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DEFINITION

. The phrase “lkram ad-Daif”,
translated as “honouring/being hos-
pitable to one’s guest’, is one of the
most virtuous and significant social
values in islam and a sign perfection
in one’s faith & character. The Arabic
word for hospitality is diyafa (i)
from the stem dafa (©l_x); which lit-
erally means providing the guest
with accommodation. In application,
it entails concern and generosi-
ty of a host towards his/her guest.

. Islam attaches great impor-
tance to social practices and val-
ues (e.g.honouring guests) which
deepen the bonds of brotherhood/

unity and increase cooperation
and empathy within communities.

. Hospitality in Islam is a
multi-faceted practice and thus not
limited to the generosity that we
show guests who visit our homes,
but extends beyond our walls to-
wards our neighbours as well as
the wider community during times

of need (e.g. natural disasters).
AN EXAMPLE
. In Islam, guests who visit

our homes must receive our utmost
kindness and generosity. The same
principle applies whether the guest is
a family member, a stranger, rich or
poor, Muslim or non-Muslim.

. Our beloved Prophet Mu-
hammad %, who was an exemplar of
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BRANCHES OF FAITH (7):

HONOURING GUESTS

(Derived from Najm UK’s weekly reminders)

generosity and kindness said:
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“He who believes in Allah and the Last
Day should serve his guest generous-
ly by giving him his reward.” It was
asked. “What is his reward, O Allah’s
Apostle?” He said, “(To be hosted
generously) for a day and a night with
high quality food. The guest has the
right to be entertained for three days
(with ordinary food) and if he stays
longer, what he will be provided with
will be regarded as Sadaqa (a chari-

table gift)” [Sahih Muslim].

IN OUR TIMES

. Nowadays the arrival of
guests signals the arrival of restless-
ness and discomfort. Many people
sigh or make excuses at the news of a
guest arriving while in reality welcom-
ing a guest is a major part of our iman!

) Honouring a guest isn't
merely accomodating them but rath-
er means making sure the guest is
welcomed and comfortable as if he
is in his own home, smiling at them
cheerfully and by providing the best
food and drink to ones ability. These
are the rights of a guest upon its host.

. A Story Of True Sacrifice
The Prophet (£) said, “Who will en-
tertain this (man) as guest?” One of
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the Ansar said: “O Messenger of Al-
lah, | will.” So he took him home and
said to his wife: “honour the guest of
Messenger of Allah (£).” The Ansari
asked his wife: “Have you got any-
thing?” She answered: “Nothing,
except a little food for the chil-
dren.” He said: «Keep them busy
with something, and when they ask
for food put them to sleep. When the
guest enters, extinguish the light and
give him the impression that we are
also eating.» So they sat down and
the guest ate and they passed the
night hungry. When he came to the
Prophet (£) in the morning, he said
to him, «Allah admired what you did
with your guest last night» (Bukhéri)

A COLLECTIVE RESPONSIB-
LITY

Honouring the guest is not re-
stricted to the rich or those whom
we already know. In fact, show-
ing generosity to those whom
we don’t know, and the poor, is
more virtuous and rewarding!

Ibn Hazm said, “To entertain
the guest is an obligation upon
the villager and the city dwell-
er, upon the scholar and the
ignorant; a day and night of ex-
cellence and then three days as
his right to be hosted. If he does
not receive his hospitality, then
he is to take his right however he
can and have his debt paid off as

such.”
A SUMMARY
. In the hadith quoted in the

section ‘AN EXAMPLE’, we see the
stress and emphasis of honour-
ing the guest by the way the Proph-
et (¥) linked this branch of faith
to belief in Allah (%) and the Final
Day. This shows it is mandatory.

. We also learnt that the first
day and night of the guest neces-
sitates a very high quality recep-
tion, with the most excellent of food
and service. The second and third
days are of a more normal kind.

. Also, the fact that if any fur-
ther time offered to the guest after
three days is sadagah (charity), then
that which is less than 3 days is from
the waajibaat (mandatory).
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HOW TO CONVERT TO ISLAM AND BECOME A MUSLIM

The Arabic word ‘Islam’ means ‘submission’, and is derived from
a word meaning ‘peace’. As such, the religion of Islam teaches
that in order to achieve true peace of mind and surety of heart,
one must submit to God and live according to His Divinely re-
vealed Law.

Islam is not a new religion because ‘submission to the will of
God, i.e. Islam, has always been the only acceptable religion
in the sight of God. For this reason, Islam is the true ‘natural
religion’, and it is the same eternal message revealed through
the ages to all of God’s prophets and messengers. The main
message of all the prophets has always been that there is only
One True God and He alone is to be worshipped. These proph-
ets start with Adam and include Noah, Abraham, Moses, David,
Solomon, John the Baptist, and Jesus, peace be upon them all.
God says in the Holy Quran:

“We did not send before you (O Muhammad) any messenger but
We revealed to him: ‘none has the right to be worshipped except

I, therefore worship Me.” (Quran 21:25)

However, the true message of these prophets was either lost or
got corrupted over time. Even the most recent books, the Torah
and the Gospel were adulterated and hence they lost their cred-
ibility to guide the people to the right path. Therefore 600 years
after Jesus, God revived the lost message of previous prophets
by sending the Prophet Muhammad with His final revelation, the
Holy Quran, to all of mankind. Since the Prophet Muhammad
was the final prophet, God Himself has promised to preserve
His last revealed words so that it is a source of guidance for all
humanity till the Last Day. It is now imperative for everyone to
believe and follow this final message from God. God Almighty
says in the Quran:

“We have not sent you (O Muhammad) but to all mankind as
a giver of good news and as a warner, but most people do not

know.” (Quran 34:28)

“Whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be ac-
cepted of him, and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers.”
(Quran 3:85)

The word “Muslim” means one who submits to the will of God,
regardless of his/her race, nationality or ethnic background.

Hence, any person who is ready to submit to the will of God is
eligible to become a Muslim.

Benefits of Converting to Islam

There are many benefits of converting to Islam. Some of them
are:

. One forms a personal and direct relationship with God by
worshipping Him alone, without the need of intermediaries. One
feels this personal relationship and is aware that God knows ev-
erything and is there to assist him/her.

»  Aperson realizes the true purpose of his or her life, which is
to recognize God and follow His commandments.

. A person is provided with a light, which guides him/her
through life. The religion of Islam has answers to all situations,
and one will always know the right steps to take in all aspects of
life.

*  One finds true happiness, tranquility, and inner peace.

. Upon converting to Islam, all of one’s previous sins are for-
given, and one starts a new life of piety and righteousness. And
as a Muslim, when one makes a mistake thereafter, he/she can
always repent to God who forgives the sins of those who repent
to Him sincerely. There are no intermediaries or created beings
to make confessions to.

* One achieves salvation from Hellfire, which all prophets have
warned against.

*  The greatest benefit is that a Muslim is promised by God the
reward of eternal Paradise (Heaven). Those who are blessed
with Paradise, will live eternally in bliss without any sort of sick-
ness, pain or sadness. God will be pleased with them and they
will be pleased with Him. Even the lowest in rank among the
dwellers of Paradise will have ten times the like of this world, and

they will have whatever they desire. In fact, in Paradise there are
pleasures that no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard, and
no mind has ever thought of. It will be a very real life, not spiritual
only, but physical as well.

How to Convert to Islam - The Testimony of Faith (Shahada)
Becoming a Muslim is a simple and easy process. All that a per-
son has to do is to say a sentence called the Testimony of Faith
(Shahada), which is pronounced as:

| testify “La ilaha illa Allah, Muhammad rasoolu Allah.”

These Arabic words mean, “There is no true god (deity) but God
(Allah), and Muhammad is the Messenger (Prophet) of God.”
Once a person says the Testimony of Faith (Shahada) with con-
viction and understanding its meaning, then he/she has become
a Muslim.

The first part, “There is no true deity but God,” means that none
has the right to be worshipped but God alone, and that God has
neither partner nor son. The second part means that Muhammad
was a true Prophet sent by God to humankind.

To be a Muslim, one should also:

- Believe that the Holy Quran is the literal word of God, revealed
by Him.

- Believe that the Judgment Day (Resurrection Day) is true and
will come.

- Believe in the prophets that God sent and the books He re-
vealed, and in His angels.

- Accept Islam as his/her religion.

- Not worship anything nor anyone except God.

The conversion can be done alone, but it is much better to do
it with the help of one of our advisors through the “Live Help”,
so we may help you in pronouncing it right and to provide you
with important pieces of information and advice that is especially
prepared for new converts, to help them get started with their
newfound faith.

You are Not Alone

If you have followed the guidance above and converted to Islam
by yourself, then rest assured that you are not alone, rather the
same faith is shared by 1.7 billion people.

Some Common Misconceptions

Some people may postpone their conversion to Islam, though
they believe it to be the true religion of God, due to some miscon-
ceptions. They may think that things like changing their name,
knowing some Arabic, informing others of their conversion,
knowing some Muslims, or not having committed many sins, are
conditions for conversion — however the reality is that none of
these are valid excuses for delaying the conversion.

For Those Not Yet Convinced

Islam claims to be the true way to God. What makes one religion
valid over other ideologies is the proofs it offers for its truthful-
ness. Hence, one needs to look at these proofs, weigh them
and take an informed decision. One needs to be sincere in one’s
endeavour and above all seek the help of the Almighty to guide
him/her to the right path.

If a person is still not convinced of the truthfulness of Islam, then
he/she can further look at the proofs Islam offers. Islam offers
overwhelming proofs of its truthfulness and is the only religion
that completely appeals to common sense.

Some of the proofs Islam offers are: the scientific proofs in the
Quran, the miracles performed by the Prophet Muhammad and
the prophesies of his coming in previous scriptures, the foretold
events mentioned in the Quran that later came to pass, the un-
met challenge of the Quran to bring even a chapter like it, and
the divine wisdom in the laws and teachings of Islam that cover
all aspects of life.



A Hindu’s journe
to Islam

By Aasiya Inaya

When the truth is revealed to you and you
stand face to face with it, how long can you
refuse to accept it? How long would you
run away denying it?

There comes a point in your life when you
have to break free from all the chains that
hold you back from answering the True Call.
It is a moment where nothing else seems
significant and equivalent to the call of the
Almighty God and His path of freedom, bliss
and satisfaction.

All the lies with which you have been liv-
ing with start fading and your beliefs as a
disbeliever fall like a pack of cards. And
what you witness is an Eureka moment, a
moment when you realize the truth, when
you realize the beauty of Islam.

Then you take no time to acceptit. You just
have to take a bold step lest fearing the so-
cietal pressure and disagreement. For you
should always fight for the Truth and stand
firm on to it, no matter be it against your
own kin.

| remember the day when | stood in front
of the mirror in my room, looking vaguely,
trying to search for something but failing to
find an answer. In retrospect, | was never
an atheist,

| always believed that God existed and be-
ing a Hindu it existed for me in thousand
forms: from a stone to a tree, from a tree
to a river, from a river to a well (funny but
true). All were objects of worship for me as
| was told by my family and other traditions.

| took pride in being a polytheist, consider-
ing that all objects made by God are worth
worshipping and that there exists a part of
God in them, in every single being; so all
are worthy of worship. It could be a cow, a
tree, a river (as | said also a well), idols and
even human beings themselves.

| detested Islam for being so rigid and stub-
born on this. | found the Muslims static,
living in the past, while the world is moving
far ahead of them. For me all their beliefs
were unreasonable (maybe because | never
looked for reason), impractical, cruel and
outdated.

Probably, it was not my fault; | was made
to look at them this way. It was a pre-con-
ceived notion, which | inherited from this
society which has often kept a negative im-
age of Islam in majority of its opinion.

My first encounter with Islam was in high
school where the majority of my classmates
were Muslims and during free classes we
used to have discussions on Islam (largely
because of the anti-Islam propaganda by
the Hindu Organizations post 9/11 and the
Gujarat riots).

During these talks they tried to clear vari-
ous misconceptions that | carried regarding
monotheism, rights of women, their status,
and other popular myths which have be-
come clichéd more or less.

Yet, it was not convincing for me, | still kept
those beliefs and my pride in being polythe-
ist. Though | was not anymore an anti-Mus-
lim, | was moved by the sufferings of the
people who were one of us, simply dying
because they practiced a different faith. |
became more secular in my outlook.

| give the major credit of becoming a mono-
theist to Arya Samaj, a Hindu organiza-
tion that believes that Hinduism preaches
monotheism and not rituals and idol wor-
shiping. After coming under its influence
| stopped worshiping idols, performing any
sort of rituals and going to temples.
These are what | call the steps | was taking
to finally reach my destination that is Is-
lam. Though Arya Samaj has its own flaws,
| again found myself in the same cob-web;
where rituals and fire worshiping became
an integral part.

Reading Vedas, Manu Smiriti, and other
scriptures only confused me. It was all
philosophical, nothing material which could
help you precisely find an answer for your
daily life queries.

While in college studying Law, it was the
first time when the clarity of Islam dawned
over me. It was nothing but a small course
of Family Law - Hindu Law and Islamic Law
regarding marriages, divorce, succession,
etc.

While Hindu law was riddled with various
technicalities, confusions, differences of
opinions and lack of stability, Islamic law
on the other hand was clear, precise and
certain.

My opinion here changed overnight. What

| used to find static, appeared stable to
me. This made me curious to read more in
this regard; | spent hours online talking to;
friends who used to tell me about Islam.

| read various links and participated in fo-
rum discussions. My outlook towards Islam
started changing which was reflected when
| spoke with my friends or discussed things
with them.

Of course this change was not appreciated}
by them, they warned me against the so-
called ‘brain washers’ whose sole aim is to
divert Hindus to Islam.

All this used to bother me, | felt scared of;
their disagreement. | felt as though | were
cheating my friends and family by doing
what they sternly disagreed with.

But, as | said earlier, how long can you run
away from the truth? You cannot live with}
alie and accepting the truth needs courage.
And as the Holy Quran says:

“Believers, uphold justice. Always bear true
witness, even if it be against yourself, your
parents, or your relatives-and regardless
of whether the person against whom you}
are speaking is rich or poor. God is close to,
people regardless of their material circum-
stances. Do not be led by emotion, as this;
may cause you to swerve from the truth. Iff
you distort your testimony, or refuse to tes-
tify, remember that God is aware of all your
actions.” (Quran 4:135)

And that day all the fears just drifted away,
because if | wouldn’t have converted then}
| guess | would never had. | would have
stayed stuck in the complexities of the ma-
terial world where false emotions stop us
from doing the right thing.

Though my friends and family members are
yet unaware of it, but certainly | will tell
them sooner or later and | hope Insha’Allah
(God-willing) that they will respect my deci-
sion.

Alhamdullilah, I’'m a Muslim today, trying to
learn more and more about the Holy Quran
and the guidelines of Prophet Muham-
mad, may the mercy and blessings of God\
be upon him. Insha’Allah, | will walk on his
path in a better way.

With the help of a few friends and an orga-
nization, I've learned to pray; I’'m praying 5
times daily alhamdulillah. | pray to God to
give me more strength so that | could al-
ways stand firm on my decision.

media@hayatfoundation.org.uk

hayatfoundationuk

+44 7588 811824 - +44 7508 848893

www.hayatfoundation.org.uk {y
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