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The phrase “lkram ad-Daif”, translated
as “honouring/being hospitable to one’s
guest”, is one of the most virtuous and
significant social values in Islam and a
sign perfection in one’s faith & character.
The Arabic word for hospitality is “Diyafa
(i-¥hx)” from the stem “Dafa (<ilia)”;
which literally means providing the guest
with accommodation. In application, it
entails concern and generosity of a host
towards his/her guest.

Nowadays the arrival of guests often
signals the arrival of restlessness and
discomfort. Many people sigh or make
excuses at the news of a guest arriving
forgetting the reality that welcoming a
guest is a major part of our Iman!

Islam attaches great importance to so-
cial practices and values (e.g., honour-
ing guests) which deepen the bonds of
brotherhood/unity and increase cooper-
ation and empathy within communities.
Hospitality in Islam is a multi-faceted
practice and thus not limited to the gen-
erosity that we show guests who visit our
homes but extends beyond our walls to-
wards our neighbours as well as the wid-
er community, particularly during times
of need (e.g., natural disasters). In Islam,
guests who visit our homes must receive
our utmost kindness and generosity. The
same principle applies whether the guest
is a family member, a stranger, rich or
poor, a Muslim, or non-Muslim.

BRANCHES OF FAITH (8):

HONOURING GUESTS

(Derived from Inspired Foundation’s weekly reminders)

Our beloved prophet Muhammad %,
who was an exemplar of generosity and
kindness said:
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“He who believes in Allah and the Last
Day should serve his guest generously
by giving him his reward.” It was asked.
“What is his reward, O Allah’s Apostle?”
He said, “(To be hosted generously) for a
day and a night with high quality food.
The guest has the right to be entertained
for three days (with ordinary food) and if
he stays longer, what he will be provided
with will be regarded as Sadaqa (a chari-

table gift)” [Sahih Muslim].

Honouring a guest isn’t merely accom-
modating them but rather means making
sure the guest is welcomed and comfort-
able as if he is in his own home, smiling
at them cheerfully and by providing the
best food and drink to one’s ability. These
are the rights of a guest upon their host.

A Story Of True Sacrifice

The prophet (¥8) said, “Who will enter-
tain this (man) as guest?” One of the
Ansar said: “O Messenger of Allah, |
will.” So, he took him home and said to
his wife: “honour the guest of Messenger
of Allah (#8).” The Ansari asked his wife:

o

“Have you got anything?” She answered:
“Nothing, except a little food for the chil-
dren.” He said: “Keep them busy with
something, and when they ask for food
put them to sleep. When the guest en-
ters, extinguish the light and give him the
impression that we are also eating.” So,
they sat down and the guest ate and
they passed the night hungry. When he
came to the Prophet (¥8) in the morning,
he said to him, “Allah admired what you
did with your guest last night” [Bukhdri].

In a hadith quoted above, we saw the im-

portance Islam attaches to the of honour-

ing guests by the way the Prophet (&)
linked this branch of
faith to belief in Allah
(%) and the Final Day
(“He who believes in
Allah and the Last Day
should serve his guest
generously by giving
him his reward”). Also,
the fact that if any fur-
ther time offered to the
guest after three days is
Sadaqah (charity), then
that which is less than
3 days is from the Waa-
jibaat (the obligations).
This shows that it is
mandatory. We also
learnt that the first day
and night of the guest
necessitates a very
high-quality reception,
with the most excellent
of food and service.
The second and third
days are of a more nor-
mal kind.

A Collective Responsi-
bility

Honouring the guest is not restricted to
the rich or those whom we already know.
In fact, showing generosity to those
whom we don’t know, and the poor, is
more virtuous and rewarding!

Ibn Hazm said, “To entertain the guest is
an obligation upon the villager and the
city dweller, upon the scholar and the ig-
norant; a day and night of excellence and
then three days as his right to be hosted.
If he does not receive his hospitality, then
he is to take his right however he can and
have his debt paid off as such.”

3k 3k 3k >k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k %k >k 3k 3k >k 3k 3k %k %k k % k
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When a child is born, it has with it a natural belief in God. This
natural belief is called in Arabic the “Fitrah”.[1] If the child were
left alone, it would grow up aware of God in His oneness, but
all children are affected by the pressures of their environment
whether directly or indirectly. The Prophet, may the mercy and
blessings of God be upon him, reported that God said,

“I created My servants in the right religion but the devils made
them go astray.”[2]

The Prophet also said,

“Each child is born in a state of “Fitrah”, but his parents make
him a Jew or a Christian. It is like the way an animal gives birth
to a normal offspring. Have you noticed any (young animal)
born mutilated before you mutilate them?”[3]

So, just as the child’s body submits to the physical laws which
God has put in nature, its soul also submits naturally to the fact
that God is its Lord and Creator. But its parents try to make it
follow their own way and the child is not strong enough in the
early stages of its life to resist or oppose its parents. The reli-
gion which the child follows at this stage is one of custom and
upbringing and God does not hold it to account or punish it for
this religion. When the child matures in youth and clear proofs
of the falsehood of his religion are brought to him, the adult
must now follow the religion of knowledge and reason.”[4] At
this point the devils try their best to encourage him to stay as
he is or to go further astray. Evils are made pleasing to him and
he must now live in the midst of a struggle between his Fitrah
and his desires in order to find the right road. If he chooses his
Fitrah, God will help him overcome his desires even though it
may take most of his life to escape, for many people enter Islam
in their old age although most tend to do so before that.

Because of all these powerful forces fighting against the Fitrah
God chose certain righteous men and revealed to them clearly
the right path in life. These men whom we call prophets were
sent to help our Fitrah defeat its enemies. All the truths and
good practices present in societies around the world today
came from their teachings, and if it were not for their teach-
ings, there would be no peace or safety in the world at all. For
example, the laws of most Western countries are based on the

“Ten Commandments” of Prophet Moses, like “Thou shalt not
steal” and “Thou shalt not kill” etc., even though they claim to
be “secular” governments, free from the influence of religion.

Thus, it is man’s duty to follow the way of the prophets since it
is the only way which is truly in harmony with his nature. He
should also be very careful not to do things simply because his
parents and their parents did it, especially if knowledge reaches
him that these practices are wrong. If he does not follow the
truth, he will be like those misguided people about whom God
says in the Quran:

“If they are told to follow what God has revealed, they say: ‘No,
we will continue to follow what we found our foreparents do-
ing!” Even though their foreparents did not comprehend any-
thing nor were they rightly guided.” (Quran 2:170)

God forbids us from obeying our parents if what they want us
to do is against the way of the prophets. He said, in the Quran,

“We advise man to be good to his parents, but if they try to
make you do in My name what you know to be false, do not
obey them.” (Quran 29:8)

Born Muslim

Those who are fortunate to be born in Muslim families must be
aware that all such “Muslims” are not automatically guaranteed
paradise, because the Prophet warned that a large part of the
Muslim nation would follow the Jews and Christians so closely
that if they entered the den of a lizard, Muslims would climb
in after them as well.[5] He also said that before the Last Day
some people would actually worship idols.[6] . Today, there
are Muslims all around the world praying to the dead, build-
ing tombs and masjids over graves and even performing rites
of worship around them. There are even some who claim to be
Muslim and worship Ali as God.[7] Some have turned the Qu-
ran into a good luck charm which they hang on chains around
their necks, in their cars or on key chains etc. Therefore, those
born into such a Muslim world who blindly follow whatever
their parents did or believed, have to stop and think whether
they are simply a Muslim by chance or a Muslim by choice,
whether Islam is what their parents, tribe, country, or nation
did or does, or what the Quran teaches and what the Prophet
and his companions did.



Why |
Embraced Islam

By Sr. Asiya Abd-Az-Zahra

Islam has been described as being the reli-
gion of Fitrah, the innate nature of all hu-
mans. It is not surprising therefore when
we discover that Islam is being accepted as
the only pure way of life a person can fol-
low by millions of reverts around the world.
Statistics show that out of every 5 revert to
Islam, 4 are females. This blows away the
false concept that Islam is a repressive re-
ligion for women. The following is one ac-
count of a sister who submitted to Alla as
her Lord, took Islam as her religion, and
Mohammed (may Peace Be Upon Him) as
her Messenger...

I have always, since developing an ability to
think deeply, believed in the existence of a
single Creator, on whom everything that ex-
ists is dependent. Though my parents are
Buddhist, from the age of 13, to this Cre-
ator, | have steadfastly prayed and yielded
guidance from ever day that | can remem-
ber. Yet being schooled within a Christian
environment, | naturally identified myself
as a Christian.

, my knowledge of Islam was minimal. |
perceived it as a bizarre religion, limited
to only a few underdeveloped nations,
most of which were in the Middle East, and
which endorsed an astoundingly suppres-
sive lifestyle, particularly for women. Mus-
lim women, | presumed, were considered
inferior - a passive domestic slave, bashed
often and forced to compete among four
for her husband’s affections, which he
could withhold from them all if he wanted
to. The majority of these ideas | developed
from hearsay, interactions with others | as-
sumed knew what they were talking about
and a few documentaries on Iran and Saudi
Arabia | watched on television.

As | entered the university nearly three
years ago, | came into contact with quite a
number of Muslim students from various
backgrounds. Strangely enough, even to
myself, | was drawn to them and developed
a curious inclination to learn and under-
stand more about their religion. | observed
how content they seemed and was very
impressed by their openness and warmth
towards myself and each other, but more
importantly with their pride in belonging to
a religion which holds many negative con-
notations.

| gradually became fascinated with Islam,
and through a process of education, devel-
oped a great respect for it than even my

beloved Christianity. | was stunned at how
wrong my previous conception had been
and became particularly overwhelmed at
the tremendous entitlements, equality
and acknowledgment Islam provided for
women. | realized the reality of the Islamic
lifestyle and the truth concerning that fee-
ble American innovation termed “Islamic
fundamentalism.” Is it said that any person
who possesses the faculty of reason and an
open mind should recognize logic and truth
when he/she encounters it, and so it was
in my case.

More and more, literature, signs and evi-
dence were revealed to me, and more and
more, my intellect was stimulated and my
heart, warmed. | wanted to know every-
thing about Islam and felt already sense of
brotherhood with a belonging among its
followers.

What impressed me the most was how
practical Islam is - how it encompasses a
rule and a lesson for almost every facet of
living. And by the sheer grace of God, | at
last understood the faults of Christian the-
ology and of the concepts | had previously
accepted unquestioningly.

At midday, on August 4th, 1994, before
over 20 witnesses, | recited the shahadah
and became an official Muslim. | shall never
forget the bliss of that day and how much
my life has turned around in only a year’s
time.

| have often been asked what it is like to
be a revert and of the difficulties i must
endure. Though | do not wish to dwell on
this topic, as pity is not my priority, | shall
give some examples of what | have been
through.

The period up till the end of Ramadan was,
by far, the hardest to get through. fam-
ily disputes took place almost daily; | was
showered with verbal abuse, ridicule and
threats. On many occasions, my room was
physically torn apart, books mysteriously
disappeared and slanderous phone mes-
sages were sent to my friends and their
parents.

There have been times | have been locked
out of my home and forced to abstain from
dinner as pork was deliberately served.
Even to this day, all my mail is opened
before | have the chance to do so myself.
Apart from my housing and meals, | must
provide for myself financially. My readings,
as my conversations over the phone are
done in privacy. My writings and my visits
to the mosques or other Islamic venues
must always be concealed. | am similarly
not able to visit friends very often as | may
be “brain-washed” even more.

| cannot perform my prayers until | am sure
no one is around, nor can | express my ex-
citement and celebration during Ramadan.
| cannot share the joy at knowing yet an-
other sister has put on Hijab, nor can | dis-

cuss the lesson | have learned this day or:
the speech given by an Islamic scholar/sci-
entist. Moreover, | must continually defend}
the Muslims and the Islam portrayed on the
media, and fight against the stereotypes my
parents stubbornly maintain.

To see their expressions of disgust at myself
is almost unbearable. | am now insecure
as to my parents affections and constant-
ly worry of how much | am hurting them.
Through the entire month of Ramadan, my;
mother spoke to me in not once. | had to
hear her say time and time again at how |
had betrayed my family. My pleading with
her otherwise was to no avail. | am told
over and over again that what | have done
is unforgivable and if any of our relatives
or already few friends knew, my parents
would surely be outcasts.

However, | do not claim to have a miserable
life. | am more content and at peace now
than | ever have been. My purpose in relat-
ing all of this is to try to display the oppor-
tunities that many of you have which are
so often taken for granted, so little taken
advantage of, but so precious to many re-
verts like myself.

To reflect on these hardships alone would
imply | have gained nothing by becoming a
Muslim other than pain. On the contrary,
Islam has given me already so many vast re-
wards, | shiver to think of how much more
wonderful the gifts of paradise would be.
At the time of my reversion, although | had
accepted Islam as being true, | had no idea
of the vast internal changes it would in-
cur upon me. even | am astounded at how
much i devour knowledge, how Islam is in}
my thoughts every waking moment, how
compelling | feel my responsibility is to the
Ummah and how more of a Muslim | be-
came every month. It is as if as one’s life in}
Islam progresses, it spreads to encompass
and govern every cellular and spiritual di-
mension in oneself.
Remarkably, from one religion, | have
gained a profound insight into the opera-
tions of human behavior and sociology,
as well as geophysics and astronomy. As i}
mature, it becomes clearer and clearer to;
me that again and again, it is Islam that has
already answered the social and economic
dilemmas of our time.
Over the past year, | have developed quite:
an extensive breadth of Islamic knowledge
and have studied ayats of the Holy Qur’an
in much finer detail. Not once have | come
across anything which would make me
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the reverence of Islam for contemporar
society, for even one minute. This has been
the only religion | have ever been com-
pletely sure of and am more sure of each
day that | serve.
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