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Compiled by: Inspired Foundation DawaTeam

Linguistic meaning:

There are a number of different opinions regarding the
linguistic meaning of the Qur’aan. But the most strong
and popular opinion and the opinion held by at-Tabaree
is that the word “Quran” is derived from qara’a, which
means “to read, to recite”. Allah says in the reference to
the Quran:

aib55 Giesb3

“Itis” a Quran We have revealed in stages [17:106]
And in other pIace Allah swt says:

\/\)34.)\9.9 &uls 45158 L;La (YWV)s ﬁl;ﬁgsw Gale u\)

It is certainly upon Us to "make you™ memorise and re-
cite it.So once We have recited a revelation "through Ga-
briel”, follow its recitation "closely™.[75:17-18]

Definition of the Quran:

There are many definitions of the Quran, but they differ
in wording only. There is no difference of opinion as to
what the Quran is, but merely what the best way to de-
fine it is.

One of the more appropriate definition is as follows: The
Quran is the Arabic speech (kalaam) of Allah, which He
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad &8 in wording and
meaning, and which has been preserved in the mushafs,
as has reached us by the mutawaatir transmissions, and
is challenged to mankind to produce something similar
to it.

The breakdown of the definition
The statement in the definition, “The Quran is the Ar-
abic .....” implies that the Quran is in Arabic language.
This, therefore, implies that a translation of the Quran
into another language cannot be considered the Quran.
Imam az-Zarkashee said “ Know that the Quran has been
revealed in the language of the Arabs. Therefore, it is
impermissible to recite it in any other language”.
There are eleven references that the Quran is in Arabic
language, among which are the following verses:

VoT) s 58 Ol eb3)

whereas this Quran’is "in” eloquent Arabic [16:103]
Lu_)_c b\;)s 4_JJ_)J| bl

Indeed We have sent it down as an Arabic Quran [12:2]

Luj.c L\\;J.Q d.d\ Lu_>3| g,UJSj

And so We have revealed to you a Quran in Arabic [42:7]
Since the Quran described itself to be Arabic, therefore
any non Arabic speech cannot be the Quran.

However, one may ask that, is every word in the Quran
originally from the Arabic language?

In other words, does the Quran use words from other
languages?. However, is every single word in the Quran
originally from the Arabic language?There exist narra-
tions from some of the Companions, and many gram-
marians after them, concerning certain words in the
Quran which were claimed to be of non-Arabic origin.
Thus,for example, lbn “ Abbaas claimed that the word
toor was Syriac for “mountain” , tafiga meant “to in-
tend” in the Roman language, hudnaa was Hebrew for
repentance etc.

This opinion led some later scholars to come forth
with numerous examples of words that were claimed
to be non-Arabic in origin, yet mentioned in the Qu-
ran. As-Suyootee (d. 911 A.H.) compiled a list of over a
hundred words in the Quran that were claimed to be
non-Arabic in origin, and even versified these words in a
poem.

Other scholars, however, denied the claim that there
could be any non-Arabic words in the Quran. Basing
their evidence on the Quranic verses quoted above,
they held the view that these verses precluded the ex-
istence of foreign words in the Quran. Imam ash-Shaa-
fi'ee (d. 204 A.H.) was particularly strict in this matter,
for he wrote concerning some grammarians of his time,
yet the Quran is explicit that there is nothing in the
Book of Allah except that “it is in the language of the
Arabs...”. In attempting to refute the opinion that the
Quraan contains foreign words, at-Tabaree (d.310A.H.)
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claimed that these particular words were used by both
of these languages simultaneously, and thus the Com-
panions’ claims that these words were non-Arabic only
meant that they were also used by other languages as
well. Therefore, the correct opinion is that there are
no non-Arabic words in the Quran, although there are
words that have non-Arabic origins. Due to the contin-
ued usage of these words by the Arabs, however, they
can no longer be considered foreign.

The next part of the definition of the Quran which states
it is the “Speech (kalaam) of Allah” . The Quran is the
speech of Allah , that He spoke in a manner that befits
Him. This excludes all speech that emanated from men,
jinn and angels.

The next part of the definition states “ Which He re-
vealed to Muhammad &8 ...”. This excludes any other
Speech (kalaam) of His that He spoke. The Kalaam of Al-
lah s infinite, as the Quran says:

J.>ul waom u_nsc.,\.ujz,dlj ‘o_lsl oJo;.w RY) Qa))“ 3 Lo)\_9J3
If all the trees on earth were pens and the ocean "were
ink’, refilled by seven other oceans, the Words of Allah
would not be exhausted. Surely Allah is Almighty, All-
Wise. [31:27]

Therefore, this part of the definition limits the Quran to
the Kalaam that Allah revealed to the Prophet Muham-
mad &, and excludes any Speech that He spoke to other
than the Prophet & . The Quran is specifically the reve-
lation send down to the Prophet Muhammad &5.
pL«lBL,l&(\‘\V) u«.aﬁféjj_l\d.:dy(\"\\')uul‘.ﬁ\ ‘.J-!j\-‘.]54_)‘5
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This is certainly a revelation from the Lord of all
worlds,which the trustworthy spirit "Gabriel” brought
down into your heart "O Prophet™—so that you may be
one of the warners

[26:192-194]

The next part of the definitions states:”..in wording and
meaning.....” This part of the definition affirms that the
words of the Quran are from Allah, and not from Jibreel
or even Muhammad &5 . According to some scholars,
this part of the definition also excludes hadith Qudsee,
since, according to these scholars, hadith Qudse is only
inspired in meaning, while its wording is from the Proph-
et &5.

The next part of the definition states:”...
preserved in the mushafs...”

A mushaf is a written copy of the Quran. When used in
this definition, it refers

specifically to the copies that the Caliph Uthman or-
dered to be written. Therefore,

it includes one hundred and fourteen surahs, starting
with Surah al-Faatihah and

ending with Surah an-Naas. The Quran must be written
in any one of the mushafs of Uthman. This part of the
definition excludes the verses that used to be a part of
the Quran,

such as those whose recitation was abrogated (the man-
sookh), and those readings that

were abrogated by the Prophet & before his death,
when he recited the Quran for

the last time. The reading must be in at least one mushaf
of ‘Uthman, and not

necessarily in all of them.

The next part of the definition states: “...and has reached
us by mutawaatir transmissions.” A transmission is called
mutawaatir when it is reported by a large number of
people, such that they couldn’t all be mistaken or inten-
tionally forge a lie. The Quran

has reached us through muttawaatir chains of narration.
In other words, in each

generation so many people have narrated it that there is
no question of its authenticity.

There are some readings, however, that have not
reached us in mutawaatir form (in

in other words, they are ahaad). Such readings are not
considered part of the Quran.

This point will be further elaborated in a later chapter.
The last part of the definition states: “...and is a chal-
lenge to mankind to produce

something similar to it.” This part of the definition is ex-
traneous in that it does not

which has been

remove anything that should not be a part of the Quran
(unless one believes that

hadith Qudsee is inspired in meaning and wording, in
which case this portion would

remove hadith Qudsee as being part of the Quran). This
portion is essential, however, in that it mentions the mi-
raculous nature (i’jaas) of the Quran. Allah has
challenged mankind to produce even a chapter similar
to it, and this challenge is

reserved for the Quran, and not for the hadith as Allah
says in the Quran R
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And if you are in doubt about what We have revealed to
Our servant, then produce a s(rah like it and call your
helpers other than Allah, if what you say is true. [2:23]
It should be mentioned that the word ‘Quran’ can be
used for the whole Quran

and for a part of the Quran. Thus, if someone has recited
a few verses from the

Quran, or has completed the recitation of the whole Qu-
ran, it is possible to say in either case, “ You have recited
the Quran “.

Importance of the Quran

The Quran holds paramount importance in the lives of
Muslims, serving as a divine guide and source of enlight-
enment. It is revered as the literal word of Allah, offering
solutions to life’s complexities and moral dilemmas. Its
verses provide timeless wisdom and clarity in navigating
life’s challenges, covering spirituality, morality, law, and
personal conduct. Quran covers all aspects of humanity
and human life because it is the book of Islam through
which one will live his life because Islam is a perfect reli-

gion as Allah says in the Quran:

ba‘&lw}“‘oﬁumjgw‘oi«l.c lg‘o&u.)‘ofdc,\lﬁ| ‘ay.)\c
Today | have perfected your faith for you, completed My
favour upon you, and chosen Islam as your way (of life/

religion) [ 5:3]

Unlike previous scriptures, the Quran remains un-
changed since its revelation, preserved meticulously
through oral transmission and written documentation,
safeguarding its authenticity for all generations as Allah
says in the Quran:

q) Oobaarsdsdl uﬁﬁmw;s &35 6))

It is certainly We Who have revealed the Reminder, and
it is certainly We Who will preserve it. [15:9]

All attempts of alteration have resulted in failure

The preservation of the Quran from alteration is at-
tributed to significant figures and events in Islamic his-
tory. Zayd Ibn Thabit (may Allah be pleased with him),
a talented writer among Prophet Muhammad’s com-
panions, played a crucial role in organising the Quranic
revelations. When Umar Ibn Al-Khattab (may Allah be
pleased with him) noticed the loss of Quran memorizers
during the War of Apostasy, he suggested compiling the
Quran into a single volume to Abu Bakr(may Allah be
pleased with him) as he was caliphate by the time. Abu
Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him), then tasked Zayd
Ibn Thabit (may Allah be pleased with him) with this mis-
sion, resulting in the ‘Mushaf’ During the caliphate of
Umar (may Allah be pleased with him), the original copy
of this compilation was entrusted to Hafsah (may Allah
be pleased with her), one of the Prophet’s wives and
daughter of Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) . Sub-
sequently, during the caliphate of Uthman, may Allah be
pleased with him, standardised copies were distributed
to prevent alterations due to dialectical differences but
the original copy of the Mushaf remained with Hafsah
(may Allah be pleased with her). These copies conform to
‘Uthman’s standard and have been meticulously repro-
duced by Muslims over the ages, showcasing exquisite
craftsmanship. With the advent of printing, the Quran
became even more widely accessible, with numerous
editions available worldwide, ensuring its preservation
and dissemination for future generations. Wasallam,
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