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Worship of One God as the first

Is God’s command arbitrary or rational and
ethical? Shariah commands goodness and
justice

The Qur’anic account of the Prophet’s
message emphasizes its rational nature,
insofar as God has commanded us to do
what is known to human nature to be right
and beneficial. God has the absolute right
to command what He wishes, and He had
indeed tested certain earlier communities
with commandments that were merely a
test rather than being good or desirable
in themselves. Such commands were re-
moved from the perfect Law given to the
Prophet #8, thus perfecting it:

He will enjoin on them that which is right
and forbid them from that which is wrong,
making lawful for them all good things and
prohibiting for them only the foul; relieving
them of their burden and the fetters that
they used to wear. Then those who believe
in him, and honor him, and help him, and
follow the light which is sent down with
him, they are the successful ones. (7:157)

This verse makes the monumental declara-
tion that the Shariah given to the Prophet
# the standard of what is right and what
is wrong before God, is accessible to human
nature, and that its norm is to remove arbi-
trary burdens and facilitate a good life.

We remarked earlier that classical Muslim
scholars have disagreed about whether
ethical verities are accessible to human
reason unaided by revelation. All scholars
agree about the reasonable and beneficial
nature of the divine command, but this the-
oretical disagreement is pertinent to repro-
duce here only to help us remember how
profoundly and deeply our scholars debat-
ed ethical philosophy in service of God’s
revelation. Of the four theological schools,
three, the traditionalists, Maturidiyya, and
Mu‘tazila, argued that ethical truths are
indeed known to human reason, whereas
one, the Ashaira, disagreed.34 The Asha‘ira
did not deny that human reason can know
what is beneficial or harmful, but they dif-
ferentiate that from the knowledge of
what is good or evil in the sense of incurring
reward or punishment by Allah in the after-
life. To safeguard divine omnipotence, they
hold that there exists no order of good or
evil before and apart from God'’s revelation,
in which Allah Most High commands and
prohibits freely as He desires. Others hold
that the knowledge that Allah has placed
in human nature and accessible to human
reason is in agreement with the revealed
norms, even though all agree that in case
of perceived disagreement, the explicitly
stated revealed norms have indisputable
superiority. The difference, then, is conse-
guential only in cases when the revelation
is silent, and those details are beyond the
scope of our essay here. Suffice here to

ethical imperative

state that the Asha‘ira, like Imam al-Ghazalr,
do not question that the Islamic legal norms
in the form of the Shariah are indeed ben-
eficial and hence rational. All schools, then,
are effectively in agreement that the law of
Allah is both beneficial and rational in this
life and the standard of success or failure
in the afterlife. The traditionalist school is
summed up powerfully by Imam lbn al-Qa-
yyim:

Verily, the Shariah is founded upon wis-
dom and welfare for the servants in this life
and the afterlife. In its entirety it is justice,
mercy, benefit, and wisdom. Every matter
which abandons justice for tyranny, mer-
cy for cruelty, benefit for corruption, and
wisdom for foolishness is not a part of the
Shariah even if it was introduced therein
through an interpretation.35

This means that even beyond the explic-
it commands and prohibitions of Allah,
which capture the essence of all goodness
and prohibit the essence of all that is evil,
the ‘ulama’ extend the rational meaning
through analogy and by considering the
purposes and objectives of the law. This is
the realm of jurisprudence, figh.

But even beyond figh, there is a need for
training the intentions and habits through
inner reflection, training (tarbiyya), and in-
ner purification (tazkiyya), reforming hab-
its, and rational evaluation of our actions
in order to extend the charitable acts that
are left in figh as merely recommended or
neutral.

Some 200 times, Allah commands us to “do
good deeds” in the Qur’an without specify-
ing a particular form or group of recipients.
Allah does not restrict ‘good works’ to the
carrying out of a set of specific commands
or rituals of worship.

The Qur’an and the Prophetic role-model
leave no doubt that we are encouraged to
be good to one and all in every way, to per-
form good works for God'’s sake without ex-
pecting gratitude or worldly reward, as God
says of the righteous,

We only feed you for the pleasure of Allah,
wanting neither reward nor gratitude in re-
turn (76:9).

Numerous verses make it clear that good
works are not limited to Muslims, nor con-
ditional upon someone accepting Islam;
the Qur’an specifically speaks of the charity
and kindness that is due to unbelieving par-
ents, relatives, and the needy. Nor are good
works in Islam limited to benefit others in
the afterlife; we are asked to give comfort
and show compassion to the simple earth-
ly existence of humans and even animals.
God is good and compassionate and loves
benevolence and compassion and rewards

us for every sincere action we do, so long
as it accords with the Prophetic guidance.

In other words, we must as believers seek
to do, love, and make a habit of doing all
that is good, starting with the duties but
then going beyond what is explicitly stated
in the divine revelation and beyond what is
found in norms of figh. This precisely is the
realm of the science of akhlag and the re-
lated disciplines of spiritual and ethical pu-
rification to which we turn in the remaining
essays of this series.

Worship of One God as the first ethical im-
perative

Returning to the concept with which we
began, we reiterate that the bonanza of
good deeds that Islam urges is built on one
ineluctable foundation, without which the
concept of good becomes incoherent, and
without which the natural human love for
righteousness, and the goodness God plac-
es in the character of all of His servants in
different forms, all become corrupted. That
foundation is the acknowledgment of and
submission to the ultimate Truth, al-Haqg,
Allah. When not grounded in the ultimate
truth, good deeds become mere dust and
ashes (14:18).

To understand this, we must recognize
that Islam is nothing but the right thing to
do vis-a-vis the Creator. As such, Islam is
a quintessentially moral way of life—one
that demands not merely the appeasement
of a deity for the fulfillment of our secular
needs, but a total response to the one true
God, who, in the impending, eternal after-
life, rewards the good and punishes the
wicked. However, the association of religion
and worship to morality has been lost on
many peoples, past and present, who wor-
ship their deities and perform spiritual ex-
ercises or rituals not for moral reasons such
as participation in truth and expression of
gratitude, but to satisfy their secular needs,
ranging from the ancient desire for children
and good harvest, to modern concerns for
stress relief, calm, and balance. Secular
scholars speculate how the terror of death,
the great unknown, and the human desire
to appease the tumultuous forces of na-
ture, have been the main impulses for re-
ligiosity throughout history. In reality, these
feelings are merely the signs and reminders
that Allah has placed in this world and in
our hearts in the form of a primordial urge
for perfection and eternity, which in other
words is the urge for God. The perversion of
this urge is how Satan misguides humans,
as he did with our father Adam: a prom-
ise of eternity and angelic perfection (e.g.,
20:120; 7:20).
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Make Your Mark in Your Society

It is a great deprivation and evident loss for a person to be just
a number in the long list of humanity during this life and after
death, having no weight in the values of moral code and no con-
tribution in ethical legacy. Such contribution is the last imprint
you leave and the last image of you in life. You should leave a
mark that commemorates you after you die. So, how will your
departure look like? What will you leave behind? Will you leave
a lasting fruitful legacy and a good memory or a bad impact that
will continue to harm and a disreputable memory?

Before answering, we should know that Allah created creatures
varying from each other, and just as they are different in color
and size, so are they different in qualities, nature, behavior, and
morality. Allah did not create a harsh nature or innate charac-
teristic in a way that a person could not change his character,
behavior, or be unable to purify his soul. It is oddly enough
that a person leaves the world without leaving an impact to be
praised and emulated, even stranger than that, one leaves a
pure evil, such as the notoriety on social
media, insult, slander, and defamation. Al-
lah may forgive the negligence of his slave
if his sins involve just the rights of Allah,
but the sins which involve transgressions
against the rights of other humans will
be pending until the Day of Judgment.
Therefore, transgressors must be aware
that their bad impact is the cause for their
hatred, and supplications against them by
those who have suffered their mistreat-
ment, not only that, but their bad impact
might be spread and promoted by their
followers, Allah, The Exalted, Says (what
means): {That they may bear their own
burdens [i.e. sins] in full on the Day of Resurrection and some of
the burdens of those whom they misguide without [i.e. by lack
of] knowledge. Unquestionably, evil is that which they bear.}
[Quran 16:25]

Noble conduct and good impact are considered as an addition-
al life, a model for others who desire and love to emulate and
imitate them, and who will continue to ask Allah to have mercy
on them. It is a treasure that not only his/her family will share,
but also everyone will benefit from that treasure. His/her lega-
cy will not be passed only to his/her inheritors, but also will be
passed to those who benefited from this legacy. Their traces will
keep drawing an intellectual image for society even when their
bodies are lying beneath the dust; they will be remembered
and followed. It is a continuous giving and permanent good-
ness that drives society to keep the good deeds and maintain
generous qualities, as Allah, The Exalted, Says (what means):
{Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while
he is a believer — We will surely cause him to live a good life,
and We will surely give them their reward [in the Hereafter]
according to the best of what they used to do.} [Quran 16:97]

Human life has no value without leaving a legacy after his/her
departure, unlike successful ones as they know how to create
great glory and rich history of their own.

One of the prominent characters of our era is Sheikh Abdur-Rah-
man As-Sameet, born in Kuwait in 1947. He had been persistent
in praying since his young age; he loved reading, he read the Sir-
ah (biography) of the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, and

his great companions and the biographies of righteous prede-
cessors. He grew up loving this religion, which makes his lovers
great men having no counterparts in history. Sheikh Abdur-Rah-
man noticed, during studying in high school, that the workers
used to wait for public transport under the burning sun of Ku-
wait. Accordingly, he and his colleagues decided to raise money
to buy a car to transport workers from work to their homes for
free, just for the sake of Allah. After that he joined university
study, he had his bachelor’s degree in medicine in Iraq, his mas-
ter’s degree in Britain, and his doctorate in Canada, and finally
decided to return to Kuwait to work as a physician, but his good
wife advised him that he should work in the field of Da’wah
(Islam propagation) in East Asia. It was the will of Allah that he
settled in Africa in Malawi, because one of the good women
had asked to build a mosque outside Kuwait, as he fulfilled her
wishes. He was shocked by what he saw; many Muslims there
did not know how to perform ablution nor know about the
teachings of Islam, while he saw the European Christianization
activity as they succeeded in Christianizing
them. As-Sameet and his wife decided to
stay there for Da’wah; both of them aban-
doned the luxury life and settled in a remote
village on the island of Madagascar in the vil-
lage of Madikeri in a modest house. He set
up a team of Islamic preachers and Imams
to spread Islam to the African countries, af-
ter training them on wise Islam propagation
ways and methods of dealing with different
cultures. He spread his students everywhere
in the continent, creating an integrated net-
work of loyal young people who were mov-
ing from a village to another walking on foot
to propagate Islam among their people.

He helped huge numbers of people to convert to Islam, he also
contributed to the construction of about 5700 mosques, cared
for and fostered orphans; he fostered 15000 orphans, drilling
more than 9500 Artesian wells, building 860 schools, establish-
ing 4 universities and 204 Islamic centers.

He formed an association and named it the Direct Aid Associ-
ation to benefit everyone whether Muslims, Christians, or Pa-
gans. May Allah have mercy on you, Abu Suhaib, and dwell you
in paradise. Allah The Exalted Says (what means): {Indeed, it is
We who bring the dead to life and record what they have put
forth and what they left behind, and all things We have enumer-
ated in a clear register.} [Quran 36:12]

When will you leave your mark, while Allah has bestowed the
grace of Islam upon you? And what a great blessing, you are
also blessed to be a descendant of great ancestors who en-
lightened the world from its darkness and created a civilization
written by history. Are you not worried about the state of your
Ummabh (Islamic nation)? Aren’t you concerned about the Dun-
ia (the worldly life) being as a weapon with others who threaten
your Ummah? Isn’t it worthy for you to take part in building that
history? Get up and let go of your laziness, find out who you
are and look at your nation’s past to be inspired by them as a
torch that lights your way; hasten to work and make your mark
in life as life is short and you don’t know when it is going to end.
When it comes to an end, only your legacy will remain and you
will have an honorable mention in later generations, otherwise
you won'’t have a legacy, and the history will forget you.



Becoming
Muslim

By Yahiye Adam Gadahn

My first seventeen years have been a
bit different than the youth experi-
enced by most Americans. | grew up on
an extremely rural goat ranch in West-
ern Riverside County, California, where
my family raises on average 150 to 200
animals for milk, cheese, and meat. My
father is a halal butcher [a butcher who
slaughters in an Islamic manner -ed.]
and supplies to an Islamic Food Mart a
few blocks from the Islamic Center in
downtown Los Angeles.

My father was raised agnostic or athe-
ist, but he became a believer in One
God when he picked up a Bible left on
the beach. He once had a number of
Muslim friends, but they’ve all moved
out of California now. My mother was
raised Catholic, so she leans towards
Christianity (although she, like my fa-
ther, disregards the Trinity). | and my
siblings were/are home-schooled, and
as you may know, most home-school
families are Christian. In the last 8 or
so years, we have been involved with
some home-schooling support groups,
thus acquainting me with fundamen-
talist Christianity. It was an eye-open-
ing experience. Setting aside the blind
dogmatism and charismatic wackiness,
it was quite a shock to me when | real-
ized that these people, in their prayers,
were actually praying TO JESUS. You
see, | had always believed that Jesus
(may Peace Be Upon Him) was, at the
very most, the Son of God (since that is
what the Bible mistranslates “Servant
of God” as). As | learned that belief in
the Trinity, something | find absolutely
ridiculous, is considered by most Chris-
tians to be a prerequisite for salvation,
| gradually realized | could not be a
Christian.

In the meantime, | had become ob-
sessed with demonic Heavy Metal mu-
sic, something the rest of my family
(as I now realize, rightfully so) was not
happy with. My entire life was focused
on expanding my music collection. |
eschewed personal cleanliness and let
my room reach an unbelievable state of
disarray. My relationship with my par-
ents became strained, although only
intermittently so. | am sorry even as |
write this.

Earlier this year, | began to listen to
the apocalyptic ramblings of Christian
radio’s “prophecy experts.” Their para-
noid espousal of various conspiracy
theories, rabid support of Israel and
religious Zionism, and fiery preaching
about the “Islamic Threat” held for
me a strange fascination. Why? Well, |
suppose it was simply the need | was
feeling to fill that void | had created for
myself. In any case, | soon found that
the beliefs these evangelists held, such
as Original Sin and the Infallibility of
“God’s Word”, were not in agreement
with my theological ideas (not to men-
tion the Bible) and | began to look for
something else to hold onto.

The turning point, perhaps, was when |
moved in with my grandparents here in
Santa Ana, the county seat of Orange,
California. My grandmother, a com-
puter whiz, is hooked up to America
Online and | have been scooting the in-
formation superhighway since January.
But when | moved in, with the intent
of finding a job (easier said than done),
| begin to visit the religion folders
on AOL and the Usenet newsgroups,
where | found discussions on Islam to
be the most intriguing. You see, | dis-
covered that the beliefs and practices
of this religion fit my personal theol-
ogy and intellect as well as basic hu-
man logic. Islam presents God not as
an anthropomorphic being but as an
entity beyond human comprehension,

transcendent of man, independant
and undivided. Islam has a holy book
that is comprehensible to a layman,
and there is no papacy or priesthood}
that is considered infallible in matters
of interpretation: all Muslims are free
to reflect and interpret the book given
a sufficient education. Islam does not
believe that all men are doomed to Hell
unless they simply accept that God (ap-
parently unable to forgive otherwise)
magnanimously allowed Himself to
be tortured on a cross to enable Him}
to forgive all human beings who just
believe that He allowed Himself to be
tortured on a cross... Islam does not
believe in a Chosen Race. And on and
on...
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As | began reading English translations
of the Qur’an, | became more and more
convinced of the truth and authenticity.
of Allah’s teachings contained in those
114 chapters. Having been around Mus-
lims in my formative years, | knew welly
that they were not the bloodthirsty,
barbaric terrorists that the news me-
dia and the televangelists paint them
to be. Perhaps this knowledge led me
to continue my personal research fur-
ther than another person would have.
| can’t say when | actually decided that
Islam was for me. It was really a natural
progression. In any case, last week [No-
vember 1995 -ed.]l went to the Islamic
Society of Orange County in Garden
Grove and told the brother in charge of
the library | wanted to be a Muslim. He
gave me some excellent reading mate-
rial, and last Friday | took Shahada [ac-
cepted the creed of Islam -ed.]in front
of a packed masjid. | have spent this
week learning to perform Salat and
reflecting on the greatness of Allah. It
feels great to be a Muslim! Subhaana
rabbiyal ‘azeem!
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