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¢ Value 4 Money, 66 Golden Green Rd, London NW11 8LN

¢ Max Savers, 8082- High Street EN8 7BU

¢ HomeFix Extra,336340- High Road, Harrow Weald, HA3 6HS
Mob: 07459561846

Kamal Exchange, m10&13 salad lane, Longsight, Manchester 13 OQE.
Mob: 7988807237
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The Best Days of the Year:
The Day of Arafah & Eid Al-Adha

On the Mount of Mercy in Arafah

God has created some times better than oth-
ers in the sense that the reward for good deeds
done during these times is multiplied many
times. This encourages His servants to do more
righteous deeds and to worship Him more in
order to ready themselves for death and the
Day of Judgment. Muslims believe that the best
such season of worship is the first ten days of
the Islamic month of Dhul-Hijjah.

These days, which include the Day of Arafah
and Eid Al-Adha, bring the Muslims an opportu-
nity to correct their faults and make up for any
shortcomings. The blessings of Hajj spill over
to those who are not making the pilgrimage if
they fast on Dhul-Hijjah 9, the Day of Arafah. On
this day, also known as the Wagfah (standing),
the pilgrims stand on and around the Mount of
Mercy to ask Allah’s forgiveness. When the sun
sets that day, all their past sins are forgiven.

If those who are not making Hajj fast on that
day, the sins of two years (the past and the
coming one) are forgiven. The following day,
Dhul-Hijjah 10, begins a three-day Islamic pub-
lic celebration known asEid Al-Adha, the Eid of
the Sacrifice. In some places it is known by the
Turkish name bairam;Eid Al-Adha is the Greater

Bairam.

Celebrations and Prayers

Eid Al-Fitr The Story of Ibrahim’s Sacrifice This
eid commemorates the willingness of Prophet
Ibrahim (Abraham) to sacrifice his son Ismail
(Ishmael—peace and blessings be upon them
both). Muslims should reflect on their own
commitment to Allah and strive to strengthen
their relationship with their Creator. Muslims
celebrate this Eid by attending special congre-
gational Prayers followed by a sermon (khut-
bah) in the morning. It is a confirmed sunnah
to attend these Prayers, which are usually held
outside the mosque. The form of the Prayer is
the same as that of Eid Al-Fitr Prayer and is also
preceded by the Takbir.

Muslims are recommended to perform ghusl
(complete ritual bathing) and put on their best
clothes beforehand. Women who cannot per-
form the ritual Prayer should attend and sit on
the sides or in back so that they may share in
the joy of that day. Afterwards, or on either of
the next two days, many Muslims sacrifice a
sheep or goat, or seven people may share in
sacrificing a cow.

The sunnah is to give one-third of the meat to

the poor, one-third to friends and relatives, and

to keep one-third for one’s own family. The ma-
jority of scholars agree that this sacrifice is not
obligatory (for those who can afford it), but is a
confirmed sunnah.

Pilgrims in the state of ihram (consecration) are
forbidden—among other things— to clip their
nails or cut or pluck their hair. Those who do
not perform Hajj but who plan to sacrifice an
animal on eid should likewise abstain from clip-
ping their nails or cutting or plucking their hair
from the first day of Dhul-Hijjah until they sacri-
fice. The majority of scholars agree that this ab-
stention is not obligatory, but it is a confirmed
sunnah and highly recommended. During these
ten days, Muslims should also recite Allah’s
praises often with the phrases “subhan Allah”
(glory be to Allah), “al-hamdu lillah” (all praise
to Allah), “Allahu Akbar” (Allah is Greatest), and
“la ilaha illa Allah” (there is no god but Allah).
The Day of Arafah is an excellent time to repent
and return to Allah. Eid Al-Adha, the best day of
the year, combines two great acts of worship,
salah (ritual Prayer) and sacrifice. Together,
they offer Muslims the chance to become clos-
er to their Creator and Lord.

By AElfwine Mischler




Eid al-Adha:
What is
Qurbani?
Why Muslims

sacrifice
livestock,
explained

For Muslims around the world Eid al Adha, Arabic
for ‘festival of scarifice’ takes place as the Hajj pil-
grimage concludes.

During this time, Muslims will arrange for the sac-
rifice of an animal to mark the celebration, which
commemorates a significant quranic story.
Qurbani, also referred to as Udhiyya in Arabic,
means sacrifice and is an important rite in the Is-
lamic religion.

It is a tradition packed with symbolism and manda-
tory for every believer who can afford to do so.
While many critics of the religion have condemned
the practice, for Muslims the act represents an ab-
solute commitment to God and also an opportunity
for charity, as a significant portion of the meat from
slaughtered animals is designated for distribution
among the poor.

Why do Muslims sacrifice livestock?

The sacrifice of livestock, including sheep, goats
and cows, during Eid al-Adha commemorates a
story mentioned in the Quran, in which the Proph-
et Ibrahim (Abraham in the biblical tradition) was
commanded by God to sacrifice his son Ismail.
For Muslims, the commandment was an ultimate
test of faith and of obedience to God, which ended
with the angel Gabriel replacing Ismail with a ram
at the last moment.

The story is commemorated by Muslims in the form
of the Qurbani, which is obligatory for every Mus-
lim who can afford to do it.

Muslims believe that the tradition is a “sunnah”
practice, which means it was first initiated by the
Prophet Muhammed himself.

In Islam, there are specific guidelines on the prac-
tice of sacrificing animals, ensuring that it is done in
an ethical and controlled manner.

The rules cover the species of the animal, the quali-
ty of its life and how it is killed, ensuring that it does
not suffer for a long period of time and is done in

accordance with halal regulations.

According to most Islamic schools of thought, the
act of qurbani is compulsory, whereas for others,
it is strongly recommended, though not mandato-
ry. Regardless, for all Muslims, the act carries with
it great spiritual significance and is considered a
blessing.

What does Qurbani mean?

The word qurbani derives from the Arabic word
“qurban”, which has its roots in the word “qurb”,
meaning “closeness”.

Muslims therefore believe that the act of sacrifice
is something that helps them grow closer to God
and strengthens their faith.

The Prophet Ibrahim’s commitment to his task also
represents the idea of absolute submission to God'’s
will; a theme that reoccurs throughout the Quran.
In Islamic tradition, the act of submission is not just
about adhering to a specific rule but about entrust-
ing a person’s fate to God.

There are a number of different variations of the
word qurbani used around the world, including the
widely used “udhiyaa”, which literally translates to
“sacrifice”.

All Muslims who are eligible to pay zakat - obliga-
tory giving ( literally “purification”) - also have to
pay for qurbani. However some Islamic schools of
thought allow one person in a household to make
the payment on behalf of the other members of
the family.

When does the sacrifice happen?

Muslims will carry out the sacrifice of livestock
during Eid al-Adha, one of the two Islamic festivals,
or “Eid”, which occur every year.

Eid al-Adha takes place between the 10th and 12th
of the Islamic month of Dhul Hijjah, which is the
last month of the lunar calendar.

The sacrifice of animals and Eid al-Adha coincides
with the end of the Hajj pilgrimage, which is one of
the five pillars of Islam and obligatory on Muslims
to perform if they are financially and physically
able to do so.

Eid al-Adha marks the completion of the Hajj pil-
grimage and is a time of celebration for Muslims.
If the sacrifice of an animal is done before Eid
al-Adha, it is considered to be charity, rather than
the obligatory act of qurbani.

For those who have missed the qurbani, they can
make it up the following year by sacrificing anoth-
er animal, or by offering the value of one sheep or

goat and giving it to the poor.
What happens during qurbani?
Typically, the sacrifice of the animal is done be-

fore the early morning congregational Eid al-Adha
prayer.

Across the world, slaughterhouses prepare for the
event, and prepare the different cuts of meat ready
to be distributed.

According to Islamic tradition, the sacrifice must be
done in a manner that causes least harm or distress
to the animal as possible. This is why animals are
not slaughtered in front of each other, dull knives
can not be used and the name of God must be
mentioned.

What is done with the sacrificed animal?

Muslims are obligated to divide the sacred animal
into three parts to be distributed. One portion is to
be shared amongst the person’s family, the other is
for relatives and friends, and the third is to be given

to the disadvantaged.

The dividing and distributing of the meat is an in-
tegral part of qurbani, and teaches Muslims the
importance of their duty and service to others and
the wider Muslim community.

As mentioned above, some Muslims may choose to
donate their entire portion of meat to the disad-
vantaged, with many arranging for this to be done
in developing countries or where there is signifi-
cant food insecurity.

There are certain requirements, which should be
met when it comes to sacrificing livestock. The
animals must be healthy and free of disease; they
must not be excessively thin, blind, or too weak to
support their own weight.

Sheep and goats should be at least one year in age
when sacrificed, while cows should be at least two
and camels should be at least five.

source: Middle East Eye
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Donate your 2026 Qurbani To returnees from Pakistan in Torkhom, widows,
children, orphans, and disabled.

Madium 5126 Sheop

23-15 kg meat 120 kg meat
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