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DEFINITION

° The word ‘Aménah’ (trust) is a
very comprehensive term that entails: ad-
herence to Islamic injunctions, fairness in
dealings, and giving everybody their due.

o The decline in moral values such
as honouring trusts is one of the signs of
Qiyamah. Our Messenger (¥) said:
“Uglie ) Cal8 OB L (@e Ll e LY cagla 1y
6 @l e ) eyt s 13y O el Jstar
((A.GLHJ\

“When the practice of honouring a trust is
lost, expect the Last Day.” He was asked:
“How could it be lost?” He replied, “When
the governance/authority is entrusted to
undeserving people, then wait for the Last
Day.”

THREE TYPES OF TRUSTS

1. A pledge (Trust) made by a per-
son to Allah .% Upon reciting the Kalimah
and entering Islam, one declares complete
submission to Allah and His messenger.
2. A pledge made by a person upon
himself. e.g., a person takes an oath to
perform a certain action for Allah.

3. A pledge made by two people,
groups, governments, etc. This includes
business transactions and marriages.

PLEDGE WITH ALLAH =

° For a Muslim, the most honour-
able and holiest pledge is the one which
he has made with his Lord and Creator.
Fulfilling this pledge doesn’t just mean fol-
lowing rituals but following Allah’s % way
of life.

° Islam sees the human being as a
trustee of God on earth; it doesn’t regard
the human as a sinful being with sin as the
centre of his life. Sin is present in human
life but trust & responsibility are the con-
cept that supersedes all other things!

° In order for human beings to truly
be the trustee of God on earth they must
have a great deal of determination as it is
not an easy trust. The Quran in (33:72) de-
scribes this trust as a responsibility which
the earth, mountains and seas could not
undertake! But the human chose to car-
ry this challenging responsibility. This re-
sponsibility is also expressed in surah Ya-
seen (60-61).

In brief, the most important application of
this aspect of ‘Amaanah is for the individ-
ual to select the way of life which is in
accordance with the will of his creator.

AT THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL

° A scholar said: ‘Amaanah (trust-
worthiness) is the core of our faith and its
importance/position is like that of the heart

BTN CeanSTYY AFFY ool gm0 13 VP (U s dror @b 3locds pgd JUuw

BRANCHES OF FAITH (8):

FULFILLING TRUSTS

(Derived from Najm UK’s weekly reminders)

to the body, in which it is found in seven
limbs: the eyes, ears, tongue, hands, feet,
stomach, and the private parts. Whoev-
er betrays the trust of all of them, he will
leave the circle of faith.’

Another scholar said, ‘Everything that
Allah has obligated upon His servants is
a trust, such as: salah, zakat, siyam, and
repaying debts.

° Accordingly, Amaanah at an indi-
vidual level is to treat every obligation and
blessing that Allah * has granted us as a
trust, and to perform/use them only in ac-
cordance with His Will. Thus, our eyesight
is a trust, hearing is a trust, our hands and
feet are a trust, our tongue is a trust, and
our money is also a trust.
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‘O You who have
faith! Do not betray
Allah and His Mes-
senger and do not
knowingly  betray
your trusts.”

AT THE SO-

CIAL LEVEL
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“Everyone of you is

a *shepherd (leader or trustee) and each
one of you is answerable to Allah with
regard to the trust that was given to you.
[Bukhari & Muslim]

° We learn from the above hadith
that Amaanah is not limited to a select
few; rather each and every person carries
a part of the trust. Aruler is a trustee and is
responsible for the people he leads, a man
is responsible for his wife and offspring,
a woman is a trustee and is responsible
for her household and children. Even the
work entrusted to us is a trust, while undo-
ing it is betrayal.

° From the prophetic traditions,
the trusts that is considered most worthy
of fulfilment are those related to marital
relationships. Secrets and trusts related to
this relationship should never be revealed
onto outsiders.

They should also afford the same cour-
tesy to other families by not investigating
others’ livelihoods nor interrogating them
about what they did, what they cooked,
what they ate, whom they visited or what

they wore during each gathering!

. Allah (%) says in the Qur’an (5:1),
“O’ you who have faith, honour (all) your
pledges/contracts...”

Since Islam doesn’t distinguish between
religion and state, the above verse relates
to all aspects of our lives (individual, so-
cial and political). It does not only apply
to money but to all trusts such as secrets,
repaying debts or appointing someone for
a job, position or responsibility. Regarding
this, Allah (¥*) says:

Ata&a 135 Ladhl ) sl 1,855 of a&al b &y
&4 oS Laas ) ) U3l ) 52885 of B (0
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Indeed, Allah commands you to render

trusts to whom they are due (and most de-
serving of it) and when you judge between
people to judge with justice. Excellent is
that which Allah instructs you. Indeed, Al-
lah is ever Hearing and Seeing.

BETRAYAL: ATONEMENT &
CONSEQUENCE
° The atonement (kaffarah) for not

fulfilling a particular oath or promise is
feeding 10 needy people, clothing them or
fasting 3 days. (Refer to 5:89 for full Aayah
and note that only trusts with lawful condi-
tions are obligatory to fulfil.)

° Regarding those that die without
“Every traitor (of trusTs) will have a ﬂag on
the Day of Judgement to identify them ac-
cording to the amount of their treachery;
there is no traitor of greater treachery than
the leader who betrays his own people”
(Muslim/ Bukhari).
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FRIDAY - THE BEST DAY OF THE WEEK

Friday is a very important day for Muslims. It is more significant
and more beneficial than any other day of the week. It is the day
that Muslims gather together to pray in congregation. Directly be-
fore the prayer they listen to a lecture designed to empower them
with valuable knowledge about God, and the religion of Islam.
It is a blessed day that has been designated as such by God,
Almighty; no other day of the week shares its virtues.

A believer’s entire life is one of worship; even celebrations are
conducted as worship. While there is no special place or special
time to worship God, there are moments, days, or times that God

has made more superior; Friday is one of those times.

From the traditions of Prophet Muhammad, may the mercy and
blessings of God be upon him, we learn that “The best day in the
sight of God is Friday, the day of congregation”.[1] Congrega-
tional prayers (obligatory for men) are one of the most strongly
emphasized duties in Islam. It is a time when Muslims come
together to worship One God, and find strength and comfort by
standing shoulder to shoulder and reaffirming their faith and de-
votion to Him.

“O you who believe! When the call to prayer is proclaimed on
Friday hasten earnestly to the remembrance of God, and leave
aside business. That is best for you if you but knew.” (Quran
62:9)

In many predominantly Muslim countries Friday is a weekly hol-
iday, sometimes combined with either Thursday or Saturday.
However there is no mandatory closing of businesses except
during the time of the congregational prayer. In western coun-
tries many Muslims try to take their lunch break during the time
for prayer, usually in the very early afternoon.

Prophet Muhammad told his followers that “The five daily
prayers, and from one Friday prayer till the next, serves as an
expiation for whatever sins have been committed between them,
provided one does not commit any major sin.”[2]

It is important that a Muslim not neglect Friday Prayer due to
work, study, or other worldly matters. Believers should make
attending this prayer a priority since ignoring it three times in a
row, with no valid reason, will cause a believer to stray from the

straight path.

While it is only men who are obliged to attend the Friday congre-
gational prayer there are also many recommended acts that can
be performed by men, women or children during this day. These
acts include, taking a bath and wearing clean clothes, saying nu-
merous supplications to God, sending blessings upon Prophet
Muhammad, and reading Chapter 18 of the Quran, which is en-
titted ‘The Cave’.

Prophet Muhammad, may the mercy and blessings of God be
upon him, said, “There is no day more
virtuous than Friday. In it there is an
hour in which no one will pray to God
except that God will hear his prayer”.[3]

“Friday consists of twelve hours, one of
which is the hour where supplications
are granted for believers. This hour is
sought during the last hour after Asr (the
third prayer in the day).[4]”

“Whoever recites ‘The Cave’ on Friday,
God will give him a light to the next Fri-
day.”[5]

“The best day on which the sun rises is
Friday. It is the day Adam was creat-
ed. It is the day when Adam entered
the Heavenly Gardens, the day when
he was expelled from it and also the day
he died. Friday is the day on which the
Day of Resurrection will take place.”[6]

Friday is also the day on which one of
the greatest verses in the Quran was
revealed.

“This day, | have perfected your religion for you, completed My
Favor upon you, and have chosen Islam as your religion.” (Quran
5:3)

A story from the life of the second Caliph Omar, illustrates the
significance of Friday. A learned person from among the Jews
said to Omar Ibn Al Khattab “In the Quran you people read a
certain verse; if that verse had been revealed to us, we would
have celebrated that day annually.” Omar asked, “Which verse is
that?” The man replied, “This day, | have perfected your religion
for you’. Omar then said, “Verily | remember the day and the
place where this verse was revealed. It was already a double
celebration for us. Firstly it was Friday-a day of Eid (celebration)
for all Muslims and secondly, it was the day of Arafat — the most
important day of the Hajj.” Omar further stated that this verse was
revealed after Asr (afternoon prayer) while Prophet Muhammad
was sitting on his camel.

Friday is a special day; the congregational prayer performed on
this day holds special significance in the life of a Muslim. This is
well noted and discussed by Islamic scholars both past and pres-
ent. Thirteenth century Islamic scholar Ibn Taymiyyah said: “The
most excellent day of the week is Friday according to the con-
sensus of scholars” [7] and his student Ibnul -Qayyim mentions
32 special characteristics of Friday in his book Zad Al- Ma’'ad.
Prophet Muhammad said “Verily, this is the Eid day (day of cele-
bration) that God has prescribed for the Muslims”[8]. Believers
would be wise to take advantage of the blessings God sends
down to His slaves on Friday. This is a day of congregation, a
day of celebration and a day of contemplation and supplication.



INVESTIGATING
THE CHRISTIAN

RESOURCES

By: Hussein Abdulwaheed Amin

Saint Paul and the early Christian Church
Having gone as far as | could at that time
with my research of Islam, | next set about
a serious study of the historical Jesus and
the early Christian church. | was aston-
ished at what | learned - things | had never
even heard about in my fourteen years of
Religious Education at Catholic schools.
As my knowledge increased, | came to re-
ject what | now regarded as the doctrinal
innovations of the foremost evangelist of
the early church, Paul of Tarsus, usually
referred to as Saint Paul the Apostle. Paul
was not an Apostle at all. In fact, he per-
sonally never even met Jesus, yet claimed
to receive visions of Jesus which overrode
the first-hand historical and theological
knowledge of those who had known and
followed Jesus during his actual ministry.
Paul’s abrogation of the Law of Moses was
decried by the Jerusalem church, led by
Peter, and comprised of the original Jew-
ish disciples of Jesus. They saw themselves
as a movement within Judaism and would
not accept gentiles unless they converted
to Judaism, for example, through circumci-
sion and acceptance of Jewish dietary law.
For the original Jewish disciples of Jesus,
the notion of a literal and physical Son of
God would have been blasphemous and in
direct contravention of the First Command-
ment. In Exodus 20:2-5 we read:

“l am the Lord your God...Worship no god
but me...I tolerate no rivals.”

And Deuteronomy 6:4 is variously rendered
as:

“Hear O Israel, the LORD - and the LORD
alone - is our God.”

Or

“The LORD, our God, is the only God.”

Or

“The LORD our God is one.”

There seems no scope for a “Son of God”
or Trinity based on those readings, only
for God “the Father” in Christian parlance
or Allah as He is known to Muslims. [Al-
lah is simply the Arabic word for the God
(capital G). He is not some other deity, as
some people in the West mistakenly think.
Arabic-speaking Jews and Christians use
the word “Allah” too and “Allah” appears
throughout the Arabic Bible.]

This understanding that a literal, physical
Son of God would have been (and still is)
blasphemous to Jews was subsequently
confirmed to me in private correspondence

with a Jewish university professor of reli-
gion. Speaking of the Jewish understanding
of the Messiah, he stated: “The figure de-
scribed here is clearly a human being, not a
divinity or son of God”.

Saint Paul’s missionary work was over-
whelmingly directed at polytheist pagans
in the northern Mediterranean. In Corinth
he gave up in exasperation on the Jews who
stayed faithful to the worship of God alone
and to the oneness of God. In Acts 17: 6
Paul declares to the Jews:

“If you are lost, you yourselves must take
the blame for it. | am not responsible.
From now on | will go to the gentiles.”
The notion of gods having children would
have been very familiar to gentiles such as
the Greeks. | suspect that Paul distorted
the message of Jesus to make it more ac-
ceptable to this audience and thereby gain
as many converts as possible as quickly as
possible. We see evidence in Acts 17: 22-
23 of how Paul in Athens draws explicitly
on the existing religion of the Greeks to
introduce his corrupted version of Christi-
anity to them. There is also evidence that
Paul made things up as he went along and
conjured up doctrine on the hoof without
reference to Jewish scripture, the teachings
of Jesus or even one of his own famed vi-
sions. For example, in 1 Corinthians 7: 25
in reply to a query about unmarried people,
Paul admits that “l do not have a command
from the Lord”, yet nevertheless proceeds
to offer his own private opinion in his self-
proclaimed capacity as “one who by the
Lord’s mercy is worthy of trust”.

The Questionable Validity of the New Testa-
ment

Growing up in a Catholic home and attend-
ing Catholic schools, | had always unques-
tioningly regarded the Bible as the Word
of God. As a result of my private study
in adulthood of the history of the writing
and compilation of the Bible, | now came
to view the New Testament in particular as
deeply suspect. Paul or his followers wrote
most of it. Note, for example, that from
chapter 16 onwards, the Acts of the Apos-
tles follows the career of Paul, not his co-
missionary Barnabas, an original disciple of
Jesus. Barnabas was acknowledged as the
founder of the Christian Church in Cyprus
and was the author of a Gospel which was
accepted by the earliest Christians. But his
Gospel was arbitrarily excluded from the
Bible when the New Testament was official-
ly compiled for the first time at the behest
of the pagan Roman Emperor Constantine
three centuries after Christ. Barnabas had
originally vouched for Paul when the Jeru-
salem disciples of Jesus wanted nothing to
do with him, but then parted company with
Paul after a bitter argument (Acts 15: 36-
40).

As for the four Gospels now accepted as ca-

nonical by Christendom (and only since as
late as the Council of Nicaea in 325 C.E.!),
these were compiled from unreliable third}
and fourth-hand accounts long after Jesus’
lifetime.

Mark 65-75 C.E.

Luke 80-85 C.E.

Matthew 85-90 C.E.

John 95-140 C.E.

Source: University of Calgary, Department
of Religious Studies[1]

How can the true Word of God contain two
glaringly different genealogies of Jesus
(Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-37)? And
why include human genealogies at all if Je-
sus were truly the literal or physical “Son
of God”? How many thousands did Jesus:
really feed with loaves and fish? Two differ-
ent gospels give two different figures. The
actual numbers are a relatively trivial de-
tail, but these examples highlight an impor-
tant point - the unreliability of the Gospels
concerning the life and teachings of Jesus;
and therefore their unsuitability as a basis
for doctrine.

Moreover, in general, it is particularly im-
portant to consider that not only are the
Gospels not contemporary accounts, they;
were actually written retrospectively in a
climate of disassociation from Judaism and
ingratiation with pagan Rome during or fol-
lowing the failed Jewish anti-Roman upris-
ing of 66-74 AD. In contrast, the earlier
and more authentic gospel written by Barn-
abas was excluded from the official Bible
and suppressed by the Pauline-dominated}
Church establishment from the 4th century;
onward.

In addition, it seems silly to have to point
it out, but Jesus, his apostles and disciples
were Jews whose scriptures were in He-
brew. However, the New Testament was;
written in Greek. And an appendix to the
Good News Bible authorized by the Catho-
lic Church lists 85 instances including 15 in}
the Gospels where New Testament writers;
have Jesus and the other central characters
of early Christianity quoting from, para-
phrasing or alluding to texts not from the
original Old Testament in Hebrew but the
from Septuagint version, a Greek transla-
tion made in Egypt around 200 BC. The ap-
pendix states:

In a number of instances this version differs
significantly in meaning from the Masoretic
Hebrew text.

Z

722

It is not credible that the Jesus and his fol-
lowers would be quoting from a foreign
language translation containing significant
differences rather than from the Hebrew
original of their Jewish scriptures. This
casts further doubt on the accuracy of the
New Testament and again undermines its
validity as a basis for doctrine.
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