan are weak, and all the pressure that the helpers
of Iblees may bring against you will soon crumble in the face of
the patience and perseverance of the true believer.

You should realize that if you try to placate them, this will only
give them more evidence to use against you, and you will be the
loser sooner or later. Do not pay any

heed to them, ask Allaah to help you

to deal with them and say: “Hasbi

Allaah wa ni‘'m al-wakeel (Allaah

is Sufficient for me and He is the

Best Disposer of affairs).” When the

Prophet (may Peace Be Upon Him)

was afraid of a people, he would

say: “Allaahumma innaa naj'aluka

fi nuhoorihim wa na’oodhu bika min

shuroorihim (O Allaah, we ask You

to seize them by their throats and

we seek refuge with You from their

evil).” (Reported by Ahmad and Abu

Dawood; see also Saheeh al-Jaa-

mi, 4582).

It is true that this is a difficult situ-
ation. Take the poor girl who has
repented, but her former boyfriend
calls her on the phone and threatens
her by saying: “I have recorded our conversations and | have
pictures of you. If you refuse to go out with me | will disgrace you
in front of your family.” She is certainly in an unenviable position.

Look at the way in which the friends of Shaytaan wage psycho-
logical war on those singers and actors, male and female, who
have repented. They distribute the worst of their former produc-
tions in the marketplace, to put pressure on them. But Allaah
is with those who fear Him and those who repent. He is the
Friend and Supporter of the believers. He will not abandon or
forsake them. Never has anyone sought His protection and been
refused. Remember that with hardship there is ease, and after
every difficulty comes relief.

The following moving story offers clear testimony in support of
what we are saying. This is the story of the great and heroic
Sahaabi Marthad ibn Abi Marthad al-Ghanawi, who used to help
oppressed Muslims flee from Makkah to Madeenah in secret.

There was a man called Marthad ibn Abi Marthad, who used
to smuggle Muslim prisoners-of-war from Makkah to Madeen-
ah. There was a prostitute in Makkah, called ‘Anaaqg, who had
been a friend of Marthad’s. Marthad had promised to take one
of the prisoners from Makkah to Madeenah. He said: “| came to
the shade of one of the gardens of Makkah on a moonlit night,
then ‘Anaaq came and saw my shadow by the garden. When
she reached me, she recognized me and said: ‘Marthad?’ | said,
‘Marthad.” She said: ‘Welcome! Come and stay with us tonight.’
| said, ‘O ‘Anaaq, Allaah has forbidden zinaa (unlawful sexual
relations)’ She called out, ‘O people of the camp! This man is
taking your prisoners away! Eight men came after me, and |
climbed al-Khandamah (a mountain outside one of the entranc-
es to Makkah) and hid in a cave. They came and stood right over
me, but Allaah blinded them and they did not see me, so they

turned back. | came back to my companion (the prisoner he was
planning to take to Madeenah) and picked him up, and he was a
heavy man. When we reached al-Udhkhar, | released him from
his chains. Then | carried him again and | found the journey diffi-
cult. When | reached Madeenah, | came to the Messenger of Al-
laah (may Peace Be Upon Him) and asked him, ‘O Messenger of
Allaah, should | marry ‘Anaag?’ | asked him twice. The Messen-
ger of Allaah (may Peace Be Upon Him) remained silent and did
not answer me at all, until the aayah ‘Let no man guilty of adultery
or fornication marry any but a woman similarly guilty, or an Unbe-
liever; nor let any but such a man or an Unbeliever marry such a
woman; to the Believers such a thing is forbidden’ [al-Noor 24:3
— Yusuf ‘Ali’s translation] was
revealed. Then the Messen-
ger of Allaah (may Peace Be
Upon Him) said: ‘O Marthad,
Let no man guilty of adultery
or fornication marry any but a
woman similarly guilty, or an
Unbeliever; nor let any but
such a man or an Unbeliever
marry such a woman, so do
not marry her.”

(Saheeh Sunan al-Tirmidhi,
3/80).

Do you see how Allaah pro-
tects those who believe and
how He is with those who do
good?

But if the worst comes to the
worst, and the thing you fear happens — they broadcast bad
things about you — what you need to do is to be honest and ex-
plain your situation to others. Tell them, “Yes, | was a sinner, but
now | have repented to Allaah, so what do you want?”

We should all remember that true disgrace will occur not in this
world, but in the Hereafter, on the Day of Judgement, the Day of
the Greatest Humiliation, not in front of one or two hundred peo-
ple, not in front of one or two thousand, but in front of the whole
of creation, angels, jinn and mankind, all the people from Adam
to the last man.

Let us remember the du’aa’ of Ibraaheem:

“And disgrace me not on the Day when (all the creatures) will be
resurrected;

The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will avail,
Except him who brings to Allaah a clean heart”
[al-Shu’araa’ 26:87-89 — interpretation of the meaning]

At moments of distress, seek help with the du’aa’ of the Prophet
(may Peace Be Upon Him) :

“Allaahumma ustar ‘awraatanaa wa aamin raw’aatanaa. Allaa-
humma aj'al tha’ranaa ‘ala man zalamananaa wa’nsurnaa ‘ala
man baghiya ‘alaynaa. Allaahumma la tushammit binaa’l-a’daa’
wa laa’l-haasideen (O Allaah, cover our faults and calm our fears
safe. O Allaah, avenge us over those who have oppressed us,
and grant us victory over those who have wronged us. O Allaah,
do not cause our enemies or those who envy us to take malicious
joy in our misfortune).”



Becoming Muslim

By: Helena

Growing up in a supposedly Christian, but
in fact non-religious family, | never heard
the name of God being uttered, | never saw
anyone pray and | learned early on that the
only reason for doing things was to benefit
yourself. We celebrated Christmas, Easter,
Mid-summer and All Saints Day and even
though | never knew why, | never ques-
tioned it. It was part of being Swedish. As
a Christian (protestant) you can go through

something called confirmation when you
are about 15 years of age. This is meant to
be a class to take to learn about your reli-
gion and then confirm your belief. | wanted
to do this to learn about Christianity so |
was signed up for this 3-week camp which
was a combined golf-and confirmation
camp. In the mornings we had classes with
a senile priest and our thoughts wandered
off to the upcoming game of golf. | didn’t
learn anything.

| went through high-school with a breeze. |
felt that nothing could harm me. My grades
were the best possible and my self confi-
dence was at the top. Religion never came
to my mind. | was doing just fine. Everyone
I knew that was “religious” had found “the
light” after being either depressed or very
sick and they said that they needed Jesus
in their life to be able to live on. | felt that
| could do anything that | put my mind to
and that religion only was an excuse to hide
from reality.

In college, | started thinking about the
meaning of life. | had a hard time accept-
ing any religion because of all the wars
and problems relating to them. | made up
my own philosophy. | was convinced that
some form of power created everything but
| couldn’t say that it was God. God for me
was the Christian image of an old man with
a long white beard and | knew that an old
man could not have created the universe! |
believed in a life after death because | just
couldn’t believe that justice wouldn’t be
served. | also believed that everything hap-
pens for a reason. Due to my background
and schooling | was fooled to believe in
Darwin’s theory, since it is taught as a fact.
The more | thought about the meaning of
life, the more depressed | became, and | felt
that this life is like a prison. | lost most of

my appetite for life.

| knew a lot about Buddhism and Hindu-
ism since | was interested in these things
in school. We learned in detail about their
way of thinking and worship. | didn’t know
anything about Islam. | remember my high-
school text book in Religion showing how
Muslims pray. It was like a cartoon strip
to show the movements but | didn’t learn
about the belief. | was fed all the propagan-
da through mass media and | was convinced
that all Muslim men oppressed their wives
and hit their children. They were all violent
and didn’t hesitate to kill.

In my last year of college | had a big pas-
sion for science and | was ready to hit the
working scene. An international career or
at least some international experience was
needed to improve my English and get an
advantage over fellow job hunters. | ended
up in Boston and was faced with four Mus-
lims. At that point | didn’t know who Mu-
hammad was and | didn’t know that Allah

was the same god as “God”. | started ask-
ing questions and reading books, but most
importantly, | started socializing with Mus-
lims. | never had any friends from another
country before (let alone another religion).
All the people that | knew were Swedish.
The Muslims that | met were wonderful
people. They accepted me right away and
they never forced anything on me. They
were more generous to me than my own
family. Islam seemed to be a good system ofy
life and | acknowledged the structure and
stability it provided but | was not convinced
it was for me.

2,
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One of my problems was that science con-
tradicted religion (at least from what | knew:
about Christianity). | read the book “The Bi-
ble, The Quran and Science” by Maurice Bu-
caille and all of my scientific questions were
answered! Here was a religion that was in
line with modern science. | felt excited but
it was still not in my heart.

| had a period of brain storming when | was
thinking over all the new things | learnt. |
felt my heart softening and | tried to imag-
ine a life as a Muslim. | saw a humble life
full of honesty, generosity, stability, peace,
respect and kindness. Most of all | saw a life
with a MEANING. | knew | had to let go off
my ego and humble myself before some-
thing much more powerful than myself.

ZZ

Twice, | was asked the question “What is
stopping you from becoming Muslim?”.
The first time | panicked and my brain was;
blocked. The second time | thought for
awhile to come up with any excuse. There
was none so | said the shahada, Al-Hamdu-
lillah.
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