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DEFINITION

. The word ‘Aménah’ (trust) is a
very comprehensive term that entails: adher-
ence to Islamic injunctions, fairness in deal-
ings, and giving everybody their due.

. The decline in moral values such
as honouring trusts is one of the signs of Qi-
yamah. Our Messenger () said:
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“When the prac-
tice of honouring a
trust is lost, expect
the Last Day.” He
was asked: “How
could it be lost?”
He replied, “When
the governance/
authority is en-
trusted to unde-
serving  people,
then wait for the
Last Day.”

THREE
TYPES OF
TRUSTS

1. A

pledge (Trust)

made by a person to Allah .%= Upon reciting
the Kalimah and entering Islam, one declares
complete submission to Allah and His mes-
senger.

2. A pledge made by a person upon
himself. e.g., a person takes an oath to per-
form a certain action for Allah.

3. A pledge made by two people,
groups, governments, etc. This includes
business transactions and marriages.

PLEDGE WITH ALLAH %

. For a Muslim, the most honour-
able and holiest pledge is the one which he
has made with his Lord and Creator. Fulfilling
this pledge doesn’t just mean following rituals

but following Allah’s £ way of life.

. Islam sees the human being as
a trustee of God on earth; it doesn’t regard
the human as a sinful being with sin as the
centre of his life. Sin is present in human life
but trust & responsibility are the concept that
supersedes all other things!

. In order for human beings to tru-
ly be the trustee of God on earth they must
have a great deal of determination as it is not
an easy trust. The Quran in (33:72) describes
this trust as a responsibility which the earth,
mountains and seas could not undertake! But
the human chose to carry this challenging

BRANCHES OF FAITH (6):

FULFILLING TRUSTS

(NAJM UK WEEKLY REMINDERS)

responsibility. This responsibility is also ex-
pressed in surah Yaseen (60-61).

In brief, the most important application of
this aspect of ‘Amaanah is for the individual
to select the way of life which is in accor-
dance with the will of his creator.

AT THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL

o A scholar said: ‘Amaanah (trust-
worthiness) is the core of our faith and its

importance/position is like that of the heart to
the body, in which it is found in seven limbs:
the eyes, ears, tongue, hands, feet, stomach,
and the private parts. Whoever betrays the
trust of all of them, he will leave the circle of
faith.’

Another scholar said, ‘Everything that Allah

has obligated upon His servants is a trust,
such as: salah, zakat, siyam, and repaying
debts.

° Accordingly, Amaanah at an indi-
vidual level is to treat every obligation and
blessing that Allah [ has granted us as a
trust, and to perform/use them only in ac-
cordance with His Will. Thus, our eyesight
is a trust, hearing is a trust, our hands and
feet are a trust, our tongue is a trust, and our
money is also a trust.
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“O You who have faith! Do not betray Allah
and His Messenger and do not knowingly be-
tray your trusts.”

AT THE SOCIAL LEVEL
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“Everyone of you is a *shepherd (leader or
trustee) and each one of you is answerable
to Allah with regard to the trust that was given

to you. [Bukhari & Muslim]

. We learn from the above hadith
that Amaanah is not limited to a select few;
rather each and every person carries a part
of the trust. A ruler is a trustee and is respon-
sible for the people he leads, a man is re-
sponsible for his wife and offspring, a woman
is a trustee and is responsible for her house-
hold and children. Even the work entrusted
to us is a trust, while undoing it is betrayal.

. From the prophetic traditions, the
trusts that is considered most worthy of ful-
filment are those related to marital
relationships. Secrets and trusts
related to this relationship should
never be revealed onto outsiders.

They should also afford the same
courtesy to other families by not in-
vestigating others’ livelihoods nor
interrogating them about what they
did, what they cooked, what they
ate, whom they visited or what
they wore during each gathering!

. Allah (%) says in the
Qur'an (5:1),

“O’ you who have faith, honour
(all) your pledges/contracts...”

Since Islam doesn’t distinguish

between religion and state, the

above verse relates to all aspects

of our lives (individual, social and

political). It does not only apply to

money but to all trusts such as secrets, re-

paying debts or appointing someone for a

job, position or responsibility. Regarding this,
Allah (%) says:
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Indeed, Allah commands you to render
trusts to whom they are due (and most de-
serving of it) and when you judge between
people to judge with justice. Excellent is that
which Allah instructs you. Indeed, Allah is
ever Hearing and Seeing.

BETRAYAL: ATONEMENT &
CONSEQUENCE
. The atonement (kaffarah) for not

fulfilling a particular oath or promise is feed-
ing 10 needy people, clothing them or fast-
ing 3 days. (Refer to 5:89 for full Aayah and
note that only trusts with lawful conditions are
obligatory to fulfil.)

. Regarding those that die without
fulfilling their trusts, our prophet (¥) said:

“Every traitor (of trusts) will have a flag on
the Day of Judgement to identify them ac-
cording to the amount of their treachery;
there is no traitor of greater treachery than
the leader who betrays his own people”
(Muslim/  Bukhari).
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Qurbani in Islam

Qurbani, or Udhiya as it is known in Arabic, is the practice of
sacrificing an animal for Allah (swt). Every year, on the days of
Eid-ul-Adha from the 10th to 13th of Dhul Hijjah, Muslims around
the world sacrifice an animal to mark the completion of Hajj. This
practice commemorates the sacrifice of Ibrahim (as) thousands
of years ago, who was prepared to sacrifice his beloved son for
Allah’s sake (read his story below).

Qurbani is not simply the slaughtering of an animal and the dis-
tribution of its meat, and it is more than a commemorative ritual.
The word ‘Qurbani’ is derived from the Arabic, ‘qurban’, which
has its root in the Arabic word ‘qurb’ — meaning ‘nearness’. The
purpose of offering Qurbani is to draw near to Allah. Through
Qurbani, we reaffirm what we sometimes forget in the hustle and
bustle of everyday life — that we completely submit to Allah, and
we are willing to sacrifice whatever is asked of us to be close to
Him and gain His pleasure, just as Prophet Ibrahim (as) did so
many years ago.

Thus, an important part of Qurbani is remembering to hold onto
our sincere intentions and striving to be closer to Allah through
this symbolic sacrifice.

The First Known Sacrifice

Allah tells us in the Qur’an the story of two sons of Prophet Adam
(as), Habil and Qabil. To resolve a difference between them,
Adam (as) asked them both to make a sacrifice; whoever’s sac-
rifice was accepted would be the clear winner.

Since Habil was a shepherd, he offered a ram to be sacrificed.
Qabil tilled the land, so he offered some produce grown from the
land. It is understood that Habil took care to select the best ani-
mal, one which was healthy and well-fed, whereas Qabil wasn’t
willing to offer the best of his produce. Allah accepted Habil’s sac-
rifice, ascending it to heaven, and He rejected Qabil’s sacrifice.

Habil explained to his brother that Allah only accepts from those
who have tagwa. Qabil had clearly not made his sacrifice with
sincerity, and Allah was aware of that. However, Qabil was jeal-
ous of the way Habil had been favoured over him and he killed
his brother.

The story of Habil and Qabil illustrates that sincerity and purity
of intention are the most important part of the Qurbani. Part of
this is selecting a worthy sacrifice as Habil did and to ensure it is
well-treated and sacrificed in an Islamic way. It is also about un-
derstanding that, like Zakat, Qurbani is not an annual task or tax
that we should tick off a to-do list; it is a deeply spiritual activity
and a chance to draw closer to Allah.

The Sacrifice of Ibrahim (as)

When lbrahim’s (as) firstborn son, Isma’il (as) was old enough
to walk around with his father and work with him, it was revealed
in a dream to lbrahim (as) that he must sacrifice his son. Isma’il
(as) did not question this command, just as his mother Hajarah
(as) had not questioned it when Allah commanded Ibrahim (as)
to leave her and her baby son in the desert all those years ago.
‘He (Isma’il) said, “O my father! Do as you are commanded. If
Allah wills, you shall find me of the patient”. (Qur'an, 37:102)
Both father and son were prepared to sacrifice Isma'’il’s life, but
Shaytan wanted to dissuade them.

In this narration, Ibrahim (as) stoned Shaytan three times; in oth-
er narrations, Shaytan appeared separately to Ibrahim, Hajarah
and Isma'’il (as). Each time, he tried to convince them that Ibra-
him (as) was about to commit a terrible crime; each time, they
attested that if it was from Allah they must accept it. Each of them
stoned Shaytan. (Tabari and Hakim)

It seems impossible to us that someone could be prepared to
sacrifice their beloved child, the person most dear to them in the
world, especially when obstacles have been placed in their way
on three separate occasions. However, the family of Ibrahim (as)

were so forceful in their rejection of disobeying Allah that they
threw stones at Shaytan. It is this stoning that we remember at
Haijj.

As Ibrahim (as) prepared a knife to sacrifice his son and a shroud
to bury him in, he couldn’t face Isma'’il (as), so he turned his son’s
face away. According to Ibn Kathir’s tafseer, they both remem-
bered Allah and testified their faith in Him — Ibrahim because he
was about to make a sacrifice, and Isma’il because he was about
to die. Then Ibrahim prepared to sacrifice his son — and when the
knife was at Isma’il's neck, he heard a voice calling to him to stop.
Ibrahim (as) sacrificed a white, horned ram instead of his son
and, like the stoning of the pillars, we remember this sacrifice
every year at Hajj. It represents the devotion of Ibrahim (as), who
was ready to sacrifice his beloved son for Allah’s sake, and the
reward and blessing they received from Allah as a result of their
submission. Remembering this journey every time we do Qurba-
ni should bring us closer to Allah; again, it is not the animal that
matters, but our willingness to submit wholeheartedly to Allah.

The Ram of Paradise

As you can see above, Allah refers to the ram He sent down
to lbrahim (as) as “a great sacrifice”. Allah even used the word
‘’adheem to describe the sacrifice, while one of Allah’s names is
Al-Adheem. So what was so special about this ram?

Ibn Abbas (ra) said it was, ‘A ram which had grazed in Paradise
for forty years’. (Tabari)

In Al-Jalalayn’s tafseer, he reports that the ram Allah sent down
to Ibrahim (as) was the same ram that Habil had sacrificed —
meaning Allah had ascended that ram to heaven, and then sent
it back down to Ibrahim (as) to be sacrificed.

Fun fact: the horns of this ram were passed down through Is-
ma'’il's (as) descendants and were kept hanging in the Ka’bah by
the Quraysh as an important relic. After the Prophet (saw) con-
quered Makkah, the ram’s horns were kept in the Ka’bah, though
they were covered up.

The ram horns remained there until the Ka’bah was damaged by
fire in the Siege of Makkah in 683; the horns were burned and
lost in this battle.

The Prophetic Qurbani

Finally, we come to the last part of the history of Qurbani — the
Qurbani of our Prophet Muhammad (saw).

This is the Qurbani we siill practice today every Eid-ul-Adha and
it is important for us to not only make our intentions sincere, but
also to keep in mind the rich history behind Qurbani. Our heri-
tage should be valuable to us, as shown by the Prophet (saw)
keeping the horns of the ram Ibrahim (as) hanging in the Ka’bah.
The family of Ibrahim (as) are a particularly important part of our
history, as we learn every year at Hajj when we commemorate
their actions.

The Messenger of Allah (saw) even said, ‘Il am the son of two
sacrificed people’ (Hakim), referring to the fact that both his fa-
ther Abdullah and his ancestor Isma’il (as) were almost sacrificed
for Allah’s sake, emphasising his connection with Isma'il (as).
He (saw) also used to look for rams similar to the one Habil and
Ibrahim (as) sacrificed — white, horned rams — to offer as Qurbani
on Eid-ul-Adha. (Ahmad)

An element of the Prophetic Qurbani which we should definitely
be keeping alive is the practice of sacrificing a second animal on
behalf of those who can't afford it:

‘The Prophet (saw) sacrificed for the one who could not sacrifice
from his ummah, one who bore witness to the Oneness of Allah
and [his] Prophethood’. (Tabarani and Ahmad)

This was a Sunnah his Sahabah also used to follow, as Anas bin
Malik said, ‘The Prophet (saw) used to sacrifice two rams, and |
also sacrifice two rams’. (Bukhari)

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkk



Non-religious

Swedish conversion

Story

Ibrahim Karlsson

| was born in an ordinary , non-religious Swedish
home, but with a very loving relationship to each
other. | had lived my life 25 years without really
thinking about the existence of God or anything
spiritual what-so-ever; | was the role model of
the materialistic man.

Or was I? I recall a short story | wrote in 7th grade,
something about my future life, where | portray
myself as a successful games programmer (I
hadn’t yet even touched a computer) and living
with a Muslim wife!! OK, at that time Muslim to
me meant dressing in long clothes and wearing
a scarf, but | have no idea where those thoughts
came from. Later, in high school, | remember
spending much time in the school-library (be-
ing a bookworm) and at one time | picked up a
translated Qur’an and read some passages from
it. | don’t remember exactly what | read, but | do
remember finding that what it said made sense
and was logical to me.

Still, I was not at all religious, | couldn’t fit God
in my universe, and | had no need of any god. |
mean, we have Newton to explain how the uni-
verse works, right?

Time passed, | graduated and started work-
ing. Earned some money and moved to my own
apartment, and found a wonderful tool in the
PC. | became a passionate amateur photogra-
pher, and enrolled in activities around that. At
one time | was documenting a marketplace, tak-
ing snapshots from a distance with my telelens
when an angry looking immigrant came over and
explained that he would make sure | wasn’t going
to take any more pictures of his mum and sisters.
Strange people those Muslims...

More things related to Islam happened that |
can’t explain why | did what | did. | can’t recall
the reason | called the “Islamic information or-
ganisation” in Sweden, ordering a subscription to
their newsletter, buying Yosuf Ali’s Qur’an and a
very good book on Islam called Islam - our faith.
I just did!

| read almost all of the Qur’an, and found it to
be both beautiful and logical, but still, God had
no place in my heart. One year later, whilst out
on a patch of land called “pretty island” (it re-
ally is) taking autumn-color pictures, | was over-
whelmed by a fantastic feeling. | felt as if | were
a tiny piece of something greater, a tooth on a
gear in God’s great gearbox called the universe.
It was wonderfull | had never ever felt like this
before, totally relaxed, yet bursting with energy,
and above all, total awareness of god wherever |

turned my eyes.

I don’t know how long | stayed in this ecstatic
state, but eventually it ended and | drove home,
seemingly unaffected, but what | had experi-
enced left uneraseable marks in my mind. At this
time Microsoft brought Windows-95 to the mar-
ket with the biggest marketing blitz known to the
computer industry. Part of the package was the
on-line service The Microsoft Network. And keen
to know what is was | got myself an account on
the MSN. | soon found that the Islam BBS were
the most interesting part of the MSN, and that’s
where | found Shahida.

Shahida is a American woman, who like me has
converted to Islam. Our chemistry worked right
away, and she became the best pen-friend | have
ever had. Our e-mail correspondence will go
down in history: the fact that my mailbox grew
to something like 3 megabytes over the first 6
months tells its own tale. She and | discussed a
lot about Islam and faith in god in general, and
what she wrote made sense to me. Shahida had
an angels patience with my slow thinking and my
silly questions, but she never gave up the hope in
me. Just listen to your heart and you'll find the
truth she said.

And | found the truth in myself sooner than I'd
expected. On the way home from work, in the
bus with most of the people around me asleep,
and myself adoring the sunset, painting the
beautifully dispersed clouds with pink and or-
ange colours, all the parts came together, how
God can rule our life, yet we’re not robots. How |
could depend on physics and chemistry and still
believe and see Gods work. It was wonderful, a
few minutes of total understanding and peace. |
so long for a moment like this to happen again!
And it did, one morning | woke up, clear as a bell,
and the first thought that ran through my brain
was how grateful to God | were that he made me
wake up to another day full of opportunities. It
was so natural, like | had been doing every day
of my life!

After these experiences | couldn’t no longer deny
God’s existence. But after 25 years of denying
God it was no easy task to admit his existence
and accept faith. But good things kept happen-
ing to me, | spent some time in the US, and at
this time | started praying, testing and feeling,
learning to focus on God and to listen to what my
heart said. It all ended in a nice weekend in New
York, of which | had worried a lot, but it turned
out to be a success, most of all, | finally got to
meet Shahida!

At this point there was no return, | just didn’t
know it yet. But God kept leading me, | read
some more, and finally got the courage to call
the nearest Mosque and ask for a meeting with
some Muslims. With trembling legs | drove to the
mosque, which | had passed many times before,
but never dared to stop and visit. | met the nicest
people there, and | was given some more reading

material, and made plans to come and visit the
brothers in their home. What they said, and the
answers they gave all made sense. Islam became
a major part of my life, | started praying regu-
larly, and | went to my first Jumma prayer. It wasy
wonderful, | sneaked in, and sat in the back, not;
understanding a word the imam was saying, but
still enjoying the service. After the khutba we all
came together forming lines, and made the two
‘rakaas’. It was yet one of the wonderful experi-
ences | have had on my journey to Islam. The sin-
cerity of 200 men fully devoted to just one thing,
to praise God, felt great!

Slowly my mind started to agree with my heart, |
started to picture myself as a Muslim, but could
I really convert to Islam? | had left the Swedish
state-church earlier, just in case, but to pray 5
times a day? to stop eating pork? Could | reall
do that? And what about my family and friends?,
| recalled what Br. Omar told me, how his family
tried to get him admitted to an asylum when he,
converted. Could I really do this?

By this time the Internet wave had swept my
country, and | too had hooked up with the info-
bahn. And “out there” were tons of information
about Islam. I think | collected just about every
web page with the word Islam anywhere in the,
text, and learned a lot. But what really made
a change was a text | found in Great Britain, a
story of a newly converted woman with feelings
exactly like mine. 12 hours is the name of the
text. When | had read that story, and wept the
tears out of my eyes | realized that there were,
no turning back anymore, | couldn’t resist Islam:
any longer.

Summer vacation started, and | had made my;
mind up. | had to become a Muslim! But after;
all, the start of the summer had been very cold,
and if my first week without work was different,
I wouldn’t lose a day of sunshine by not being on
the beach. On the TV the weatherman painted
a big sun right on top of my part of the country.
OK then, some other day... The next morning; &
steel grey sky, with ice-cold gusts of wind outside
my bedroom window. It was like God had decid-
ed my time was up, | could wait no longer. | had
the required bath, and dressed in clean clothes,
jumped in my car and drove the 1 hour drive to
the mosque.

In the Mosque | approached the brothers with:
my wish, and after dhuhr prayer the Imam and
some brothers witnessed me say the Shahada.
Alhamdulillah! And to my great relief all my fam-,
ily and friends have taken my conversion very:
well, they have all accepted it, | won’t say they;
were thrilled, but absolutely no hard feelings.
They can’t understand all the things | do. Like
praying 5 times a day on specific times, or not
eating pork meat. They think this is strange for-
eign customs that will die out with time, but I'll
prove them wrong. InshaAllah

L

media@hayatfoundation.org.uk —

hayatfoundationuk
+44 7588 811824 - +44 7508 848893
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