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The Essence of Sacrifice in
Islam

Author: Khalid Sirgj

While n the doorsteps of the month of Dhul Hijjah, | thought it

appropriate to write about the concept of sacrifice in Islam. Af-
ter all, the pillar of Hajj and almost all of its rituals can be traced
directly to the sacrifice and devotion of our father Ibrahim (AS)
for the sake of Allah #&. Let us understand what sacrifice really
means.

Definition

Sacrifice (da>xil) can concisely be defined as the exertion of
one’s energy, time or wealth for a greater and more worthy
cause, while seeking the pleasure and reward of Allah . It
is synonymous with the terms devotion, extension and Jihaad
(struggle).

Application of Sacrifice (1)

1. The first area of its application is sacrifice for the sake of re-
ligion, which is the foundation of sacrifice, and every sacrifice
without it is in vain. Allah # has commanded us and urged us
to sacrifice, in order to elevate the banner of His religion and
support His law. Allah 3¢ has made a contract with the sacrifi-
cers which necessitates that the sacrificer gives himself and his
wealth to his creator in return for:
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Allah # has indeed purchased from the believers their lives and
wealth in exchange for Paradise. They fight in the cause of Allah
# and kill or are killed. This is a true promise binding on Him
in the Torah, the Gospel, and the Quran. And whose promise is
truer than Allah’s #? So rejoice in the exchange you have made
with Him. That is "truly” the ultimate triumph (At Tawbah, 111).
Ibn Maajah narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah RA that
the prophet # said:
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“There is no one who is wounded in the cause of Allah 3 — and
Allah 8 knows best of who is wounded in His cause — but he
will come on the Day of Resurrection with his wounds looking
as they did on the day he was wounded; their color will be the
color of blood but their smell will be the fragrance of musk.”

To be continued.
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Author: Liam DAlquen

The Battle of Badr was the first major mil-
itary confrontation between the Muslim
community based out of Medina and the
pagans of the Quraysh, and it is one of the
most important battles in Muslim and hu-

man history. It is crucial due to the incred-

ibly high stakes of the battle, exemplified
in the dua of the Prophet ¥ when he said,
““O Allah, accomplish for me what You
have promised to me. O Allah, bring about
what You have promised to me. O Allah, if
this small band of Muslims is destroyed,
You will not be worshipped on this earth.”
(Sahih Muslim, 1763). This dua shows
that if the Muslims lost that day, then the
Muslims of the time would have been de-

stroyed, completely.

Knowing the high stakes of the battle, the
Muslims set out to confront the Quraysh,
who had been oppressing the Muslims
for years at that point. The battle was one
where the Muslims were incredibly out-
numbered, the Muslim army numbering
about 300 to 317, with different reports
giving different numbers, while the army of
the pagan Quraysh numbering about 1000
men. However, despite the large numbers

Lessons from the Battle of Badr -
The Importance of Iman

of the Quraysh, the Muslims were able to
score a great victory, breaking the ranks
of the Quraysh and killing the hated Abu
Jahl. So, how did they do it?

The Muslims were not armed with superior
weaponry, nor were the Quraysh derelict
of strong men to fight for them. However,

the greatest weapon that the Muslims had

was their iman itself. Iman here means
faith, faith in Allah, faith in the religion of
Islam and the absolute certainty that the
cause of Islam is the truest cause in the

world.

The Muslims marched into battle with the
firm belief that they were fighting for the
sake of God, that their cause was just and
they had a clear mission to fulfill. In con-
trast, the Quraysh were fighting for worldly
benefit and gain, many of them were hesi-
tant to go into battle and merely wanted to
put on a show that they were tough, with-
out actually engaging in fighting!

The iman of the Muslims gave them the
mental strength to face off against an
army that was many times their size. This
is where the example of the Muslims and
their firm belief can be used as a model

for any Muslim, including us living in the

West, on how a strong iman and firm be-
lief in Allah # can provide us with an enor-
mous boost and advantage over others.
Having a firm belief in Allah %, in the righ-
teousness of your cause, can provide a
man with immense bravery, focus and de-
termination to accomplish their mission. At
Badr, the mission of the Muslims was on
the battlefield, giving them the morale and
clarity of mind to engage the
enemies of Islam in battle.

Here, living in the West, we
are not engaged in a battle
of swords or weapons. How-
ever, we must nonetheless
rely on the lesson of the Mus-
lims at Badr to know that the
strength of iman is crucial to
our success. We face nu-
merous difficulties and trials
in our life, whether it is ma-
terial tests, tests of our com-
mitment to the deen or prob-
lems with other people. From Badr, we
can learn that as long as somebody has a
strong iman, trusting in Allah and a belief
that they are living their life for the sake
of Allah, committing actions for the sake
of Allah, then they could potentially over-
come whatever trials come in their way.

Allah # reminds us in the ayah, “Verily, |
am with you, so keep firm those who have
believed” (Al-Anfal, 12). The example of
Badr shows us that when facing difficul-
ty, it is essential that above all, somebody
maintains their faith in Allah % and has
clear intentions. With a clear faith and
cause, somebody is capable of overcom-

ing enormous tribulations.

To be continued.
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