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Shaytan: Your Very Worst Enemy in Islam

Shaytan whispers: In our daily lives, we often
encounter various challenges and obstacles that
test our patience, faith, and resolve. Among
these challenges, one stands out as the most in-
sidious and dangerous: Shaytan, the Whisperer
of evil. Heisnotan enemy we can see or confront
directly, but his influence is ever-present, subtly
pushing us toward actions and thoughts that
lead us away from the path of righteousness.

Understanding Shaytan’s tactics and know-
ing how to protect ourselves from his whis-
pers is crucial for every Muslim striving to
live a life pleasing to Allah. In this article, we
delve into the nature of Shaytan’s decep-
tion, the spiritual and practical ways to coun-
teract his influence, and the importance of
seeking refuge in Allah to safeguard our faith.

Understanding Shaytan’s role in Our Lives
It’s true, isn’t it? You can fool many peo-
ple much of the time. You can even deceive
yourself for a while. But you cannot deceive
Allah. No matter how much we pretend, we
cannot mislead the One who created us. Al-
lah knows every leaf that falls from every
tree, and He counts every hair on our heads

Others may see us as pious, kind, and caring.
“What a good Muslim,” they say. But deep
down, we know the truth. We know the jeal-
ousy that drives us or the laziness that keeps
us from doing what is right. We are aware of
the backbiting, the bad thoughts, and Allah Al-
mighty knows all this too. Yet, He still wishes
well for us and continues to call us toward Him.

In the Holy Qur’an, we read:

{Say: | seek refuge with the Lord and Cher-
isher of humankind, the King (or Ruler) of
humankind, the God of humankind, from
the mischief of the Whisperer (of evil), who
withdraws (after his whisper), the same
who whispers into the hearts of human-
kind, among Jinn and among humankind.}
(An-Nas 114:1-6)

Perhaps it is not surprising that this is the very
last surah of the Qur’an. After we have lis-
tened to the entire Revelation, with its com-
plete history of Islam, and received words
of encouragement, advice, and warnings for
every situation in life, Almighty Allah con-
cludes His Book with a warning. He warns us
to beware of the Whisperer—Shaytan, the
Devil. Listening to him can bring our whole
house of goodness crashing down. Following
his whispers can destroy all the good we do.

The Subtle Whispers of Shaytan
Allah calls us toward Him, guiding us in virtue
and goodness. He is forever forgiving, pardon-
ing our sins, and giving us countless chances to
become better Muslims. On the other hand,
Shaytan does the opposite. He tells us we are
worthless, that we will never be good Muslims
because of our flaws. He brings us down, making
us feel depressed even when we have no rea-
son to be. He makes us doubt our good deeds,
leading us to think we acted out of selfishness.

And it is the subtlety of his approach that makes
it so dangerous. He “whispers” to us when we
are alone, urging us to do evil. He whispers to
us to stay in bed just five minutes longer, caus-
ing us to miss the Dawn Prayer. He whispers
doubts about our friends or tempts us to lie

to our family. He whispers that it’s harmless to
converse with the opposite sex or to cheat and
steal. Shaytan is indeed our very worst enemy.

Fighting an enemy we can see is much easi-
er. We know what they look like and can pre-
pare to combat them, like soldiers ready for
battle. But taking on an unseen enemy like
Shaytan is far more difficult. He is clever, us-
ing our weakest points against us. If Allah has
gifted us with good looks, Shaytan encourag-
es pride and vanity, leading us to misuse our
appearance for harmful purposes. If we pos-

sess intelligence, he tempts us to boast about
our cleverness. If we are strong, he push-
es us to use that strength to harm others.

Shaytan not only whispers to us, urging us to de-
lay doing good and to quickly commit wrongs,
but he also tells lies. He convinces us that we
are no good, that we will never achieve the lofty
goals of Islam, so why bother trying? He tells us
we are ugly, fat, stupid, and unliked by others,
making us question every good thing we do.

There is more. Shaytan whispers directly into
our hearts, but he also uses others to do his
whispering. Our best friends may tempt us to
do wrong. It seems harmless when they suggest
staying at the mall for just half an hour longer,
delaying the Afternoon Prayer. We feel comfort-
ed when friends encourage us to stay out later
than our parents allow, even though we know
they will worry. They tell us to associate with
the wrong crowd, listen to harmful music, or try
things “just once,” even though they are haram.

Shaytan is truly our very worst enemy. He
even deceives non-Muslims, convincing them
that Islam is a religion of evil and violence.

The Power of Seeking Refuge in Allah
But let us not forget that Allah is in control of all
things. Itiswhen we forget this that we become
vulnerable to Shaytan’s whisperings. Allah cre-
ated the heavens and the earth and everything
in between. Nothing can resist His power. As
longasweentrustallthatwe dotoAllah’s power
and protection, nothing can harm us. As Mus-
lims, we begin our conversations “in the name
of Allah, Most Merciful, Most Compassionate.”
We start all our endeavors with “if Allah wills
it.” And when we need help, we cry out, “I take
refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytan.”

Islam is both sensible and practical. Allah pres-
ents us with no difficulty that we lack the re-
sources to overcome. He tests no soul beyond
its capacity. Recognizing Shaytan as merely a
talker, a whisperer, is halfway to defeating him.
By being faithful to prayer and the traditions of
our beloved Prophet (peace and blessings be
upon him), we learn to overcome his whisper-
ing. By surrounding ourselves with good friends
and listening to wise counsel, we grow stronger
in combating our weaknesses. During Ramadan,
we learn to subdue the body and subject it to
our will. The body cannot control us. Connecting
with Allah is the way to become truly strong.
And when we are close to Allah, nothing—not
even our very worst enemy—can overcome us
source: Islamonline.net




Repeating
Hajj or
Charity:

What
Should You
Choose?

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merci-
ful.

All praise and thanks are due to Allah, and peace
and blessings be upon His Messenger.

Hajj: A Core Obligation in Islam

Hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam. It is an obliga-
tion on every Muslim who is financially and physi-
cally capable to afford it.

A Muslim—who is capable to carry it out—is re-
quired to perform hajj once in his or her lifetime.

Allah the Almighty says:

{Pilgrimage thereto is a duty people owe to Allah,
those who can afford the journey...} (Aal ‘Imran
3:97)

The Spiritual Rewards of Hajj

Offering hajj entails great reward and blessings.
Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) re-
ported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
“The performance of Umrah is an expiation for the
sins committed (between it and the previous one).
And the reward of Hajj mabrur (the one accepted
by Allah) is nothing except paradise.” (Al-Bukhari
and Muslim)

Hajj, moreover, expiates all sins. Abu Hurairah re-
ported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
“Whoever performs Hajj for Allah’s pleasure and
does not have sexual relations with his wife, and
does not do evil or sins then he will return (after
Hajj free from all sins) as if he were born anew.”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Hajj Is Required Only Once

Given the above, it becomes clear that hajj is oblig-
atory oncein a lifetime on capable Muslims. A Mus-
lim could perfectly gain its blessings by means of
sticking to its ethics and values.

Islamic Maxims in Decision-Making

As for the significant points you raised in your ques-
tion, let’s consider the following Shari’ah-based
maxims:

Warding off harm takes precedence over achieving
benefit;

Public Interest takes priority over personal benefit;
Carrying out duties carries more weight than per-
forming optional acts of worship.

When Charity Becomes More Rewarding
Contemplating the above legal maxims, we could
assure that if repeating hajj by a large number of
Muslims would cause a considerable harm to pil-
grims due to the over-crowdedness, then a Muslim
who avoids repeating hajj while having the inten-
tion not to cause harm to pilgrims and gives the hajj
costs in charity will have greater reward.
Moreover, Islam pays due attention to the public
welfare and interest of the community and to the
personal interest as well.

In case of a conflict between public and personal
interests, a priority should be given to the public
and greater interest.

This ruling is supported by another legal maxim
that reads, “a smaller benefit can be sacrificed for
a larger benefit”.

Therefore, if the Muslim community is in bad need
of Muslims’ financial help in order to survive, to de-
fend Muslims against aggression and occupation,
or to launch necessary public social and education-
al welfare projects such Islamic schools or centers,
then a Muslim is best advised to give them the hajj
costs and not repeat the hajj.

Supporting the Ummah Takes Priority

Nowadays, Muslims are suffering in different parts
of the world: in Pakistan due to the destructive
floods, in Palestine due to the Israeli aggressive oc-
cupation, etc.

So, Muslims should help their fellow Muslims who
are suffering even at the expense of not repeating
hajj and Umrah.

Evidence from the Sunnah and Scholars

In the Sunnah, we have evidence that supports
the fact that helping Muslims preserve and protect
their lives and religion, which is a form of jihad,
takes precedence over hajj.

When the Prophet (peace of Allah be upon him)
was asked which deed is best, he said, “Belief in
Allah and His Messenger.” He was asked, “Then
what?” He said, “Jihad for the sake of Allah.” He
was asked, “Then what?” He said, “An accepted
hajj” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Helping the needy and poor Muslims, particularly
one’s relatives, could entail more rewards than re-
peating hajj or umrah.

In this regard, Ibn Taymiyah said,

“Hajj in the prescribed manner is better than char-
ity that is not obligatory. But if a person has needy
relatives, then giving charity to them is better. The
same applies if there are people who need his help.”
It is not acceptable, moreover, for a Muslim to ig-
nore obligations and duties for the sake of optional
acts of worship. Helping Muslims to preserve their
Islamic identity and belief and protect their lives is
an obligation.

The Duty of Supporting Islamic Projects
Supporting dawah and social welfare projects—
such as Islamic centers and schools, particular-
ly in the West—that educate Muslims, and even
non-Muslims, about Islam and its teachings, and
raise children on the values of Islam is a duty on
Muslims.

Therefore, a Muslim who gives priority to these
duties will gain more reward than repeating hajj,
which is an optional act of worship.

In addition, Muslims need to maintain the spirit of
ethaar among themselves. One should never hesi-
tate to give priority to Muslims’ public interest and
social welfare over his or her own personal benefit.
Almighty Allah praised the early Muslims of Madi-
nah who welcomed and helped the Prophet (peace
of Allah be upon him) and his Companions who mi-
grated from Makkah to Madinah. They are called
the Ansar (the helpers) because of their wonderful
help and marvelous altruism for the Muhajirun (the
emigrants of Makkah).

Allah says regarding them:

{And those who before them, had homes (in Madi-
nah) and had adopted the Faith, show their affec-
tion to such as came to them for refuge, and enter-
tain no desire in their hearts for things given to the
(latter), but give them preference over themselves,
even though poverty was their (own lot). And those
saved from the covetousness of their own souls,
they are the ones that achieve prosperity.} (Al-
Hashr 59: 9)

Rethinking Priorities in Worship

To conclude, Muslims are in need to consider the
priorities of their time. Shari‘ah-based maxims and
objectives give precedence to public interest, obli-
gations, and warding of bigger harms over personal
or lesser benefits and performing optional acts of
worship.

So, Muslims are required to consider these le-
gal rulings in all aspects of their lives. Repeating
hajj, therefore, should be assessed in the light of
these maxims and priority should be given to what
achieves greater benefits and wards off bigger
harms.

Almighty Allah knows best.
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